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Presidential Reflections

by Paul White

The days are longer and warmer, the breeze is blowing, the cranes have migrated north. They will return, but for now spring is coming to New Mexico.
Rejuvenation! It’s time for new cycles of change, of growth, of repeated
patterns. These words are from the memorable book by Richard Powers, The
Echo Maker:
Faster than they gathered, the[y] … disappear. They crowd together
on the river for a few weeks, fattening; then they're gone. On an invisible signal, the carpet unravels into skeins. Birds by the thousands
thread away, taking their memory … with them. Half a million cranes
disperse across the continent. They press north, a state or more a day.
The heartiest will cover thousands more miles, on top of the thousand
that brought them to this river.
Cranes that crowded into dense bird cities now scatter. They fly
in families, lifelong mates with their one or two offspring, any that
have survived the previous year. They head for the tundra, peat bogs
and muskegs, a remembered origin. They follow landmarks – water,
mountains, woods – places recovered from previous years, by a crane
map, inside a crane's head....
There must be symbols in the birds' heads, something that says
again. They trace one single, continuous, repeating loop of plains,
mountains, tundra, mountains, plains, desert, plains. On no clear signal, these flocks ascend a slow spiral, great twisting columns of lifting
thermals that, with one glance at its parents, the new bird learns to
ride.…
The fledged crane colt follows his parents back to a home he must
learn to come from. He must see the loop once, to memorize its markers. This route is a tradition, a ritual that changes only slightly, passed
down through generations. Even small ripples – left down that valley, on
past that outcrop – are preserved. Something in their eyes must match
symbols. But how it's done, no person knows and no bird can say.*
We are left to tend the river, to make it ready for the return of the cranes in
the autumn. Our lives move in different cycles. Some of us are bound to the
river; some of us migrate to different places of refuge. Wherever we are, we –
like the cranes – seek food, safety, and the chance to raise our young.
Some of us – like the cranes – hope our offspring will follow us, experience
the same journeys we have taken, move along the same paths. But, unlike
cranes, our children often choose their own directions. In part, this is be-

cause we raise our young in larger
social groups, in communities
with which we share responsibility for education, for instilling not
only skills but also values. We let
them choose their paths, but we
give them experiences at home, in
school, in communities that give
them alternatives, different visions
of possible journeys through the
‘mountains, plains, deserts’ of life.
This is some of what we seek to
achieve with education, this provision of alternative experiences – an
exposure to other pathways, showing what works and what doesn’t,
what tools can be helpful in charting a course in life. A principal purpose of the Friends of the Bosque
del Apache is “to promote appreciation and conservation of wildlife
and habitat through environmental
education and natural history experiences at the Refuge.” We educate
in order to disseminate the shared
value we place on such appreciation
and on conservation. So we are at
work, planning the next generation of the Friends’ Environmental
Education Program, which will
be implemented beginning in the
fall of 2011. We’re excited. This is
what Friends do. We educate young
people in order to share what we
know and love, and to give them
the broader perspective that will
enable them to choose wisely from
among their many possible dreams
for their future.

* Powers, Richard (2006). The Echo
Maker. New York: Picador.
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Refuge Manager’s
Report

by Tom Melanson

Springtime Welcomes New
People, New Plans

As we enter spring, we do so with
a sense of optimism despite shaky
economic forecasts. We are currently operating under a Continuing Resolution which could last
through the fiscal year. This means
our base budget may remain at
2010 levels and it is very possible
that we may see the same in 2012,
or even budget reductions. Despite
this, we do have several things to
be excited about, including two
large Deferred Maintenance projects, some exciting new Public Use
opportunities and some great new
staff members.
To begin with, Aaron Mize, the
new Deputy Refuge Manager,
began work on January 3 and is
already busy organizing his new
workload and reorganizing some
of the ways we do business. Aaron
joins us from Maxwell NWR, so
please join me in welcoming him
on board.
Ben Lanford, our Law Enforcement Officer, completed the last
of his field training in mid-January
and is finally on duty on the
Refuge. Ben will work a varied
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schedule that will include both late
evening and early morning patrols
and some weekend work. Don’t
expect to see him around the office
very much as he’ll be spending
most of his time in the field.
I’d like also to extend a warm
welcome to Sean Brophy, who accepted the Refuge Operations Specialist position, which was formerly
held by Bernard Lujan. Sean comes
to us from Humboldt Bay NWR
in California and will enter duty
on March 28.
Another bit of good news is
that on January 21 the Bosque del
Apache Youth-Only Spring Turkey Hunt was officially approved.
Four lucky kids will be selected to
hunt Rio Grande Turkey on the
Refuge for the first time during
four consecutive weekend hunts
starting April 16. Information and
applications for this new hunt are
available on the Refuge and Friends
websites or at the Visitor Center. I
encourage all members who have
or know of eligible kids (17 years
or younger), who have completed
a state-approved Hunter Safety
course, to apply.
On January 23, Regional Director Tuggle approved a request to
officially name the new trail at the
south end of the Marsh Loop the
John P. Taylor Memorial Trail.
Five new interpretive wayside
exhibits are planned for this site
and will be developed and installed
later in the year.
Planning for the new Refuge
sewage treatment plant continues. Preliminary design plans
are expected to be finalized by
mid-March, with state approval
expected shortly thereafter. Once
the plans are approved, they will be
released for bid and the winning
company will have until early fall
to complete the work and have the

system fully functional.
We also received funding for
some much needed repairs to the
apartments/bunkhouse. Depending on how far the funding goes, we
plan to replace the roof, remove the
existing suspended ceiling and reexpose the original vigas, complete
some plumbing repairs, re-stucco
the entire building and replace
some flooring, mattresses and bedding. We’ll see how far down the
list we can get!

Help!
This newsletter
needs a long-term
editor!
The volunteer job requires
about six hours per quarter,
a good command of the
English language, and an
interest in finding out what is
happening at the Bosque. If
you’re interested, please call
Leigh Ann at 838-2120 for
more information.

Festival Cover Art
Submissions

We want submissions for the
2012 Festival of the Cranes brochure cover art! The work should
be high resolution color images
that can be formatted to fit 8.5” x
11” or 11”x17” with space for title
text. Images should be appropriate
for merchandise: magnets, mugs,
T-shirts, pins. Images can be illustrations, paintings, photographs:
anything that would translate
well on a brochure cover and
merchandise. Please send images
electronically to festival@sdc.org
or friends@sdc.org. Deadline for
entries is May 1, 2011. For more
information: 575-838-2120.

The Greatest Job in
the World!

by Aaron Mize
March will mark my third month
on the job at Bosque del Apache as
the Deputy Refuge Manager, and
I take this opportunity to tell you
how grateful I am to be at such a
wonderful refuge and how I'm very
much looking forward to the future. Since arriving, I have had the
pleasure to meet all of our talented
volunteers and permanent staff.
The volume of work that all these
people do for wildlife, habitat, and
people is truly astounding.
I am originally from the small
town of Hudsonville, Michigan.
Growing up in rural southwest
Michigan, my backyard was rolling farm fields broken by wooded
creek drainages and patchworks
of forests. My earliest passion
was exploring these woodlots and
creek bottoms, and spending time
with family fishing, hunting, and
camping. In high school and in
college, the larger forests of northern Michigan became my backyard
where I continued exploring the
great outdoors. Seney National
Wildlife Refuge is part of this wild
and unbroken landscape. While
on a Snowshoe Hare hunting trip
to Seney NWR, I saw a refuge entrance sign that read, “Welcome to
YOUR National Wildlife Refuge.”
I fell in love with the concept that
our nation had set aside places
where wildlife was always first. I
knew what career I wanted to serve

in for the rest of my life.
Next year will mark 10 years
with the Service for me, and I'm
just as excited about the next
20. My career started as I was
attending college at Lake Superior State University in Sault Ste.
Marie, Michigan, where I earned
a Bachelor of Science in Wildlife
Management. During my summers at Lake State, I worked as
a seasonal waterways technician
for the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources and as a biotechfor the U.S. Forest Service in
the Hiawatha National Forest. My
first job with the Fish and Wildlife
Service was at the Devils Lake Wetland Management District Office
in Devils Lake, North Dakota, as a
temporary wildlife technician. My
first permanent position came soon
thereafter with Ducks Unlimited,
Inc., in North Dakota managing a
North American Wetland Conservation Act Grant. Within a year I
came back to the Fish and Wildlife
Service as a wetland easement technician, mapping Service wetland
easements across the prairie pothole region of North Dakota. My
next stop was the Mississippi Delta
of northeastern Arkansas where I
worked as a biological science technician at Big Lake National Wildlife Refuge for four years. I then
transferred to Maxwell National
Wildlife Refuge in northern New
Mexico to serve as the refuge manager. While at Maxwell I met my
fiancé Katelyn, and after only two
years at Maxwell I accepted the position here at Bosque del Apache.
The same week I accepted this

Deputy Refuge Manager Aaron Mize reads the
band numbers of a male Green-winged Teal
during a recent banding effort at Bosque del
Apache NWR.

position, Katelyn accepted a job
as a postpartum nurse at Lovelace
Women’s Hospital in Albuquerque.
My family has always come first,
and through the strength they
provide, I feel I have boundless
energy and enthusiasm for my
chosen life's work to serve wildlife,
habitats, and people through the
mission of the National Wildlife
Refuge System. Since my start as a
GS-4 seasonal employee, I've said
at every step and in every place I’ve
worked, "I have the greatest job in
the world."
In challenging times of declining budgets and manpower, I
believe we should never lose sight
of our commitment to the wildlife
and habitat resources that we are
entrusted to manage. Commitment to caring for our staff and the
public is just as important, as they
are our greatest legacy to benefit
wildlife and habitats. To achieve
these goals, I believe it is necessary
to maintain a culture that consists
of three things: integrity in all
that we do because it is all we will
have to stand on; clear and open
communication that will foster an
environment of inclusiveness; and
effective collaboration with each
other and our partners.
I work daily with Refuge Manager Tom Melanson and the entire
Refuge staff to help set priorities
and lead discussions about the
Refuge’s direction. In my first few
months I have worked to make the
most of new opportunities. In the
coming months I look forward to
learning even more about this special place and how I might help the
staff with specific issues and challenges and be of service in general.
Did I mention that I have the
greatest job in the world?
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Smile! You’re on Elk
Cam!

by Ashley Inslee

Bosque del Apache NWR elk are
getting an opportunity to showcase
their modeling skills with the trail
cameras that are set up throughout
the Refuge. A study was initiated
early last fall incorporating radiotelemetry, road-based surveys, aerial
surveys, and camera-trapping to
estimate the number of elk in the
managed riparian corridor of the
Bosque. Recently, 44 trail cameras
were deployed after two months
of work by volunteers Nate and
Liz Johnson. The cameras for this
study will run for at least three
years, under a collaborative effort by the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service and University of
Arizona students in Tucson.
Camera trapping dates back to
the 1800’s when a single photo
could be taken per night after an
animal tugged at a baited string.
Obviously, technology has moved
us forward to 35 mm film cameratrapping, and even further to
digital cameras where the limiting
factor becomes power rather than
“film” availability. The revolution
of digital technology has benefited
wildlife biology by allowing a
constant presence in remote areas
to photograph elusive animals,
calculate species abundance and

diversity, define distributional
changes, and indicate the presence
of invasive species among many
other uses. It also gives researchers
the capability to make correlations
and ask further questions.
With the images collected from
these cameras we will compare four
techniques that estimate population size. Two of the programs use
a mark-resight model: ear tags will
be used for individual identification; collared (marked) animals
will be used but no distinction will
be made among individuals. Another program is based on mixture
models based on presence/absence
data that does not require marked
individuals. The final program
uses the mechanistic models of
particle collision without marked
individuals.
These four techniques will be
compared among radiotelemetry,
road-based survey, and aerial
survey models to determine which
is most appropriate for estimating
elk population size. This study
will use tried and true techniques
that biologists are confident in
to validate novel and innovative
techniques. Ultimately, it will give
wildlife managers the ability to use
camera trapping as a tool to estimate abundance without marking
individuals, with the hope that it
will be useful across many species.

Elk caught on camera,
February 1, 2011
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Mountain Lion
Research

by John Vradenburg

During Spring 2010, Bosque del
Apache NWR, in cooperation with
the New Mexico Department of
Game and Fish, initiated a monitoring effort to determine how
Mountain Lions use the riparian
habitat of the Refuge. Through
this monitoring, Refuge management can determine if Mountain
Lion activity on the Refuge is
putting humans, lions, or both,
in danger due to an increased
opportunity of encounters. To
facilitate this effort the Refuge
called upon the assistance of Dr.
Travis Perry of Furman University,
who has been conducting Mountain Lion research throughout
New Mexico. We have learned a
lot about Mountain Lions on the
Refuge over the course of this first
year, but like many monitoring
and research activities, this baseline
inventory has stimulated more
questions.
Four lions were captured between February and June of 2010,
including a yearling male, an adult
male, and two adult females. Dr.
Perry has been monitoring lion activity through GPS data points that
each collar registers eight times per
night. Using this data Dr. Perry
can determine home range and territory size, proximity of Mountain
Lions to food resources, dispersal
behavior of yearling cats, and
habitat use. The GPS data is key
to determining the location of kill
sites. Once documented, these sites
are visited at a later date to confirm
what prey each Mountain Lion has
killed.
Despite the interesting results
that this past year’s monitoring
has provided to the Refuge, the

question of “can the threat of
potential lion/human interactions
be reduced?” has not been addressed. Currently the GPS collars
are scheduled to drop off of the
lions in April. The Friends of the
Bosque has partnered with Dr. Perry to begin a research project that
will evaluate techniques that could
potentially “train” Mountain Lions
to avoid areas of human concentration. This new research question
will require that we continue the
GPS monitoring, so this spring Dr.
Perry and his crew will recapture
the female lions on the Refuge and
re-collar them. Additionally they
will attempt to capture new lions
to continue gathering data that will
support this and other studies.
Even though it would be exciting to see a Mountain Lion on the
Refuge, it is important for us to
remember that repeated encounters
can potentially be dangerous to humans, but more importantly, can
be life-threatening to the cats.

Another Challenge
Met!

by Leigh Ann Vradenburg

The Emerson Learn Bus Scholarship Endowment fund has reached
the $25,000 goal set by the Board in
September 2009! Although it is estimated that the corpus of the fund
would need to be at least $100,000
to support fully the annual expenditures of the bus scholarship program, this milestone was established
by the Board as the threshold for
formally restricting these donations
and treating them as an endowment.
Thanks to those who donated in
response to Cheryl Learn’s January article. For those who wish to
contribute to this worthy cause,
please do so online or send a check
to Friends of Bosque, PO Box 340,
San Antonio, NM 87832.

Friends Bid Farewell to Founding Member
Dave Rider

by John Bertrand

With sadness and reverence, we
report the recent passing of Dave
Rider, one of the founding officers
of the Friends of the Bosque del
Apache.
The year was 1993, when the
‘Friends’ existed only as a wish in
the mind of Refuge Manager Phil
Norton. On a late summer weekend, Dave Rider and Roy Poole,
both recently transferred to Kirtland Air Force Base,
were out sight-seeing
when they chanced
upon the Bosque
del Apache National
Wildlife Refuge. They
were impressed with
its peacefulness and
beauty. Rider then
was layout designer
and illustrator for the
Air Force Safety Magazine published at Kirtland. Roy Poole was a
pilot and editor of the magazine.
While touring the Refuge, the
pair encountered Norton, who
encouraged them to add their
names to a list of people willing
to help out. The following week,
Rider received a call asking for help
to illustrate a driving guide to the
Refuge.
But Norton had bigger plans in
mind for the pair. Throughout the
summer, Norton had been exploring the feasibility of a communitybased non-profit group to support
the Refuge and accomplish tasks
for which government funds were
not available. One immediate
need was for a Refuge periodical
for visitors. A longer-range goal
was to increase non-restricted
revenues by replacing the off-site
group which operated the book

store in the Visitor Center.
Norton now asked Poole and
Rider to take the lead to form an
active Friends group. The pair
teamed up with Socorro elementary teacher Millie Kinzer, Socorro
hospital radiologist Cecil Kimberlin and Bosque volunteer John
Bertrand to form a core group. In
September and October, Pool and
Rider commuted most weekends
to Bosque; by the November Festival of the
Cranes, an expanded
organizing group was
ready to begin soliciting memberships in
the fledgling Friends
of the Bosque del
Apache. When the
time arrived to incorporate the Friends as
a New Mexico non-profit, Dave
Rider stepped up as the organization’s first-ever Vice President.
With his help, the incorporation
was accomplished in just five short
weeks.
Rider never lost his love of the
Bosque. One of the Friends’ first
activities was to begin publication
of The Bosque Habitat! in 199394. Rider contributed a series of
humorous illustrations for the first
issue, and a biting editorial cartoon
for the second issue. While he
remained at Kirtland, he continued
to visit and enjoy the Refuge.
Rider died suddenly at age 72 on
Jan. 28 of complications following
heart surgery. A military service
in his honor was scheduled at the
Riverside National Cemetery in
California. He departs with the
prayers and thanks of all who enjoy
the Bosque’s wildlife.
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one more reminiscent of the environment before overgrazing and
by Lise Spargo
erosion changed the landscape.
Regular readers of Bosque Watch
Once under the Interstate, the
will know that in September 2009,
trail becomes steeper as it climbs
Congress approved the Chupadera
toward the rock wall that marks
Peak acquisition for inclusion in
the entrance to the as yet invisible
the Chupadera Wilderness Area.
Red Canyon. At this point blackThis was an unprecedented act as
spined pricklypear gives way to its
it was the first time ever that land
fleshier light needled cousin, cholla
donated to a National Wildlife
cactus become more common and
Refuge by a “Friends” organization
Apache plume chokes the arroyo
had become a designated wilderbottom. Looking back toward
ness area. This however is not the
the Refuge, the view widens. The
only thing that makes this part of
layout of the ponds and waterways
the Bosque del Apache National
becomes apparent and the cotWildlife Refuge unique. The trail
tonwood lined course of the river
that takes hikers from near the
stands in relief against the eastern
Refuge Visitor Center to Chuwall of the valley. For visitors to the
padera Peak highlights some of the
Refuge, there is no other view like
most unusual geologic and habitat
it, at least until you get to the top.
features on the Refuge.
At this point the trail seems to
The 9.5 mile (round trip) trail
run into the wall of red stone from
begins with a short climb onto the
which the hidden canyon takes its
alluvial deposits called bajada that
name. This red stone, a mixture
slope to the base of the Chupadera
of basalt and silica, is the remnant
Mountains. Covered with invasive
of extremely energetic volcanic
creosote and an occasional blackactivity in the region during the
spined pricklypear, the lower part
Oligocene and succeeding Mioof the trail is a stark reminder of
cene epoch, approximately 37 to
the effects of overgrazing and soil
24 million years ago. The Socorro,
loss so common in the region. But
Magdalena and San Mateo mounas the trail climbs west to cross untains, all visible from Chupadera
der Interstate 25, the arroyo deepPeak, are further remnants of this
ens and the extra water captured
activity.
from the slopes hosts a more varied
On closer examination, the red
community of littleleaf sumac,
stone of this particular canyon has
ephedra, mesquite and grasses. This
an unusual, pockmarked appearis not a pristine community but
ance. Unlike the very fluid, basalt
rich lava which flowed from a small
peak at the top of Mesa Contadero
(also called Black Mesa) on the east
side of the valley a mere 3 million
years ago, the Miocene eruption
Red basalt
on the west side of the valley was
and silica
sticky stuff. Mixed with gas, ash
formaand mud, this flow oozed rather
tion marks
entrance to than flowed from volcanic vents.
Red Canyon As the lava cooled, the abundant
gas mixed within created bubbles
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View from the Top

Chupaderas form backdrop to
landing Sandhill Cranes

which when eroded produced the
pitted surface now visible. The
result, 24 million years later, is a
canyon lined with its own water
collection system.
The community of hedgehog
cactus, prickly pear, cedar, sotol,
grasses, sumac, and cholla that
grow in the alluvial soil of the canyon bottom spread up the sides of
the rock walls, putting their roots
down into the moist cracks and
“pockmarks” left by the expanding gases millions of years ago. For
plant enthusiasts, the sotol which
appear in the canyon and south
flank of the ridge trail have taken
advantage of this microenvironment to flourish at the northern
most reaches of their Chihuahuan
Desert habitat.
To understand the final chapter
in the story, you have to see the
view from the top. At 6,272 feet,
Chupadera Peak overlooks many
miles of what we now call the
Rio Grande Valley. But like the
formation of Mesa Contadero,
the appearance of the river is, in
geologic terms, a recent event. First
came the rift. Approximately 30
million years ago, this part of the
North American continent began
(and continues) to tear itself apart.
In the intervening years, this crack
in the earth’s crust which reaches
from southern Colorado to Texas,
has widened and the valley floor
has dropped an astounding 26,000
feet in some places. Eventually, the

valley or rift that was produced provided a sloping channel for northern
waters to flow south to the Gulf, and the Rio was born. Millions of years
of deposition and subsequent down-cutting have produced the view you
see from the top, but the volcanic Chupadera, like many in the area, sit on
lateral and still active faults that radiate out from the rift. The process is
ongoing and in a few million years what is now a river valley may be an arm
of the Gulf of Mexico. In the meantime, Red Canyon holds a very special
community of plants, which makes this gift from the Friends even more
unique.

Magic and Mystery on the Rio Viejo Trail

by Charlene Andres-Rohr

Reopened February 2011
Long after the crane symphony and snow goose ballet have ended, the
Rio Viejo Trail beckons. Whether discovering anew or becoming reacquainted with an old friend, the 1.7-mile stroll through riparian habitat
reveals the magical world of the Bosque. The crackle and crunch of dried
brush underfoot echoes in the silence. I mentally whisper so the solitude is
not disrupted.
A Kestrel grasps the top branch of a nearby cottonwood, surveying the
landscape below. A Red Tail Hawk glares down from his perch inspecting the underbrush for a snack from one of the pocket gopher and ground
squirrel condos along the trail.
Across the first footbridge, a log bench invites me to sit and observe. As I
take my position the White-crowned Sparrows scatter from the brush. They
are making way for the Chipping Sparrows soon to arrive. With patience,
I am rewarded as a Roadrunner scurries past, unaware of my gaze. Time to
move on. Oh, wait! Nestled between the cottonwood and willows is a Mule
Deer bed.
At the next footbridge a pair of Mallards is serenaded by a mighty bullfrog with a belly full of whatever it can snag at the water’s edge. Suddenly,
movement in a nearby tree! In the fading afternoon light, could a Great
Horned Owl be observing me?
Along the trail, tracks and scat map the Elk and Mule Deer super highway between the Rio Grande and the Refuge. At the final footbridge, my
camera and notebook inspect and record scat and surrounding scratches.
Is that evidence of Cougar, Bobcat or Coyote? All
would have ample food
here. I need to stop in the
Visitor Center bookstore
for a guide to help my
detective work.
What will I find on my
next stroll?

Join us at our monthly Education Programs! Go to
www.friendsofthebosque.org and click on Educational Events

North with the Birds

by Cathie Sandell

Ah, April - the cranes and geese
are long gone, time to start looking for the first spring migrants.
White-crowned, Savannah and
Song Sparrows are still around
but not for long. They will soon
be replaced by Chipping and Lark
Sparrows. Hopefully the March
winds will abate on time and it will
be a pleasure to be outside again.
The Bosque del Apache NWR is
well known as a wintering location for thousands of ducks, geese,
cranes and raptors. It is not so well
known as a migration corridor for
birds that spend the winter to the
south, some as far away as Brazil.
Swallows are returning in good
numbers along with the white
egrets and teal. Resident volunteers
vie to be the first to find the longlegged ruddy American Avocet.
For birders in the know, the
Bosque is a prime spot for the
shorebird migration. These birds
will seek out anywhere there is
receding water creating mud flats
and damp shorelines. There is always the chance of spotting a rarity
along with the expected yellowlegs,
Western Sandpiper, and Wilson’s
Phalarope which can be here in
huge numbers. My personal favorites are the dapper Black-necked
Stilts and cinnamon colored
American Avocets with their long
turned up bills. In the spring of
2010 an uncommon female Ruff
know as a Reeve put in an appearance at the impoundment south of
the Marsh Deck that drew birders
from throughout the state. It’s this
kind of sighting that makes the
Bosque an exciting place for the
shorebird migration.
Our resident Black and Say’s
Phoebes are joined by the brilliant
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red Vermilion Flycatcher. As many
as three pairs were spotted last
year on the Farm Loop with the
most reliable being a pair hanging
around the Flight Deck parking
area. It was fun to watch vehicles
cruising by and suddenly hitting
the brakes when the male was
spotted flycatching from one of
the parking posts - a definite “a-ha”
moment in birdwatching. Less
stunning but more visible is the
yellow fronted Western Kingbird
and its desert counterpart the pale
colored Ash-throated Flycatcher.
And then there are the brightly
colored neotropical warblers,
grosbeaks and orioles - the favorites
of many birders because of their
bright colors. Common Yellowthroat and Yellow Warbler are nesting warblers, the rest are merely
passing through to other habitats
including the nearby Magdalena
Mountains. Last spring I would
arise at dawn and walk the twoway road between the Eagle Scout
Deck and the old heron rookery.
On some mornings I would be
rewarded with flocks of warblers of
every color - Townsend’s, Lucy’s,
Wilson’s, Virginia’s, Orangecrowned, Grace’s and Black-throated Gray. Other mornings I would
catch a glimpse of the yellow, black
and white of the Yellow-breasted
Chat, a bird I heard often but
rarely saw. There were at least four
different males along that stretch.
These along with the Black-headed
and Blue Grosbeak, Western and
Summer Tanager, and the orange
Bullock’s Oriole are the epitome of
spring migration to many birders.
White-faced Ibis pass through in
large numbers with their red legs
and faces. This is a good time to
search through the flocks looking for the blue legs and face of a
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Glossy Ibis, their eastern cousin. In
the evenings look for the first Lesser Nighthawks hawking insects.
It’s also time to dust off and fill the
hummingbird feeders as the first
Black-chinned should be arriving.
Check out the soaring buteos for
arriving Swainson’s Hawks from
the Argentine pampas along with
Turkey Vultures from Mexico.
There should be a family of birds
to please almost everyone. The
Bosque can be a magical place during migration with species arriving
and departing daily so get out and
enjoy the day - you can’t take it
with you.

Philanthropy for the
Average Joe/Joan

by Leigh Ann Vradenburg

Are you aware that you can support the Friends of the Bosque del
Apache and Bosque del Apache
National Wildlife Refuge over the
long term while ensuring or even
improving your financial security?
What better way to give back to
the place that has given you serenity with the birds at sunrise, an album full of photos, those precious
outdoor memories with your child
or grandchild, or your annual trek
to one of the best birding festivals
in the nation? Gifts made as part
of your overall financial and/or
estate planning, i.e. “planned gifts,”
are not just for the wealthy, and are
an easy way to take your giving to
the next level beyond your annual
membership.
Depending on your needs and
priorities, there is a planned giving
option that will benefit you, your
loved ones, and the Friends. The
following sections will give you a
simplified overview of these options in common scenarios.

$

TO MAINTAIN YOUR
CURRENT CASH
BALANCE AND FLOW
Maybe a gift from your will or
trust or through your retirement
plan would be right for you. A
Charitable Bequest is made
through a provision in your will or
trust agreement that provides for the
transfer of assets upon your death.
A Charitable Bequest costs you
nothing during your lifetime and is
fully deductible for federal estate tax
purposes. There are different forms
of bequests, including specific dollar
or asset amounts or percentages of
an estate, which can be handled in a
few sentences in your will. Working
with you and/or your representative,
the Friends of the Bosque NWR can
assist you in drafting language for
your will that ensures your bequest
is used for the purpose you intended
and that merges your gifting
interests with Friends and Refuge
needs.
You can also name the Friends of
the Bosque del Apache as the principal or contingent beneficiary of a
retirement plan. Retirement plan
assets are subject to both income
and estate taxes upon your death if
designated to your heirs; however,
these assets can be assigned instead
to a charity such as the Friends
without the erosion of these combined taxes.
gTIP: Name the Friends as the
beneficiary of your retirement plan
and leave the less-taxed assets to
your heirs.

$

TO RECEIVE INCOME
FOR YOUR LIFETIME
AND A TAX DEDUCTION
A Charitable Remainder Trust
might be the right approach. A
Charitable Remainder Trust allows
you to transfer assets, usually cash
or securities, to a trustee of choice

such as a bank trust department.
During the life of the trust, which
may range from a few years to a
lifetime, the trustee invests the
assets and provides annual income
to you or others you designate,
whether as a fixed percentage of
the principal (Unitrust) or a fixed
dollar amount (Annuity Trust).
At the end of the trust’s life, the
remaining assets pass to the Friends
to be used for the purpose defined
when the trust was created. As a
planned gift, a Charitable Remainder Trust allows you to convert
non-income producing assets to
income producing assets without
creating any taxable capital gains,
increase your current income, and
take an immediate charitable tax
deduction for assets the Friends
will receive at some later date.

$

TO PROTECT YOUR
ASSETS AND REDUCE
THE GIFT AND ESTATE
TAX LIABILITY
A Charitable Lead Trust may be
your best bet. A Lead Trust is the
“mirror image” of a Remainder
Trust. Instead of having income
payments directed to you, payments
are made first to the Friends for a
specified term of years. When the
term of years expires, the trust assets
are transferred either back to you or,
more frequently, to your beneficiaries. If you can forgo income from
the assets placed in the trust for a
period of years, the Lead Trust is an
excellent way to provide the Friends
with a significant stream of income
payments in return for reduced gift
and estate tax liability. A Charitable
Lead Trust allows you to support
the Friends with income you currently do not need (e.g., investment
income not needed during your
working years) but which you may
need at some later date (e.g., during
your retirement).

$

TO LEVERAGE YOUR
MONEY
Check with your employer, former
employer or a board you serve on,
to see if they will match any contribution you make to the Friends.
Many companies offer a matching
gift program, including some that
will double, triple, and in some
cases, quadruple your own gift.

$

DON’T WANT TO WAIT?

An Outright Gift might be your
choice, especially if you want to
see the effects of your money and
receive a tax credit now. Gifts of
cash are the most common asset
for charitable giving, especially
unrestricted gifts. Publicly-traded
securities that have appreciated in
market value over the long term
can also be a charitable gift. Your
tax deduction is based on fair
market value of the securities,
regardless of what you paid for
them, and you pay no capital gains
tax. Major donors, in consultation
with the Friends and the Refuge,
may wish to support/establish a
program immediately with an Outright Gift and make a provision to
contribute to it later through another planned gift such as a Bequest
or a Charitable Remainder Trust.
While unrestricted donations are
always needed and appreciated,
donations to the Friends can also
be targeted to support any of the
continuing programs funded by
existing donor funds, including
the bus scholarship program, our
education program, and others.
Funds can also be used toward specific refuge needs, such as research,
interpretation, invasive species
control, youth hunting programs,
and habitat improvement. Please
contact the Friends to discuss your

options for targeted donations.
Donors have many options.
Because planned gifts are financial instruments, potential donors
should consult their financial or
legal advisors to decide the type
and method of planned giving that
suits them.

A Friend from the
Shadows

by Leigh Ann Vradenburg

Just after Thanksgiving last
year the Friends received a certified letter containing a check for
$42,788.97 as a disbursement from
the estate of Sylvia C. Koerber.
Who was Ms. Koerber, and what
was her connection to Bosque del
Apache NWR that spurred such
a tremendous gift? Well, we don’t
really know, and other than her
archived membership forms from
years past, there are no records of
her involvement in the Friends.
From the Trustee we learned that
the 90-year-old had no surviving
spouse or children to whom we
could address a gracious letter or
pose questions.
I like to think that years ago, Ms.
Koerber escaped the Albuquerque
heat of an August afternoon to sit
in the shade of a cottonwood and
watch the black chins at the feeders, and that she braved sub-freezing February mornings to watch
our cranes dancing and flirting and
thinking of their upcoming journey. Maybe she came to Festival
or darkened the door of the Visitor Center a time or two, but that
wasn’t why she was here. Bosque
del Apache had meaning for her,
and in a quiet way, Ms. Sylvia C.
Koerber has reaffirmed the value
of this resource and helped us to
ensure that it is preserved. We are
eternally grateful.
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The Friends of the Bosque del Apache
National Wildlife Refuge is a registered 501 (C) (3) nonprofit corporation incorporated in New Mexico. The
Friends promotes appreciation and
conservation of wildlife and habitat
through environmental education and
natural history experiences at Bosque del
Apache National Wildlife Refuge.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
OFFICERS

President: Dr. Paul C. White
pcwhite@ix.netcom.com
Vice President: Jerry Goffe
jgoffe20@comcast.net
Secretary: Vacant
Treasurer: Marj Longenbaugh
dmlong@peoplepc.com

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE

Linda Brown
fiteranch@fiteranchbedandbreakfast.com
Kumar Golap
kgolap@gmail.com
Jill Green
gjocabed@aol.com
Karla Moore
karla@nmt.edu
Bob Moran
geebobm@msn.com
Jerry Oldenettel—Education Chair
borealowl@aol.com
Gary Singer
gsinger@earthlink.net
Lise Spargo
lisespargo@aol.com

Public Relations Co-Chairs
John Bertrand
John_Bertrand@hotmail.com
Sandy Seth
seth@bestdog.com

Webmaster

Sandy Seth
seth@bestdog.com

FRIENDS STAFF

Executive Director
Leigh Ann Vradenburg
575/838-2120
friends@sdc.org

Nature Store Manager
Shirleen Greenwood
natstore@sdc.org
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Festival Coordinator
Robyn Harrison
festival@sdc.org

BUSINESS SPONSORS
(Annual contributions of $200
or more in cash or in kind)

Jerry Goffe
Nature PhotoWorks
3108 Monte Vista Blvd. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87106-2118
505/385-3333
Naturephotoworks.com

BirdSongGallery.com
Art & Photography
PO Box 433
Ranchos de Taos, NM 87557
www.birdsonggallery.com

Judith Roderick
hand painted SILK
72 Overlook Drive
Placitas, NM 87043-8907
505/867-0067
rainbowpaintr@comcast.net

BuildASign
11525B Stonehollow Dr., Ste. 220
Austin, TX 78758
800/330-9622
BuildASign.com

Moran Engineering Inc.
137 Sunrise Bluffs Dr.
Belen, NM 87002
505/280-5070
geebobm@msn.com

Casa Blanca Bed & Breakfast
13 Montoya St.
PO Box 31
San Antonio, NM 87832
575/835-3027
casablancab&b@hotmail.com
www.casablancabedandbreakfast.com

Rio Abajo Antiques
PO Box 159
San Antonio, NM 87832
575/835-2872

Dancing Cranes Guest House & Gallery
311 Farm Market Road
PO Box 458
San Antonio, NM 87832
575/517-9273
dancingcranesguesthouse@yahoo.com
Days Inn, Socorro, NM
507 N. California St.
Socorro, NM 87801
505/573-4238
amy71087@yahoo.com
Don Boyd Photography
704 Fitch Ave.
Socorro, NM 87801
575/202-5971
dwodonb@aol.com
www.donboyd.com
Emergency Management & Safety Solutions
Regina Phelps
260 Whitney St.
San Francisco, CA 94131
www.ems-solutionsinc.com
Gail Diane Yovanovich
Photography
180 W. Hill Ranch Rd.
Edgewood, NM 87015
505/281-5742
www.gdycreations.com

SDC Internet
722 N. California St., Suite 4
Socorro, NM 87801
575/838-1620
www.sdc.org
Sespe Creek Insectary
PO Box 176
Lindsay, CA 93247-0176
559/562-6464
Wild Birds Unlimited
7200 Montgomery Blvd. NE, #G-3
Albuquerque, NM 87109
505/883-0324
albuquerqueeast.wbu.com
Wild Birds Unlimited, Santa Rosa
71 Brookwood Ave.
Santa Rosa, CA 95404-4511
707/576-0861
tsosprey@sonic.net
santarosa.wbu.com

DONORS & MEMORIALS

Individuals/Organizations contributing to the
Refuge and/or Friends between December 1,
2010 and February 28, 2011

DONORS
Berrendo Volunteer Fire Department
City of Socorro
CNMAS Thursday Birders
Delores Brandon

Jerry & Betty Lou Conn
Teralene Foxx
Rebecca Gracey
Frank Graves
Bob Griffith
Betty Lou Grimm
Tara Hagen
Lester & Barbara Holden
Evelyn Horn
Melissa Howard
Maxine Johnson
John & Jo Kleis
Sylvia C. Koerber
Carol McChesney
Letitia Morris & Mark Higgins
Native Plant Society-Albuquerque
Chapter
Northern Arizona Audubon
Katherine Petriwsky
Allan & Alice Sanford
Loretta Sharp
J. R. Seeger & Lise Spargo
Sandy Seth
Craig P. Slutz
Randolph C. Speers
Benjamin Stone
Jim & Solveiga Unger
Stephen Lee Wishny
MEMORIALS
Sarah M. Bean
by:
Jean M. Lyon
Eleanor Boys Blank
by:
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Boys
George & Judith Goodman
Mr. & Mrs. John Scheetz
George Stone
Emerson Learn
by : Kaye & Sharon Ruske
Margaret & Paul White
Bob Merkel
by:
Ruth Hamilton & Michael
		
Jokinen
Allan & Alice Sanford
Honoring
Wilho F. MacNeil by John & Fran
McNeil
Jim Wilce by Sarah Wilce

SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIPS

Memberships opened or renewed between
December 1, 2010 & February 28, 2011

Special Friends ($60 - $99)
Meredith Anderson
Delores Brandon & Rick Williams
Larry & Gen Burda
Cynthia & Michael Collier
Nancy Crutchfield
Cam Duncan, Susan, Suzanna & 		
Genny
Bill Gette
Denise Jones
Carol Kaemper
Nancy Lehrhaupt
Lois Levinson
Jim & Jackie McGrath
Joe & Joy Motto
Patricia Nolan
Susan Radcliffe
David & Tracey Raymo
Carol Richards
Susan Richards & Rex Myers
Rusty of RKL, Inc.
Marita Tengco, Mirinisa Stewart-		
Tengco & Tom Stewart
Tyler & Marcia Tingley
Best Friends ($100-$499)
Anne Beckett
Garland D. Bills
Ken Borges & Stephanie DiCenzo
Keith & Mia Brink
Jill & Patrick Buckley
Joe & Lois Cancellare
Michael A. Cole
Kay M. Condiss
Dewitt Daggett & Julia Brown
Steve & Linda Dashen
W.R. & Judith Ditzler
Carole Dobbie
Bob Ehrhart & Marilyn MacGregor
Marion P. Fahnestock
Howard & Debra Friendman
Sally & John Ginet
John L. Gray
Tara Hagen
Joe & Nancy Halton
Kay Hart & David Patterson
Ada Haunschild & Richard Wright
James Hickerson
Faith & Thomas Hughes, Fiona &
Lysana
Brian & Bonnie Ivener
Nancy Jacques & Dave Wegner
Taylor B. Joyner
Tom & Marlene Kelley

Ron and Joy Mandelbaum
Katrina Martich & Ed Gill
C.R. & Mariann Martin
Max McPherson & Cathy Behr
John & Judith Merhar
Pat Morgan
Stephen Mosier, James & Thomas
Jerry R. Oldenettel
Dianne Parker
Laura Riese
Sharon & Kaye Ruske
Patty Ryan & David Westphal
Thomas & Karen Salb
Allan & Alice Sanford
J.R. Seeger & Lise Spargo
Dan & Anne Taylor Tack
Robert & Noemi Tonn
Julia E. Vertrees & Greg Toney
Paul Warfield, MD
Greer Warren
David Watkins and Maxine Schmidt
David & Shirley Weeks
Paula & George Welch
Lifetime Members ($1000 & Up)
Glenn & Sue Gastineau
Randy Speers

Friends Fiscal
Responsibility
As a 501(c)(3) organization and
as the custodian of gifts, grants and
other funds for programs at Bosque
del Apache NWR, the Friends of
the Bosque is committed to using
proper controls and procedures to
manage these monies responsibly.
In this spirit and in accordance
with our Financial Policy, we had
a voluntary audit of our fiscal year
2010 financial statements (we are
below the New Mexico income
threshold that requires an audit).
We are proud to report that there
were NO significant deficiencies
or material weaknesses that could
lead to financial misstatements or
cause the reliability of the financial
data to be questioned. The audited
financial statements are online at
www.friendsofthebosque.org/financials
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e-mail: friends@sdc.org

PO Box 340
San Antonio, NM 87832
To see color versions of the photos
in this newsletter, go to:

www.friendsofthebosque.org

SPEAK UP!
Government decisions determine the fate
of the Bosque del Apache. You can help by
letting key decision makers know how you
feel about the Refuge and other natural
resource issues.

PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA

The White House, Washington D.C.
202/456-1111 President@WhiteHouse.gov
US Fish & Wildlife Regional Director
500 Gold Avenue SW
Albuquerque, NM 87102
505/346-2545

Hon. Ken Salazar
Secretary of the Interior
18th & C Streets NW, Rm. 6151
Washington D.C. 20240 202/2087351

NEW MEXICO SENATORS

Hon. Jeff Bingaman
US Senate, Washington D.C. 20510
202/224-5521
website: bingaman.senate.gov
Hon. Tom Udall
US Senate, Washington D.C. 20510
202/224-6621
website: tomudall.senate.gov

NEW MEXICO REPRESENTATIVES
Hon. Martin Heinrich
House of Representatives
Washington D.C. 20515 202/225-6316
website: heinrich.house.gov
Hon. Ben Ray Lujan, Jr.
House of Representatives
Washington D.C. 20515 202/2256190
website: lujan.house.gov
Hon. Steve Pearce
House of Representatives
Washington D.C. 20515 202/225-2365
website: pearce.house.gov

Friends of the Bosque del Apache
Membership Application

Name
Family Members (for Family Membership)
Street

			

		
Interests:

City 		

State 		

Phone					

 Help with Friends activities
 Help with the Festival
 Serve on a Friends Committee

Zip
Email

Please mail with your check to:
Friends of the Bosque del Apache
PO Box 340
San Antonio, NM 87832

Membership Level:
		
 Individual $20			
 Family $25				
 Student $15				
 Senior $15
 Special Friend $60 or more
 Best Friend $100 or more
 Lifetime $1000 or more
 Business Sponsor $200
 Check to receive Newsletter

electronically

Shop -- Renew -- Donate ON LINE www.friendsofthebosque.org

