
BACKGROUND 

! !Avian influenza virus comes in two forms:  
  1. Low Pathogenicity (LPAI) Ð common, no illness 
  2. High Pathogenicity (HPAI) Ð rare, lethal to birds and humans 

! !Avian influenza is spread from bird to bird through saliva, nasal secretions, & feces. 

! !Avian influenza infects many bird species, especially domestic fowl and waterfowl.  

! !Migratory birds can carry influenza long distances. 

! !Thus migratory birds could carry HPAI, which can cause severe illness and death in humans, from Asia into the U.S. (Figure 1). 
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Figure 1 

Common name  Scientific name  Season  Number  Percent positive  Subtype  

Green Wing Teal Anas crecca Winter 2008-2009 39 0% Not applicable 

Widgeon Anas americana  Winter 2008-2009 46 0% Not applicable 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos Winter 2008-2009 115 In progress In progress 

Snow Geese Anser caerulescens  Winter 2008-2009 53 In progress In progress 

Northern Pintail Anas acuta Winter 2008-2009 154 In progress In progress 
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