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Migrate to the Friends of the
Bosque del Apache NWR
Annual Meeting
January 28th
Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge Lounge

1:15 – 1:45
2:00 – 4:00

Friends Committee Meetings
Annual Meeting
Catered Lunch featuring New Mexican
specialties
Tour of Friends Store and Christina Ann
Lannan Educational Annex
Tour of new south end of the Refuge

Please RSVP to the Friends at (505) 838-2120
no later than January 25th.

There will be regular and vegetarian selections for lunch.
Let us know if you have any special dietary preferences.
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From the Manager’s Desk

Farewell and Good Luck
by Refuge Manager
Jim Savery

T

his will be my last narration
from the manager’s desk, since
I will be retiring on January 3,
2006. I would like to thank all the staff,
volunteers and Friend’s group for all
the work they have done during the last
5 1/2 years. Everyone should be proud
that Bosque del Apache is a world class
National Wildlife Refuge with highly
competent and skilled staff and volunteers. A tremendous amount of work has
been done (more than I ever hoped for)
because of dedication and foresight by
many people.
However, there is still a lot of work to
be done in the future. This list includes:
new exhibits for the visitor center, ad-

ditional offices for staff, remodel of the
Bosque lounge, purchase of a new tour
bus, develop the Unit 32 farm area, and
construct the new tour route on the
south end of the refuge. These are just a
few of the new projects scheduled for future years. So, be on the lookout for these
and other improvements. If you don’t
see them developing, ask the staff where
they are. Please encourage the staff and
volunteers to continue their great work
on future projects.
Once again, thank you all for your attention to our nation’s natural resources
by supporting Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge. It was a pleasure
to be the manager here. Farewell.

Christina Ann Lannan Educational
Annex Is Taking Flight

A

new entrance to the Bosque del
Apache’s visitor center is only one
of the many changes coming with the
Christina Ann Lannan Educational Annex, which is under construction.
When completed, the complex will
add 2,000 square feet to the visitor center
at the refuge. A new entrance to the
center will pass through an airy lobby
directly from the parking lot. The Friends
store will move to the old auditorium
and be upgraded as part of the move.
Refuge manager Jim Savery says the
new facility will focus on students visiting the refuge as part of nature education programs. Calling it a “grassroots
project,” Savery says he is proud there
was little federal money involved in the
undertaking.
The building will be funded primarily by over one-half million dollars in
combined pledges from the Lannan
Foundation, the Thaw Charitable Trust,
Messengers of Healing Winds Foundation (all based in New Mexico) and the
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway
Foundation, an arm of the railroad with
the same name. The Friends has raised
over $80,000 for the project. The combined funds will also equip and furnish
the finished building.
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The contractor will update the lighting, paint and carpet for the new store
as soon as the old auditorium is available. New cabinets and displays will be
installed along with new cash registers
and computers.
The annex will be visited by over
3,000 students a year. The Friends will
offer its education series in the facility as
well as workshops and other programs
for professional and amateur naturalists.
The annex will add over 2,000 square feet
to the existing visitor center.
The grand opening of the six-month
construction proect is expected in spring.
It will mark the fruition of a decade-long
dream to expand Bosque’s visitor center
with an educational complex for the
thousands of nature lovers who visit the
refuge annually.

Double Your
Support for the
Bosque without
Spending a Penny
More

T

he Kerr Foundation has presented
the Friends with a 2:1 Challenge
Grant in support of enhancement of
the refuge’s and the Friend’s educational facilities and equipment. Your
tax-deductible contribution to theFriends of the Bosque del Apache will
be doubled by this matching grant.
That’s right! Your contribution to the
Friends of the Bosque will be matched,
up to $10,000.
2005 was a banner year for the
Friends of the Bosque del Apache and
the students that visit the refuge each
year. We raised more than $600,000
in individual and foundation contributions to build the 2,100 square foot
Christina Ann Lannan Educational
Annex to the Bosque Visitor Center!
Thanks to this offer from the Kerr
Foundation, 2006 can be as good or
better. The need is there: Friends of
the Bosque del Apache and Bosque del
Apache staff and volunteers will deliver high-quality environmental education curriculum to more than 3,000
students this year.
Even as the walls for the new annex go up, there is so much more to
do. School children use outdated and
inadequate equipment for their scientific studies. The interpretive displays
that should teach them about the refuge are up to 20 years old and do not
relate to current refuge programs or
issues. We are at our greatest level
of educational outreach to date, with
concurrent efforts by the Bosque del
Apache NWR staff and volunteers
and the Watershed Education Project
sponsored by the Friends, and we cannot pass up this opportunity to further
enrich these children’s experience.
Thanks to your generous support,
we provide outstanding environmental
education programs for New Mexico’s
students. Please start the new year by
making a difference in the lives of New
Mexico’s school children. Please help
us meet this two-for-one challenge by
sending us your tax-deductible contribution today!
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Feeding the Spirit
by Friends President
Jon Morrison

A

h to hear the call of the sandhill
cranes and geese once more.
That is what makes the Bosque
in the winter. There is something quite
soothing in their raspy call. The primary
reason behind the establishment of the
refuge was the cranes and other migratory birds. To see the cranes’ graceful
flight, see their dancing and calling, feeds
ones soul. Come on down and just watch
and listen. Become one with our visiting
migrants. Just take it in.
The 18th Annual Festival of the
Cranes was a huge success. Tom Harper,
the festival coordinator, and his volun-

addition to the visitor center. He will be
missed. It was been a pleasure working
with him. We haven’t always agreed on
things, but we worked through them. I
can think of nothing more boring than
being in a situation where there is no
room for disagreement. We all grew
when there was a healthy discussion of
issues. We wish Jim all the best in what
ever he does in retirement. He’ll always
be welcomed to come feed his soul here
at Bosque del Apache NWR.
In the next newsletter I’ll have dates
set for our work days at the refuge in
2006.

“What is man without the beasts? If all the beasts were
gone, men would die from a great loneliness of spirit. For
whatever happens to the beasts, soon happens to man. All
things are connected.”
teers are to be congratulated. It was one
of the best attended in recent memory.
The programs continue to improve.
More programs are being moved to earlier in the week so that more people can
partake. This also spreads the number of
people on the refuge over 6 days, making
it more enjoyable for the birds and birders alike.
The walls and roof are up on the new
Christina Ann Lannan Educational
Annex. (See page 2.) The grand opening
for the new facility will be in early March
and announced in the next newsletter.
Make plans to attend the Friends’
annual meeting. When you come, you
will be able to see what you, through the
Friends, and our granting partners have
done for our refuge. I am proud of all of
you who have help make this a reality.
You have probably already heard
the Jim Savery, the refuge manager, has
retired. Jim has been at the Bosque del
Apache for nearly six years and has seen
a lot of changes. The south end has seen
the removal of hundreds of acres of salt
cedar and restoration has begun. He also
was involved in the planning of the new

— Chief Seattle
Plan to come to the annual meeting.
It will be a time for you to give input into
what we do as your leaders of the Friends
of the Bosque del Apache NWR. Your input will be invaluable. Come early for the
committee meetings and stay through
the afternoon.

Mark Your Calendar
January 28
Friends of the Bosque del
Apache Annual Meeting

www.friendsofthe bosque.org	

2006 Friends Annual
Income
Store

Friends of
the Bosque
del Apache
2005 Income
Statement

$275,000.00

Membership

$18,000.00

Donations

$10,000.00

Grants

$89,800.00 *

Festival

$70,400.00

New Bricks Drive

$5,000.00

Building Fund
Lannan Grant

$450,000.00

Messengers of Healing Winds

$60,000.00

Thaw

$50,000.00

Friends Funds

$83,000.00

Total, Building Fund

Total Income

Expense

Friends Office Expense

Please RSVP to the Friends at (505) 8382120 no later than January 25th.
There will be regular and vegetarian
selections for lunch. Let us know if you
have any special dietary preferences.
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$101,601.00
$15,500.00

Bus Scholarship

$2,500.00

Special Events

$4,000.00

Educational Committee

$1,500.00

Nature Store Expenses

January 28
Bosque del Apache
National Wildlife Refuge
Lounge

$1,111,200.00

PR Committee

Nature Store Cost of Goods

2006
Friends of the Bosque del
Apache Annual Meeting

$643,000.00 **

$135,305.00
$21,365.00

Crane Seminar - Robert K

$1,370.00

Educational Initiative

$3,351.00 ***

Jim's Discretionary Fund

$4,000.00

Refuge Biology Grant*

$24,000.00

Refuge Educational Grant*

$37,300.00

Friends Educational Initiative Grant*

$24,000.00

Herbarium / Library*
Festival
Visitor Center Addition and Store
Funding for Doctorate work in Mexico

Total Expense
Festival Seed Money for 2006
Cushion

$4,500.00
$60,950.00
$524,606.74
$10,000.00

$990,848.74
$16,100.00
$104,251.26

The grants are to pay for Jim's special request presented at the last board meeting and to
provide funding for the Friends Educational Initiative
** Final cost to be determined.
***Carry over for the $5,000 approved for this school year
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Meeting Highlights
5 Candidates
Announce for
Friends Board

F

ive individuals have annnounced
their candidacy for positions on the
Board of Directors of the Friends of
the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife
Refuge. Members will vote on these positions at the 2006 annual meeting, which
will be held at the refuge on January 28.
The five candidates are:
Bob Merkel lives in Socorro with his
wife Debby Safford. A native of New
York City, he earned masters and doctoral degrees as a textile chemist, edited
a textile abstract journal and taught for
more than two decades at Virginia Tech
and Florida International University. In
the 1990s, he earned a masters in geology
and began working as a seasonal national
park ranger at Dinosaur NM, Lake Roosevelt NRA and at Everglades NP.
Bob is a member of Central NM
Audubon Society, the NM Native Plant
Society, NM Geological Society, the
Albuquerque Gem and Mineral Club and
the Save our Bosque Task Force. He believes there are opportunities to increase
coordination and cooperation among
these groups and the Friends of Bosque
del Apache NWR and wants to act as a
liaison among them.
Jerry Oldenettel is from Socorro
and one of the premiere birders in New

Mexico. With a life list that runs in the
thousands of sightings, Jerry will head
the Educational Committee if elected to
the board.
Kata Padilla is another Socorro area
resident. She is the former head of the
Socorro Office of the BLM and will be
our liaison with the El Camino Real
International Heritage Center if elected
to the board.
Nancy Szymanski is the senior manager of corporate communications for
Cadence Design Systems, an electronic
design automation company. She has
extensive experience with nonprofit organizations, including serving as director
of development and membership for the
World Affairs Council of Northern California, the largest international affairs
public forum in the U.S.
Nancy has a bachelors in psychology
and a masters in nonprofit administration. She is a volunteer at the Golden
Gate Raptor Observatory in San Francisco, where she helps count the winter
migration of hawks. She was hooked on
the Bosque by a “trio of sandhill cranes
that flew low over the road as I entered
the Bosque for the first time.” In addition
to birding, she enjoys travel, walking,
avid magazine reader, books, and movies,
especially independent, small films.
Don Tripp is in his fourth term in
the New Mexico legislature where he
represents District 49, which includes
Catron, Socorro and Valencia counties.
In the legislature, he is a member of the
Agriculture & Water Resources and the
Taxation & Revenue Committees. In

Socorro, he owns Tripp’s Inc., a manufacturer of gold jewelry parts employing
50 people and serving 15,000 customers
through its catalog sales.
A Socorro High School graduate, Don
received his bachelors degree in history
from NM Tech. He is active in the community, serving on the board of State
National Bank and a member of several
local service organizations, The former
regent of Western New Mexico University also served as a director of the Association of Commerce & Industry and a
the New Mexico Educational Assistance
Foundation.

Don Tripp

Jerry Oldenettel

Bob Merkel
Photos for Kata Padilla and Nancy Szymanski not available.

Fall Season Bird Count

		
Oct 21
Oct 27
Nov 4
Nov 10
Nov 21
Dec 21
Ducks
12294
32960
63963
67207
82174
40737
Canada Geese
225
250
124
290
293
483
Light Geese
3
715
1629
2056
43250
26001
Sandhill Cranes
657
3574
1079
8543
12000
11302
Bald or Golden Eagles
0
1
1
2
2
3
American Coots
138
152
143
190
192
185
Marsh and Water Birds
10
19
16
8
6
9
Shorebirds
2
12
0
17
1
1
Gulls and Terns
0
8
0
0
1
0
Hawks and Owls
17
18
15
14
17
14
Rare Birds
0
0
0
0
0
0
For current bird counts, visit www.friendsofthebosque.org/. Historical records can be downloaded as graphs (www.friendsofthebosque.org/Bird Counts.pdf) and as a
spreadsheet (www.friendsofthebosque.org/birdcounts.xls).
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Cuentos del Bosque

Eco-Economy:
Building an
Economy for
the Earth

I

n Eco-Economy, Lester R.
Brown describes the imminent devastation of our planet
by thoughtless emphasis on
economics instead of ecology.
Currently president of
Earth Policy Institute, a
nonprofit, interdisciplinary research organization,
Brown is widely known as the founder and former president
of the Worldwatch Institute. During a career that began with
tomato farming, Brown has been honored with numerous
prizes, including the MacArthur “Genius” Fellowship, the
United Nation’s Environment Prize and Japan’s Blue Planet
Prize.
Section l of his
book describes our
Like Ptolemy’s view of
stressed earth with
sad forests, too many
the solar system [that
cattle and soil erosion.
Section 2 presents a
the sun rotates around
‘New Economy’ with
hydrogen replacing
Earth], the economists’
carbon. Section 3 tells
us what we can do to
view is confusing efforts
achieve an environmental revolution
to understand our
on a scale with the
agricultural revolumodern world. It has
tion and the industrial
revolution. The author
created an economy
thus does not merely
complain; he offers
that is out of sync with
solutions.
Whether discussing
the ecosystem on which
global warming, soil
erosion or deforestait depends.
tion, he reminds us
our choices based on
short-term economic benefits will have long-term costs.
For example, we spend over 700 billion dollars a year for
oil when a solar/hydrogen economy would cost less. Natural
gas is already replacing coal and Europe is way ahead of the
United States in using wind and solar. Critics suggest the cost
of new infrastructure is prohibitive but Brown points out that
natural gas lines exist already and can be used for hydrogen.
Kansas, Texas and North Dakota “have enough harnessable
wind to meet national electricity needs,” he says. Denmark
leads the world in manufacturing wind turbines. And, though
the federal government promotes oil, many states are proceeding with alternatives in order to catch up with Europe.
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by Barbara DuBois
The risks extend outside
the United States. If China
proceeds with its material
revolution, Brown says, the
world won’t contain enough
resources to satisfy the
people. And if India continues to spend its wealth on nuclear weapons, it will have the
best-protected starving citizens in the world.
Brown wants cities to be redesigned for people instead of
cars! He says Atlanta, with the longest commute of all cities,
is a nightmare. He recommends bicycles as well as, of course,
mass transit.
New industries will arise: wind turbine manufacturing,
installation, and maintenance; hydrogen generation; solar cell
manufacturing; and bicycle manufacturing and light rail construction to escape the pollution and stress of automobiles.
Section 3 tells how we can make the new economy happen. He insists that we must stabilize population in order to
prevent the water shortage that will result from too many
people and ultimately create a food shortage. After stabilizing
population with birth control, we must educate girls better.
Studies continually show that better educated women have
fewer children. Soap operas help educate.
Probably the most difficult recommendation is tax shifting.
Some cities and countries do this such as fining the use of the
car on certain days. Credit can be granted for good behavior
such as using bicycles
The author wonders whether we still have time to change
the direction of the world, to shift from emphasis on economy
to emphasis on ecology, where the life-threatening and lifesupporting activities prevail. It is a frightening, depressing
book till you reach the last section, where he does suggest
solutions that will work if we hurry.
Eco-Economy: Building an Economy for the Earth. By Lester R. Brown.

New York: Norton, 2001, 333 pp., $15.95. Also available for download at http://www.
earth-policy.org/Books/Eco_contents.htm.

Rural Robber

I saw a squirrel
in my bird-of-paradise bush.
How cute!
Cute? he ate all the blossoms!
I had thought that the dog was
eating twice as much lately;
then I saw the squirrel
in the dog’s room.
We strengthened the screen
but he broke a new hole.
Guard the bird feeders!
He runs from under the motor home
to the wood pile.
What outrage is he committing
under the motor home?
He may not be an endangered species,
but if I catch him, he’s a goner.
— Barbara DuBois
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Speak Up!
Government decisions determine the fate
of the Bosque del Apache. You can help
by letting key decision makers know you
how you feel about Bosque and other
natural resource issues.
President George W. Bush
The White House
Washington DC
(202) 456-1111
President@WhiteHouse.gov
U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service
Regional Director
500 Gold Avenue SW
Albuquerque NM 87102
(505-346-2545)
Hon. Gale Norton
Secretary of the Interior
18th & C Streets NW Rm. 6151
Washington DC 20240
(202) 208-7351

N.M. Senators

Hon. Jeff Bingaman
U.S. Senate
Washington DC 20510
(202) 224-5521
(505) 766-3636
sentor_bingaman@
bingaman. senate.gov
Hon. Pete Domenici
U.S. Senate
Washington DC 20510
(202) 224-6621
(505) 766-3481
senator_domenici@
domenici.senate.gov

N.M. Representatives

Hon. Steve Pearce
House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515
(202) 225-2365
pearce.house.gov/
Hon. Tom Udall
House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515
(202) 225-6190
www.tomudall.house.gov/
Hon. Heather Wilson
House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515
(202) 225-6316
wilson.house.gov
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Add my support to the Friends of the
Bosque del Apache
❏ I want to save postage and printing.
Please email me a full color PDF version of
the newsletter. (Approx. 1 MB.)
❏ Yes, I want to help preserve the Bosque
del Apache for the future. Please contact
me about planned giving.
❏ Please contact me about helping with
the Festival of the Cranes.
❏ I can help with other special events.

Name: _ ___________________________ _ _____________________
(Last)
(First)
Second Name: _ ____________________________________________
(If family membership)
Corporate Name: ____________________________________________
Mailing Address: ____________________________________________
City: ___________________________________________________
State or Province: _ ____ Postal Code: ___________ Country: _ ____________
Work or cell phone: _ _________________________________________
Home Telephone : _ __________________________________________
Email: _ _________________________________________________

Select Type of Membership
❏ Senior (62 +) or Student ($15)
❏ Individual ($20)
❏ Family ($25)
❏ Individual or Immediate Family/Covey of
Quail (Includes a BdA NWR centennial plate
and your choice of either an annual pass to
BDA or a Golden Age Passport): $60

❏ Best Friends/Snow Goose (All Covey of
Quail benefits plus a Best Friends logo pin
and hat): $100-$499
❏ Friends Indeed/Red-Tail Hawk or
Corporate (All Snow Goose benefits plus a
selected piece of Rainbow Gate pottery):
$500-$999

❏ Lifetime Member/Sandhill Crane (All
Red-Tail Hawk benefits and lifetime
membership. The Best Friends pin and hat
is replaced with a Lifetime Member logo pin
and hat): $1000 or honorarium

I want to serve on this Friends
committee:

I can help in these areas:

❏ Environmental Education
❏ Grant Writing

❏ Education ❏ Special Events ❏ Finance
❏ Merchandising ❏ Fund Raising
❏ Public Relations
❏ I’d like to serve on the board

Skills
❏ Photography ❏ Art ❏ Writing
❏ Computer Networks ❏ Software
❏ Web Design ❏ Publications
❏ Fund Raising ❏ Public Speaking

All members receive the Friends newsletter,
a membership card and Friends logo pin.

Special Interests
❏ Education ❏ Birding ❏ Photography
❏ Public Relations ❏ Publications

Mail completed form and check to: Friends of the Bosque del Apache NWR • PO Box 340 • San Antonio, NM 87832

Thanks to Our Sponsors
The Cranes and Crows
Shop
400B San Felipe Old TownAlbuquerque

Wild Birds Unlimited
of Santa Fe
5188 Cordova Road
Santa Fe

Rio Abajo Antiques
1783 Main
San Antonio
505-835-02872

BirdSong Gallery
PO Box 433
Ranchos de Taos
www.birdsonggallery.com

Lonnie Brock
Photography
10898 East Dale Lane
Scottsdale, Arizona

Kowa Optimed. Inc.
2001 South Vermont Avenue
Torrance, California

Valerie Graves Gallery
Carson House Shop Patio
117 East Kit Carson Road
Taos • 505-758-0113
www.powerhorse.com/
taosartist/

The Nature Workshops
10898 East Dale Lane
Scottsdale, Arizona

Wild Birds Unlimited
7200 Montgomery Blvd NE
Albuquerque
505-883-0324
Wild Birds Unlimited
Westside
9231 Coors Blvd NW, Suite R7
Albuquerque
505-890-3668

Emergency
Management & Safety
Solutions
260 Whitney Street
San Francisco, California
415-643-4300
Super 8 Motel
1121 Frontage Road NW
Socorro
505-835-4726
800-800-8000
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Tripp’s Inc.
1406 Frontage Road
Socorro
G. A. G. Charitable
Corporation
Mrs. Dorothy Salant, President
500 Summit Avenue
Mill Valley, California
Merrill Lynch
2125 Louisana, Boulevard NE
Albuquerque
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Are you going to drop in?

2006
Friends of the
Bosque del Apache
Annual Meeting
January 28
Bosque del Apache National
Wildlife Refuge Lounge

