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New Visitor Center Wing Takes Flight:

Christina
Ann Lannan
Educational
Annex
Underway

W

ith gold shovels in hand and
a blue goose in center stage,
a group of dignitaries broke
ground for the Christina Ann Lannan
Education Annex on October 24. The
ceremony marked the beginning of a
six-month construction project. It also
marked the fruition of a decade-long
dream to expand Bosque’s visitor center
with an educational complex for the
thousands of nature lovers who visit the
refuge annually.
It also marked a ground-breaking
partnership between the refuge, the
Friends of the Bosque del Apache and
four charitable foundations, three of
them based in New Mexico.
The building will be funded primarily by over one-half million dollars in
combined pledges from the Lannan
Foundation, the Thaw Charitable Trust,
Messengers of Healing Winds Founda-

“Whoever you are, no matter how
lonely,¶ the world offers itself to
your imagination,¶ calls to you like
the wild geese, harsh and exciting¶
over and over announcing your
place¶ in the family of things.”
— from Wild Geese by Mary Oliver

Participants at the groundbreaking ceremony included (from left) Jon Morrison, president of the Friends of the Bosque del
Apache; Peter Butterfield, architect; Jerry Goffe, Friends vice president and building committee chair; Blue Goose (Ray Harrington); Jim Savery, Bosque del Apache Refuge Manager; Rue Lazzell, Global Structures, Inc. (general contractor); Marian
P. Day, Lannan Foundation director; J. Patrick Lannan, Jr., chairman, Lannan Foundation; and Betty Davis, Friends funding
committee chairman. Photo by John Bertrand.
tion (all based in New Mexico) and the
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway
Foundation, an arm of the railroad
with the same name. The Friends will
also contribute over $80,000, which the
organization has raised for the project.
The combined funds will also equip and
furnish the finished building.
Refuge manager Jim Savery thanked
J. Patrick Lannan for his support and
leadership. As president of the family
foundation that bears his name, Lannan
wanted to commemorate the memory
of his daughter, Christina, who was a
regular visitor to the refuge.
Savery said the new facility will focus
on students visiting the refuge as part
of nature education programs. Calling
it a “grassroots project,” Savery said he
was proud there was little federal money
involved in the undertaking.
The Friends expect the new annex
will be visited by over 3,000 students a
year. The organization will also offer its
education series in the facility as well as
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From the Manager’s Desk

The Festival of the
Cranes Tops a Full and
Fruitful Year

T

Volunteer Beat

by Steve Green

by Refuge Manager
Jim Savery

he cottonwoods have turned gold,
sandhill cranes are arriving daily
and birders are beginning to show
up in the visitor center.
John Vradenburg and his biology staff
have done a great job preparing the fields
and impoundments for the fall migration
and winter season, with lots of seeds,
invertebrates and corn for the ducks,
geese and cranes to eat. All you have to
do is ride around the tour loop or visit
an observation deck to see the results of
their work. But if you want to get behind
the scenes a bit and really learn about the
science and art of wildlife biology, the
tours and programs they offered during
the festival were the place to be.
This year’s festival was filled with interesting events and intriguing speakers.
Tom Harper once again did yeoman’s
work on behalf of the refuge and its
winter visitors.
We had outstanding media coverage
throughout New Mexico, thanks mostly
to the work of Park Borgeson and the
Friends PR committee. In addition to
their work promoting the festival, Park
and his crew have done an excellent job
marketing the year-round schedule of

Friends and refuge events — most were
filled to or beyond capacity weeks before
the event!
Those events depend on their hosts.
Steve Green offers his thanks to them in
his column this month; I want to add my
appreciation for their hard work.
Looking ahead, the Friends and
Refuge will be hosting the Southwest
Regional Friends Conference in February 2006. We’ll host Friends groups from
Texas, Arizona, Oklahoma and New
Mexico for a weekend of workshops,
keynote sessions and field trips. The Conference Committee is working with the
Region 2 office in Albuquerque as well
as our Washington office to put together
the event.
It will be an exciting event, occurring in the shadows of the construction
project for the long-anticipated educational annex. Thanks to the leadership of
Betty Davis and the inspiration of Patrick
Lannan, we will soon have a high quality facility devoted to our educational
outreach programs. The Christina Ann
Lannan Educational Annex is something
we can all be proud of.
Hope you enjoyed the festival!

The Geography
of Hope

only to those who study them,” introducing Freinds member Robert Krudineir.
Kruidenier identified a unison call and
explained to Fine it was done only by
“mated pairs.”
Refuge senior wildlife biologist John
Vrandenberg told Fine, “Bosque del
Apache sort of has it all. We have the
water, we have the food resources they
need and we’re on the natural funnel of
the Rio Grande river.”
The interview ended as Fine returned
to Kruidenier, who said, “There’s no else
in the world where you’re gonna get this
many cranes in one location with mountains in the background and desert and
the trees are turning. It’s all part of the
geography of hope.”

W

riter Doug Fine profiled the
Bosque del Apache National
Wildlife Refuge on National
Public Radio’s Morning Edition recently.
Referring to sandhill cranes, he highlighted the “tens of thousands of fourfoot tall primeval creatures [that] land
like fleets of small airplanes” and told
listeners “upwards of 20,00 cranes can be
expected here this winter.”
He reported on the “complex vocabulary of the sandhill cranes intelligible

Looking for a special gift this holiday season?
Let the Friends nature store be your helper.
Bosque Notebook

Farewell and Hello

With Mary Templeton dropping off
the Friend’s board, we suffer a double
loss—an outstanding board member and
a wonderful and creative education committee chair. Mary, for all that you have
done for the Friends, we thank you and
know that you will be missed.
Under Mary’s guidance and a working
committee that was ambitious and innovative, the 2005 educational program was
incredible! Special thanks to the presenters (in order of appearance): Robert Kruidenier; Richard Chamberlin and David
Love; Amy Estelle; Daniel Perry and Tom
Harper; Nancy Daniel; Jerry Goffe and
Gary Froelich. We couldn’t have done it
without you!!
I don’t know if its just my imagination
but it seems the calendar is moving faster
each year. It seems that the fall volunteers just arrived and now they have
moved on with the winter group arriving.
Thanks to those summer and fall volunteers who held down the fort.
To all our members and their families, refuge staff and theirs, I wish you a
healthy and happy holidays.

Notes from the
Nature Store
by Cynthia Pearse
The Festival of the Cranes merchandise
is still available at the store. This year
we have long and short sleeved T-shirts
($12-$15), coffee mugs ($8.95), lapel pins
($7.95), magnets ($3.95), posters ($9.95)
and even coffee beans with festival packaging ($12.99 per one-pound bag). Don’t
forget to mention your membership for
ten percent off on most purchases.
September and October was inventory
time and all went off without a hitch.
Special thanks to Leigh Ann for taking
inventory of children’s items. Thanks to
Cay and Joann, too, for inventorying the
jewelry.
The October Artist’s Reception was
a success, once again, in spite of the
dreary weather. A great time was had by
all. The following folks deserve a round
of applause for making the whole thing
happen: Steve Green, Stephanie Mitchell, Cay Roberts, Joann Wade, CR and
Mariann Martin, Daniel Perry, Leroy
Saavedra and Leigh Ann Vradenberg.

www.friendsofthe bosque.org	
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Be Part of What’s Happening
by Jon Morrison
Friends President

W

ork has started on the
new education/auditorium addition plus
the new entrance for
the visitor center at
Bosque del Apache NWR. Come down
and see what happening. When this
portion of the construction is complete,
work will begin on the new Bosque
Nature Store, which will be located in
the area of the old auditorium. This room
will be enlarged, giving the store nearly
300 square feet more space. By spring of
next year, you won’t recognize the place.
You need see it to believe it.

At the January meeting, scheduled
for the 28th, we will be installing new
officers. We are still looking for a corresponding and recording secretary. If you
are interested in serving in this capacity
or maybe on the board let me know. We
need you! The future is unlimited. All
that is lacking is you.
Remember to do your Christmas
Shopping at the Bosque Nature Store,
not only do you get your membership
discount, your money will help us fund
projects on the refuge.
As Stephen Sondheim’s wrote in his
lyrics for Merrily We Roll Along:

By spring of next year, you won’t recognize the place. The
new auditorium will allow more outreach for educating
the children and adults in the wonders that are found
here.
Grants from the Lannan Foundation,
Messengers of Healing Winds, Thaw
Charitable Trust and Burlington Northern plus the gifts of many individuals
have made it possible.
The new auditorium will allow more
outreach for educating the children and
adults in the wonders that are found
here. The new store will be designed to
make your shopping experience much
more enjoyable. Our goal is to make it
the best store of its kind in New Mexico.

Mark Your Calendar
January 28
Friends of the Bosque del
Apache Annual Meting

www.friendsofthe bosque.org

Something is stirring, shifting ground…
It’s just begun.
Edges are blurring all around and yesterday is done.
Feel the flow, hears what’s happening:
We’re what’s happening. ….
Be a part of what’s happening.

Coming Board Meetings
Saturday, January 28, 2006
Annual meeting. 10:00 a.m. Refuge Lounge.
Board meetings are open to all.
Call (505) 835-1828 for more information.



Photographer’s Corner

By Jerry Goffe
Mark Domzalski

Digital Success This Fall

N

ow that the great season of the cranes and
geese is upon us, an
article on photography ‘do’s &
don’ts’ is due.
This article offers tips
for digital photography and
some special advice for cold
weather. A companion article,
which you’ll find in the Habitat accompanying this newsletter, gives a general idea
of when to be where while
photographing at the Bosque

or 12x, then you can attempt
portraits of the birds and
animals of the Bosque.
No matter what digital
camera you are using, refrain
from using digital zoom: each
step in digital zoom reduces
the quality of your image by
one-half (1⁄2). When zooming, cradle your camera in the
palm of your hand. Squeeze
the shutter button softly but
firmly, adding ever so little
pressure until the camera

Three quick tips for digital success: Use
optical zoom only, pack an extra memory
card and don’t forget backup batteries.
del Apache National Wildlife
Refuge.
Like it or not, all our
cameras have limitations. The
power of the zoom lens limits
our ability to bring the birds
close when we’re attempting to take portraits. We are
limited by the number of
images we can record on a
media card. We’re limited by
the controls we have for setting priorities. One limitation
that few people think about
until it’s too late is the batteries that power out cameras.
These limitations are the topics in this article.
If you camera has a 3x optical zoom, accept the fact that
you can get magnificent images of fly-out in the morning.
You’ll also get superb images
all around the Bosque, such
as landscapes, birds in the
farm area, sunsets and more.
Any images that require wide
to barely telephoto zoom are
within the capability of this
category of camera.
If your camera has a bigger
zoom range, such as 8x, 10x
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records an image. Please turn
the flash off. If you don’t know
how, refer to your camera’s
instruction manual.
Buy an extra media card
before coming to the refuge.
Their prices have come down,
making it possible for everyone to carry enough digital
film. If you know the beauty
of the refuge, you don’t want
to leave home without it.
As long as I’m talking
about media, I have a warning
for each of you. If you attempt
to erase images, one at a time,
from a full disk in your camera, you stand a fair chance of
your disk locking up. If this
happens to you, as it has to
me, call the manufacturer of
the disk and get instructions
on sending it back. They may
or may not be able to retrieve
your images.

Make use of the program
setting on you camera. It is
nothing to be afraid of as it is
the same as automatic unless
you make some adjustments.
Those adjustments are exactly
why you should put the dial in
‘P’ for program.
One of the adjustments is
called flash compensation.
This is the exception to a previous suggestion; read on.
Imagine you are on Flight
Deck at sunset with some
friends. You have finished
photographing birds and now
shift your direction to your
friends. You turn on your
flash selector on the camera
to fill in and light their faces.
You know from experience
they will be silhouetted if you
fail to do this. By using the
flash — and setting the compensation to +1⁄3 — they will
look great and the sunset will
make a wonderful background

in your photo. Remember,
it’s digital and therefore lends
itself to experimentation.
Finally a word about
cold and batteries. Alkaline
(disposable) and lithium-ion
batteries handle the cold just
fine. Most but not all, point
and shoot digital cameras use
NiMH (nickel metal-hydride)
batteries. If this is the case
with your camera, carry a
set of fresh alkaline batteries for backup. When NiMH
batteries decide to play dead,
it’s all at once. It’s amazing
how many people I see at the
Bosque with dead batteries
and no place to charge them.
Don’t you be one.

Remember to e-mail me at jerry@
naturephotoworks.com if you have questions
or specific subjects you’d like delved into.

A slight telephoto effect allows you to
capture a distant bird while retaining a feel
for the location of the photo. This cormorant
was shot with a Canon PowerShot S2 IS for
1⁄640 second at f/8 with no flash. The lens
was set at 72 mm.

www.friendsofthe bosque.org



The Christina Ann Lannan Educational Annex will add 2,000 square feet to the visitor center at the refuge. A new entrance to the center will pass through an airy lobby directly from the
parking lot. The Friends store will also be upgraded as part of a move to the old auditorium. The grand opening is expected in spring.
Continued from page 

New Mexico Foundations, Joined by
Educational Annex to
be Completed by Spring Burlington Northern, Step Up for Bosque
workshops and other programs for professional and amateur naturalists. It will
add over 2,000 square feet to the existing
visitor center.
The new structure will bring other
changes to the visitor center. A new
entrance will be built off the parking lot
and the old auditorium will be the new
Bosque Nature Store.
The store contractor will update
the lighting, paint and carpet for the
new store as soon as the room is available. New cabinets and displays will be
installed along with updating the cash
registers and computers.
Global Structures, Inc. of Albuquerque is the general contractor for the
project, which should be completed
next spring. Peter Butterfield is the lead
architect.

Sept.-Oct. 2005

T

hree New Mexico foundations, all based in Santa Fe, joined forces with the
BNSF Foundation to make the educational annex possible. They include:
• The Lannan Foundation heads New Mexico’s top 50 foundations by assets and
giving. A “family foundation dedicated to cultural freedom, diversity and creativity through projects [that] support exceptional contemporary artists and writers,
as well as inspired Native activists in rural indigenous communities.” It is best
known to the public through its Readings and Conversations series, a regular
sellout at the Lensic Theater in Santa Fe. More information is available at www.
lannan.org/
• The Eugene V. and Clare E. Thaw Charitable Trust is also one of New Mexico’s
top 50 foundations by assets and giving. It makes grants totaling $5 million dollars a year. While known primarily for its work in the arts and education, the
foundation also works with a variety of non-profit organizations in other areas.
• The Messengers of the Healing Winds provides grants that work towards “living in harmony and balance with reverence for the ethical, spiritual and natural
dimensions of the earth.” Prior to the ground-breaking, its most recent public
event was sponsoring a visit by Dr. Jane Goodall to Santa Fe.
• BNSF Foundation is the principal philanthropic organization for the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Corporation and its subsidiary, The Burlington Northern
and Santa Fe Railway Company, headquartered in Cicero, Il. It is funded by
employee and corporate contributions.
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While Birds Sleep

By Amy Estelle

Beginning Stargazing:

You Do Not Need a
Telescope.

M

any people who
want to start stargazing or introduce
a child to the hobby buy a
cheap department store telescope that is used a few times
and then abandoned out of
frustration. They are suckered
in by claims of 300x–625x
power and photographs from
the Hubble Space Telescope
that are plastered on the cardboard box. Too often these
telescopes do more harm than
good. They have unstable
mounts and very narrow fields
of view. Even if an observer
can find an object and keep it
in the eyepiece, which is no
easy task, barely touching the
focus knob moves the entire
scope.
Don’t be lured in by the
advertising. Start stargazing

ing. For young people, books
by H.A. Rey are well suited.
Rey took the stars in the
classical constellations and
re-drew the figures to actually resemble the shapes they
are named. For example, the
classical drawing of Gemini,
the Twins, is a rectangle
with weird lines coming out
of the corners. Rey redraws
the constellation as two stick
children, with heads, bodies,
arms and legs.
Learning the constellations is the first step in finding
one’s way around the night
sky. Learning how they move
through one night, one season
and one year is step number
two. Rey’s books have simple
diagrams to explain the
motions. Look for Find the
Constellations or the more

Start stargazing the old fashioned way:
read an introductory book, observe with
the unaided eye, learn the most prominent
constellations and brightest stars and use
a regular pair of binoculars.
the old fashioned way: read
an introductory book; observe
with the unaided eye; learn
the most prominent constellations and brightest stars; and
use a regular pair of binoculars. The ubiquitous 7x35, or
birder’s favorite 8x42, will
work splendidly.
Here are a few ideas to get
started. Depending on the age
of the budding astronomer,
select an introduction to
visual (unaided eye) observ-
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comprehensive volume, The
Stars.
A good choice for mature
readers is The Backyard Stargazer: An Absolute Beginner’s
Guide to Skywatching with
and without a Telescope by
Pat Price. Once you learn the
major constellations, Price
shows you how to find and
identify bright stars using
a major constellation as a
guide. For example, starting
from Orion, you can find all

Gemini, the Twins, as drawn by H.A. Rey.

the bright stars of winter and
their constellation. There are
practical tips too: use a red
flashlight to maintain night
vision and avert your eyes to
see dim objects.
For unaided eye planet
watching, the Sky Calendar
from Abrams Planetarium
(Michigan State University)
is unparalleled. A 12-month
subscription runs $11.00.
There is a star chart and
daily event calendar for every
month. The Sky Calendar
explains where each planet
is located, its brightness and
where it is going. Simple daily
sketches depict interesting
alignments such as crescent
Moon and Venus after sunset,
Saturn in the Beehive Cluster
or the moon occulting a
bright star before dawn. To
use this calendar all you need
is a good location and decent
eyesight. Even city dwellers
can usually find the brighter
planets with this simple

monthly calendar. This makes
a great holiday gift!
Don’t overlook the moon.
Where else can you spot
mountains, craters, rays and
impact basins with a pair of
cheap binoculars? There are
numerous maps online, from
simple to detailed. Try the
Inconstant Moon website
(www.inconstantmoon.com)
for an interactive atlas.
The main point is to observe and learn the night sky
with the unaided eye. Try this
technique for a year and maybe a telescope will be needed.
Chances are you already have
something that will take you
to the next level: binoculars or
spotting scope.

Share your stargazing adventures with Amy
at adestelle2000@yahoo.com.

www.friendsofthe bosque.org	

Moist Soil Management, Part IV:

Backstage at the Bosque

Tractors Put Muscle
into Moist Soil Management

R

eturning visitors to Bosque
del Apache NWR may notice
that our wetlands never look
quite the same each year.
That’s because wetlands are
not accustomed to being treated the
same way each year.
Each spring, we drain our managed
moist-soil impoundments, stimulating
a vigorous growth of wetland plants.

tion were re-opened. Their soils were
recharged with nutrient-laden sediment and the perennials were replaced
by quick-growing annual plants. These
annual plants were the same grasses,
smartweeds and sedges that we discussed
in Part II and the same plants that our
wintering waterfowl depend upon after
their long migration south. Thus, healthy
wetlands are dynamic environments and
associated wetland
flora and fauna are
If your favorite location looks completely adapted to these
conditions.
different from the previous winter,
At the refuge,
where the historic
remember there’s no such thing as an
floodplain is no
longer connected to
“old growth wetland.”
the natural river hydrology, we simulate
these disturbance
After a summer of careful mowings and
events by using tractors implemented
irrigations to encourage specific wildlife- with agricultural disks to remove existing
preferred plants, we flood our impoundvegetation, churn the soil and renew the
ments to full-board and, along with
seedbank. Following disk-work, we drag
you, enjoy yet another winter with our
a deep rake over the surface to break any
feathered friends. In so doing, we mimic
hardpan soils that may have developed
natural processes that have been increas- and to improve the soil’s drainage and
ingly disrupted over the years of human
aeration.
settlement in the area.
When wetlands begin to be overcome
In Part I of this series (Bosque Noteby cattails and other perennial vegetabook, May-June 2005), I
discussed the natural spring
flood cycle that once occurred
in the Middle Rio Grande
Valley. Historically, spring
floods, especially those following heavy winter snows in the
mountains, were occasionally
violent and severe with high
flood waters carrying debris
that scoured flood-banks,
removed existing vegetation
and occasionally changed the
course of the river itself. In
this way, wetlands that were
choked with cattails, trees
and other perennial vegeta-

By Colin Lee, Wildlife Biologist

tion, we set that area aside the following
summer and begin the renewal process.
The decision to rehabilitate a wetland
is made by carefully reviewing each
wetland in the field and by examining
the data gathered from our fall wetland
monitoring activities (see last issue).
Wetlands typically need to be renewed
every five years or so and up to 300 acres
of our wetlands are rotated out of production each year.
The product that you and the waterfowl see is a mosaic of wetlands of different age classes. It ensures that mature
cattail and bulrush habitat is provided
in some areas to benefit our breeding
wetland species, while open, vigorous
wetlands are continuously being created
to produce the annual plants that our
winter birds expect to see.
So, if your favorite location looks
completely different from the previous
winter, remember there’s no such thing
as an “old growth wetland.”

Photo: By disking the soil, the naturalists at
the Bosque simulate natural flooding events
that remove perennial plants, renew the soil
and stimulate the growth of annual grasses,
smartweeds and sedges that nourish the
wintering bird population.

Sept.-Oct. 2005
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NM Tech
Exhibit Says
“It’s More
Than You
Imagined!”

T

hat’s the theme of a major
pictorial presentation of
Bosque del Apache which
will be on display at New
Mexico Tech University’s
Joseph R. Skeen Library through January
31. The exhibit will be offered for display
at venues in Albuquerque following its
engagement at New Mexico Tech.
Created by the Friends after an
invitation extended to John Bertrand by
Tech library director Dr. Dal Symes, the
exhibit documents Bosque’s claim as a
‘refuge for all seasons’ and for people
with many different interests. The show
features the photography of Friends
members Gary Froehlich, Jerry Goffe and
Wally Newman; and the graphic design
of Don Begley.
Twenty-five 30" x 40" panels in full
color with photographs and text portray
opportunities for visitors to enjoy the refuge during all twelve months of the year.
The panels fill 85 linear feet of wall space
in the library’s lobby, reading room and
service areas. Decoys of duck species on
the refuge, provided by Ducks Unlimited,
and a wood carving of a robin by Magdalena artist Bill Strickler are displayed in

three glass cases
accompanying the
wall panels.
Five separate
panels feature
birds on the
refuge during
winter, spring,
nesting, summer and autumn
seasons. Other
panels display the
refuge’s mammals;
amphibians and
reptiles; dragonflies and damselflies; butterflies and their colorful insect cousins
in dramatic photographs. Selected species lists accompany the photographs on
each panel.
Also depicted are spring and autumn
wildflower bonanzas, the Laura Jean
Deal Desert Arboretum, hiking trails and
remote wilderness areas. Several panels
illustrate refuge and Friends-sponsored
programs including the Festival of the
Cranes, summer educational series and
curriculum-based school activities.
Advances in production of native seed
plants for birds and progress in re-

storing the native bosque are graphically
illustrated in a section on habitat.
The project was conceived and managed by John Bertrand, with direction
from PR Committee chairman Park
Borgeson. Bob Merkel assisted with
copywriting. Park and his wife Laura,
with Bob and Audrey Jones, spent a day
at Bosque mounting the posters on backers. The display was printed on Bosque’s
HP 36-inch plotter/printer.

Three of the 27 panels included in the
Bosque exhibit at the Joseph R. Skeen
Library at NM Tech. The photographers
included Gary Froehlich, Jerry Goffe and
Wally Newman.
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Refuge Manager to Retire

B

osque del Apache NWR Manager Jim Savery announced
his impending retirement in early January, 2006. Savery
has worked in seven states for three different agencies
throughout his 38-year natural resources career.
Savery, a Michigan native, earned his BS in wildlife biology from Michigan State University and his MS in natural
resources from Memphis State University. He worked as a
wildlife biologist for the state of Indiana, conducting research
on bobwhite quail and managing a state wildlife area. He then
worked for the US Army Corps of Engineers as a wildlife biologist in the Memphis district office.
Savery started his US Fish and Wildlife Service career at
Salton Sea NWR, California. He served as a wildlife biologist until he became
an assistant refuge
“We’ve done some pretty manager. He then
worked at Alaska Pengood things here”
insula/Becharof NWR,
— An understated Jim Savery Alaska; Fish Springs
NWR, Utah; Pocosin
Lakes NWR, North
Carolina; and, finally, Bosque del Apache NWR.
Savery came to Bosque del Apache NWR as refuge manager
in August 2000. He considers the refuge’s designation as a Land
Management and Research Demonstration (LMRD) Area as
one of the most significant accomplishments of his term here.
There are only fourteen LMRD areas in the national wildlife
refuge system, which contains more than 540 refuges in total.
Bosque’s designation as a LMRD area lead to increased funding
and promotions for biological staff.
Savery is also proud of the work done during the recent
drought years, including developing and implementing a water
management plan for the refuge and the work done clearing
salt cedar as a result of NAWCA (North American Waterfowl Conservation Act) grants. Since 2000, refuge staff and
volunteers have constructed and upgraded facilities for staff,
volunteers and visitors, including offices, public rest rooms and
roads. “We’ve done some pretty good things here,” he said during a recent interview.
He gives credit to the Friends of the Bosque for adjusting
their expectations related to visitor center construction and
improvement, from a $6 million project to an addition that will
give the refuge and Friends education programs a home. Savery
lauded the work done by the building committee in design-

Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge Manager Jim Savery will retire in January after 38
years in natural resource management and five years at the Bosque. He credits his staff for the
refuge’s success, including its designation as a Land Management and Research Demonstration Area and their work with a resource management in recent drought years.
ing and constructing a building in such a short period of time.
He also is proud of the work done by Tom Harper and the
improvements and professionalism of the Festival of the Cranes
in recent years.
Savery will stay in the Socorro area, where his wife Barbara
continues to teach school at Zimmerly Elementary. The Saverys
are planning to move eventually to be closer to their children
and grandchildren.

Fall Season Bird Count

		
Oct 17
Oct 21
Oct 27
Nov 4
Nov 10
Nov 21
Ducks
12597
12294
32960
63963
67207
82174
Canada Geese
100
225
250
124
290
293
Light Geese
8
3
715
1629
2056
43250
Sandhill Cranes
467
657
3574
1079
8543
12000
Bald or Golden Eagles
0
0
1
1
2
2
American Coots
141
138
152
143
190
192
Marsh and Water Birds
29
10
19
16
8
6
Shorebirds
113
2
12
0
17
1
Gulls and Terns
0
0
8
0
0
1
Hawks and Owls
17
18
15
14
17
13
Rare Birds
0
0
0
0
0
0
For current bird counts, visit www.friendsofthebosque.org/. Historical records can be downloaded as graphs (www.friendsofthebosque.org/Bird Counts.pdf) and as a spreadsheet (www.friendsofthebosque.org/birdcounts.xls).
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Cuentos del Bosque

Crane Music:
A Natural
History of
American
Cranes

P

aul A. Johnsgard,
Foundation Professor of
the School of Biological
Sciences at the University of
Nebraska, originally concentrated on shorebirds. Then he
visited the Platte River when
hundreds of thousands of sandhill cranes had stopped during
their migration north. He was not prepared for that magnificent display.
Cranes took over his life and inspired several books. In this
one, he describes the annual cycle of North America’s two
cranes, the sandhill
and the whooping
crane. The whooping
The whooping crane
crane, he reports, was
first recorded in 1722.
was first recorded in
The sandhill was first
described in 1750.
1722. The sandhill was
Many people, including Audubon, thought
first described in 1750.
it was a juvenile phase
of the whooper. FiMany people, including
nally, the sandhill was
recognized as the oldAudubon, thought it was
est known currently
existing bird.
a juvenile phase of the
He begins with
a chapter titled the
whooper. Finally, the
same as the book. In
Crane Music, Johnsandhill was recognized
sgard describes the
calls and dancing
as the oldest known
of cranes. He then
gives a chapter to
currently existing bird.
each North American
crane, the sandhill
and the whooper. He also offers A Gathering of the World’s
Cranes, to discuss other grus species around the world. His
epilogue agrees with so many other naturalists: if we don’t
succeed in population control and habitat preservation, we
cannot protect and preserve our magnificent cranes.
Johnsgard says we need to understand crane calling in
order to understand their social bonding. The most important
call is the unison call, which he says is “a basic mechanism for
pair bonding and pair maintenance.” Posture is important,
too: always erect and alert, side by side or facing each other.
Sandhills especially have a painting behavior, in which they
cover themselves with mud or rotting vegetation, turning

Bosque Notebook

by Barbara DuBois
themselves brown like the
material they nest on, excellent camouflage.
They dance by lowering
their heads while lifting and
spreading the wings and then
raising their heads while
lowering the wings. They may jump during the second phase.
Sometimes one bird dances, sometimes two, sometimes a
whole group. Dancing seems to be contagious and may lead to
flying or even fighting.
The year begins when the sandhills arrive at the Platte
River in Nebraska about the end of February. The count builds
to a total of 400,000 to 500,000 birds by late March.
While the greater sandhills summer in the Rocky Mountains, the lesser sandhills go north to the Arctic. By the first
of September they are ready for their autumnal hegira to take
them from the arctic tundra to the desert.
As with the sandhill, the author describes the whooper’s
year, starting from Aransas. Although they like to stop in the
Platte Valley in the spring, diverting the river for irrigation
and other purposes has made the river less attractive to the
birds. A lucky and timely bequest by Lillian A. Rowe made the
Rowe Sanctuary possible.
When they leave for the Arctic and their traditional
breeding grounds in Wood Buffalo Park, they travel in small
groups, not flocks and often singly. September sees them on
“The Long Journey South” with the hope that the Army Corps
of Engineers hasn’t dredged their habitat in the meantime.
Fortunately the National Audubon Society has taken legal action to force the Corps to rethink its actions.
The book’s illustrations are the author’s own, very helpful
at the beginning of each crane’s section but puzzling when
scattered randomly in irrelevant places, for example, a sandhill crane in a section about African cranes.
Crane Music: A Natural History of American Cranes. By Paul A.

Johnsgard. Lincoln, NE; University of Nebraska Press; Reprint edition (February, 1998), 136
pp., $10.95.

Sol y Sombra

Barbara DuBois

www.friendsofthe bosque.org

Shade is a relief
after a sunny hike
but the sun is essential
to keep you from tripping
on a rock or a snake
or stepping in a puddle
or sliding on gravel.
The path may dip
and the level lowering
may jar your back.
Flowers may look best
in sun but sometimes
a luminous red or white
gleams from the shade.
Best of all is the dapple
of sol y sombra.
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Speak Up!
Government decisions determine the fate
of the Bosque del Apache. You can help
by letting key decision makers know you
how you feel about Bosque and other
natural resource issues.
President George W. Bush
The White House
Washington DC
(202) 456-1111
President@WhiteHouse.gov
U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service
Regional Director
500 Gold Avenue SW
Albuquerque NM 87102
(505-346-2545)
Hon. Gale Norton
Secretary of the Interior
18th & C Streets NW Rm. 6151
Washington DC 20240
(202) 208-7351

N.M. Senators

Hon. Jeff Bingaman
U.S. Senate
Washington DC 20510
(202) 224-5521
(505) 766-3636
sentor_bingaman@
bingaman. senate.gov
Hon. Pete Domenici
U.S. Senate
Washington DC 20510
(202) 224-6621
(505) 766-3481
senator_domenici@
domenici.senate.gov

N.M. Representatives

Hon. Steve Pearce
House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515
(202) 225-2365
pearce.house.gov/
Hon. Tom Udall
House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515
(202) 225-6190
www.tomudall.house.gov/
Hon. Heather Wilson
House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515
(202) 225-6316
wilson.house.gov
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Add my support to the Friends of the
Bosque del Apache
❏ I want to save postage and printing.
Please email me a full color PDF version of
the newsletter. (Approx. 1 MB.)
❏ Yes, I want to help preserve the Bosque
del Apache for the future. Please contact
me about planned giving.
❏ Please contact me about helping with
the Festival of the Cranes.
❏ I can help with other special events.

Name: _ ___________________________ _ _____________________
(Last)
(First)
Second Name: _ ____________________________________________
(If family membership)
Corporate Name: ____________________________________________
Mailing Address: ____________________________________________
City: ___________________________________________________
State or Province: _ ____ Postal Code: ___________ Country: _ ____________
Work or cell phone: _ _________________________________________
Home Telephone : _ __________________________________________
Email: _ _________________________________________________

Select Type of Membership
❏ Senior (62 +) or Student ($15)
❏ Individual ($20)
❏ Family ($25)
❏ Individual or Immediate Family/Covey of
Quail (Includes a BdA NWR centennial plate
and your choice of either an annual pass to
BDA or a Golden Age Passport): $60

❏ Best Friends/Snow Goose (All Covey of
Quail benefits plus a Best Friends logo pin
and hat): $100-$499
❏ Friends Indeed/Red-Tail Hawk or
Corporate (All Snow Goose benefits plus a
selected piece of Rainbow Gate pottery):
$500-$999

❏ Lifetime Member/Sandhill Crane (All
Red-Tail Hawk benefits and lifetime
membership. The Best Friends pin and hat
is replaced with a Lifetime Member logo pin
and hat): $1000 or honorarium

I want to serve on this Friends
committee:

I can help in these areas:

❏ Environmental Education
❏ Grant Writing

❏ Education ❏ Special Events ❏ Finance
❏ Merchandising ❏ Fund Raising
❏ Public Relations
❏ I’d like to serve on the board

Skills
❏ Photography ❏ Art ❏ Writing
❏ Computer Networks ❏ Software
❏ Web Design ❏ Publications
❏ Fund Raising ❏ Public Speaking

All members receive the Friends newsletter,
a membership card and Friends logo pin.

Special Interests
❏ Education ❏ Birding ❏ Photography
❏ Public Relations ❏ Publications

Mail completed form and check to: Friends of the Bosque del Apache NWR • PO Box 340 • San Antonio, NM 87832

Thanks to Our Sponsors
The Cranes and Crows
Shop
400B San Felipe Old TownAlbuquerque

Wild Birds Unlimited
of Santa Fe
5188 Cordova Road
Santa Fe

Rio Abajo Antiques
1783 Main
San Antonio
505-835-02872

BirdSong Gallery
PO Box 433
Ranchos de Taos
www.birdsonggallery.com

Lonnie Brock
Photography
10898 East Dale Lane
Scottsdale, Arizona

Kowa Optimed. Inc.
2001 South Vermont Avenue
Torrance, California

Valerie Graves Gallery
Carson House Shop Patio
117 East Kit Carson Road
Taos • 505-758-0113
www.powerhorse.com/
taosartist/

The Nature Workshops
10898 East Dale Lane
Scottsdale, Arizona

Wild Birds Unlimited
7200 Montgomery Blvd NE
Albuquerque
505-883-0324
Wild Birds Unlimited
Westside
9231 Coors Blvd NW, Suite R7
Albuquerque
505-890-3668

Emergency
Management & Safety
Solutions
260 Whitney Street
San Francisco, California
415-643-4300
Super 8 Motel
1121 Frontage Road NW
Socorro
505-835-4726
800-800-8000

www.friendsofthe bosque.org

Tripp’s Inc.
1406 Frontage Road
Socorro
G. A. G. Charitable
Corporation
Mrs. Dorothy Salant, President
500 Summit Avenue
Mill Valley, California
Merrill Lynch
2125 Louisana, Boulevard NE
Albuquerque
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We’re at Bosque

When are you
going to drop in?

