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PRESIDENTIAL
REFLECTIONS

Paul White

Cold fronts have really brought a chill to the air
and forecasters predict it will stay for a while.
The cranes, geese, and ducks knew this without
any outside help and have been gathering at the
Bosque for weeks. You can follow the action
at (http://twitter.com/FriendsofBosque)? And,
speaking of action, we have had another very
successful Festival of the Cranes.
A highlight of the Friends Dinner, held during
the Festival, was the Martha Hatch Award
presentation. Each year the award goes to the
person who best exhibits the characteristics
of an ideal volunteer, and who has made
outstanding volunteer contributions to the
Friends and the Refuge. This year we honored
Barbara DuBois, a tireless worker at Friends
meetings and other events. Her cheerful smile
has welcomed hundreds of visitors to Festivals
over the years and she persuaded most of them
to join the Friends. Her spirit and her example
are worthy models for us all. Congratulations
and thank you, Barbara.

Paul White, Martha Hatch awardee Barbara
DuBois, and Betty Davis

We were joined for the Friends Dinner by a
special guest, Ms. Jane Lyder, Deputy Assistant
Secretary of the Department of the Interior for
Fish and Wildlife and Parks. Following the Dinner,
Ms. Lyder spoke briefly in the Macey Center
Auditorium. She thanked the Friends for their
work on behalf of the Refuge and took particular
note of the unprecedented gift to the Refuge of
the Chupadera Peak land. Please see the separate

article about our Chupadera Peak donation in
this Bosque Watch. Thank you, Ms. Lyder, for
joining us and thank you Friends.

Jane Lyder, Deputy Assistant Secretary,
Dept. of Interior: Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Thanks also to the 40 or so of you who
attended the Friends Annual Meeting in
October. For those who couldn’t come
because of distance or other commitments,
here’s a quick overview. Friends heard Tom
Melanson, Refuge Manager, summarize
another good year at the Bosque. Among
the highlights are the success of the blacktailed prairie dog reintroduction programs
and funding commitments obtained for
green energy upgrades, roadway repairs
and Visitor Center exhibit improvements.
Leigh Ann, our Executive Director, outlined
the Friends achievements over the past
year. They included partnering with the
Refuge for initiatives such as the rattlesnake
study, a water management project, and
a youth outdoor education and hunt
program; the bus scholarship program to
bring New Mexico school students to the
Refuge; sponsorship of the Jr. Duck Stamp
competition; supporting the Mapping the
Rio program (which brings students on
scientific and investigative field trips to
the Refuge); sponsoring the Festival of the
Cranes; and, of course, publishing Bosque
Watch and the 2010 Habitat! The Friends
ended the fiscal year in good financial
condition, thanks to the continued success
of the Nature Store, and has reserve funds
in hand that will be used during 2010 for

continuing the rattlesnake study, operating
a live-action field camera, and helping the
Refuge develop a ground source heat pump
system for the Visitor Center. In other
business, the Friends re-elected most of
its current slate of officers (Bob Merkel,
Secretary; Jerry Goffe, Vice President;
and Paul White, President), returned
Gary Singer and Jerry Oldenettel to the
Board, and elected Kumar Golap as a new
Board Member. Following the meeting,
John Vradenburg, Refuge Biologist, gave a
presentation on Wetland Agricultural Food
Management, and then led a tour of Refuge
Food Management and Restored Areas.
Kumar Golap, the newest member of the
Friends Board of Directors, is a resident of
Socorro and an Associate Scientist with the
National Radio Astronomy Observatory
(NRAO). He is a physics graduate of Delhi
University and holds a PhD from University
of Mauritius. When not working on data
analysis algorithms for NRAO, he enjoys
birding and photography at the Bosque as
well as elsewhere in the U.S. and abroad.
He looks forward to working with us to
support the Refuge. Please, join me in
welcoming Kumar.
I also ask all of you to join me in bidding a
grateful farewell to Tom Sizemore. Tom is
leaving the Board after exemplary service
as the Friends Treasurer since March 2006.
During Tom’s tenure, he worked tirelessly
to restructure our organization’s financial
practices. The financial manual and
associated policies that Tom created help us
assure you – our supporters and generous
donors – that the Friends management of
its resources meets the highest accounting
standards. We are sorry to see Tom leave
the Board but, because of his efforts, we are
in a good position to manage our financial
affairs without him. We will nevertheless
miss his sound advice and cheerful laughter.
Best wishes, Tom!
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from the editor
Once again, November at Bosque
del Apache was dominated
by the (22nd) Festival of the
Cranes. You will find references
to both the Festival and our
Friends Annual Meeting (held
in October) in President Paul
White's "Reflections." Festival
coordinator Robyn Harrison also
wrote a short evaluation from her
perspective. Then there are some
wonderful images you'll see in this
Bosque Watch; winning entries
from the Festival's photography
contest. We could not include every
one, for lack of space, but all the
top winners and several Honorable
Mention photos are here for your
enjoyment.

Great Egret, G. Singer

Also in this issue: stories about
fire management, about the firstever parcel of land donated by a
Friends group (us) that's now part
of an official wilderness, about
our burgeoning ed program for
elementary school classes, about
rocket netting birds for research,
about refuge managers' 2010 todo list, and finally a book review
("The Raven'). Please don't
forget to check out our Friends-run
adult education programs for this
year 2010. Space is limited for the
events so don't wait, call in your
reservations now.

fire management 
down under
ChrisWilcox (formerly at the Bosque and now
National Fire Operations Program Leader, Fire
Management Branch, USFWS)

Approximately every four years,
a group of fire management
professionals from North America
conduct a fire management study
tour of Australia and New Zealand.
This arrangement is reciprocated
with North America hosting a
fire management study tour of
professionals from Australia and
New Zealand two years later. The
origins of this study tour date back
to 1951, and it has been occurring
at regular intervals since the 1960’s.
The tour is designed to allow fire
management professionals to explore
questions and issues involving fire
and fuels management, and also look
for innovations that can be applied to
fire organizations in their respective
locations. In addition to the immense
broadening of professional horizons
experienced by tour participants, each
tour also involves the discovery of
tips, tricks, and techniques practiced
by fire and resource management
professionals in that other hemisphere.
Chris Wilcox, then New Mexico Fire
Management Officer for the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, was one of eight
individuals selected from the U.S.
and Canada to participate in the 2009
North American Fire Management
Study Tour of Australia and New
Zealand. The other seven participants
represented the U.S. Forest Service,
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Bureau of
Land Management, and Canadian
Forest Service.
The tour began in Sydney, Australia,
on April 26th, spanned 6 Australian
States and parts of New Zealand, and
concluded three weeks later as the
group flew back to the U.S. from

Nelson, New Zealand. They brought
back several recommendations for the
North American Forest Commission
Fire Management Study Group, the
organization that sponsored the tour.
Over the course of the tour, the
North American Fire Management
Delegation met with land managers,
resource specialists, and emergency
managers in the Australian states
of New South Wales, Queensland,
Australia Capital Territory, Victoria,
South Australia, and West Australia,
as well as the South Island of New
Zealand. Problems, issues and
innovations were reviewed and
discussed. The similarities among
management challenges faced by fire
managers in each of the participating
countries were striking. Issues related
to smoke control, the wildland-urban
interface, resource management,
media and public expectations, large
incident management, fire research,
and the application of prescribed fire
were common to all participating
countries. As a result of the 2009
tour, several recommendations
were carried forward within the
interagency community. One of the
outcomes generated from the tour
will be a pilot program that will test
new equipment developed in Australia
at Bosque del Apache NWR and San
Andres NWR in 2010.
Years ago, most fire management
agencies recognized the fact that
they could not effectively respond
to the challenges they faced alone.
Interagency cooperation and mutual
aid agreements are today the norm
throughout the North America Fire
Community. Perhaps fire managers
are now able to recognize that the
same notions may apply to entire
continents as well: the synergies to
be gained from close international
cooperation in fire management are
simply too great to be ignored.
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bosque del apache national wildlife refuge
2010 educational events
February 13, 6:15am - 4:30pm
Jerry Goffe		
Bosque Lounge
Wildlife Photography
(limit 20, reservations required)
Photographer and naturalist Jerry
Goffe and his co-instructors will
provide an overview of wildlife and
nature photography followed by
hands-on experience on the Refuge.
Techniques and tips will be explained
while photographing the Sandhill
Cranes, Geese, other animals, and
landscapes of the refuge. Canon will
supply some photo gear for people
to use. We’ll also have a Canon 13
X 19 inch color printer so everyone
can take home a print or two of their
images created during the workshop.
Bring your camera, instruction
manual, media (memory) cards or
film (what’s film?), tripod, lunch,
water, and proper clothing (layers).
Call 575-835-1828 for reservations.
March 13, 9 a.m. 			
Bob Merkel
San Antonio Firehouse
Quebradas Curved Cliff Hike
(limit 15, reservations required)
A most interesting scenic arroyo east
of the Quebradas Scenic Backcountry
Byway leads to an area covered by
gypsum rock where a high sandstone
cliff looms overhead. There’s a wide
variety of desert plants along the
way. The round trip hike is about 4
miles; more if you climb above the
cliff. Leader Bob Merkel will talk
about Rio Grande rift geology as
well as the plants and animals of our
Chihuahuan desert. Meeting time is
9 a.m. at the US 380 parking area in
front of the San Antonio Firehouse
just east of I-25. We will carpool

Jerry Oldenettel .

from there. High clearance strongly
recommended; 4WD would be nice.
Bring sun protection, snacks, water,
camera, binoculars.
Call 575-835-1828 for reservations.

July 10, 7:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.		
Bill Talbot
Visitor Center
Hummingbird banding
with Bill Talbot

April 17, 7:30 p.m.			
Amy Estelle		
Visitor Center
Sun, Stars & Bird
Migration with Amy Estelle
For millennia humans have navigated
by the stars. Today we rely on
MapQuest and GPS to find our way.
Many bird species migrate long
distances seasonally. What triggers
their migration? How do they find
their way? Are the stars involved?
Join naturalist and amateur
astronomer Amy Estelle for a closer
look at bird migration and the stars
that may guide them. Meet at the
Visitor Center. After an introduction
to the topic, visitors will caravan
to an astronomical observing site
on the refuge where telescopes and
star charts will be available. Bring a
flashlight.
(limit 35 - ages 10 and above please. To
make reservations call 575-835-1828.

August 14, tbd			
Gary Froehlich
Little Things that Rule the
World with Gary Froehlich

May 8, 8:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
Daniel Perry
Visitor Center
International Migratory
Bird Day Celebration:
morning bird walk and
afternoon Refuge bus tour
June 5, 7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Celestyn Brozek		
Visitor Center
Intriguing and Beautiful
Art of the Bird Nest.

September 25 , 7:30 p.m.		
Amy Estelle 			
Visitor’s Center
The Science and Myth of
the Moon with Amy Estelle
October 9, 8 a.m. – 11 a.m.		
Bob Merkel			
Canyon Trailhead
CANYON TRAIL AFTER THE
MONSOON RAINS
___________________________
___________________________

2010 FRIENDS OF
BOSQUE DEL APACHE
BOARD MEETINGS

They start at 10 a.m. 3d Saturday
(usually) of odd-numbered
months. Friends members are
always very welcome to attend.
Great way to get involved.
Board meetings:
Jan. 16, Mar. 20, May 15, July 17,
Sept. 11, Nov. 5, 2010
Friends of Bosque del
Apache Annual Meeting
October 16, 2010
23rd FESTIVAL of the CRANES
November 16-21, 2010
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 chupadera peak granted wilderness status    John Bertrand
It’s official. Bosque del Apache’s
Chupadera Peak is now formally
wilderness land, thus reaching an
objective set by the Refuge and the
Friends in 2006. In 2007, following
a successful fundraising campaign,
the Friends purchased the peak and
140 acres of surrounding land. We
promptly donated it to the Refuge
with the goal of having it declared
wilderness. On September 28, 2009,
Congress formally approved the
wilderness designation of the entire
140-acre parcel. Chupadera Peak
now enjoys the nation’s highest level
of protection under terms of the
Wilderness Act.
With this action by Congress, the
parcel became part of the Refuge’s
5,000-acre Chupadera Wilderness
Area. The designation marks the
first-ever time that the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service has had an
opportunity to apply a provision of
the Wilderness Act which authorizes
the Secretary of the Interior to accept
a donation of land immediately
adjacent to a designated wilderness
area for preservation
as wilderness. The
designation also marks
the first time that land
donated to a National
Wildlife Refuge by a
Friends organization
has become wilderness.
Because wilderness
status was sought
under a previously
unused provision of
the Wilderness Act,
documentation required
nearly two years of close
cooperation among the
Refuge and the Region
2 and Washington, D.C.,

offices of the U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.
The Chupadera Wilderness Area, like
all national wilderness areas, is an
undeveloped respite where visitors
can experience untrammeled natural
habitat, solitude, peace, and quiet that
only nature can provide. Wilderness
designation means the peak will
be managed to protect its natural
resources and to provide opportunities
for environmental education
and primitive public recreation.
Construction of permanent structures,
roads, and the use of motor vehicles
are excluded in any designated
wilderness. The Refuge’s western
boundary fence will be extended to
include the donated parcel as funds
become available.
Chupadera Peak is the highest point
on the Bosque del Apache NWR and
offers stunning panoramic views of the
Refuge, the Rio Grande flood plain
and the bordering Chihuahuan Desert
uplands. It is highly visible from
anywhere on the Refuge and forms a

dramatic backdrop for the thousands
of cranes and geese that photographers
come from all over the world to
capture through their lenses.
The summit is the natural destination
of the Refuge’s popular 9-1/2 mile
round trip Chupadera Wilderness
Hiking Trail. Before the 2007 land
donation, the trail terminated at a
boundary fence short of the peak.
Visitors now can hike from a parking
lot at the trailhead located off Hwy.
1 inside the Refuge all the way to the
trail’s end at the summit and remain
entirely within Refuge lands.
Most of the 140 acres of newly
designated wilderness lies west of
Chupadera peak where access from
the summit is blocked to hikers by a
steep precipice. However, because
off-trail hiking is permitted within the
Chupadera Wilderness, it is possible to
visit the new area by following natural
contours below the summit. A branch
trail departing from the Chupadera
Wilderness Trail just west of I-25 will
be developed in the future, making
access to the new area easier.
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BUSINESS SPONSORS

707/576-0861
tsosprey@sonic.net

Arthur Morris/BIRDS AS ART
PO Box 7245
4041 Granada Dr.
Indian Lake Estates, FL 33855
863/692-0906
Birdsasart@verizon.com

DONORS & MEMORIALS

(Annual contributions of $200 or more, cash or in kind)

BirdSongGallery.com
PO Box 433
Ranchos de Taos, NM 87557
www.birdsonggallery.com
Casa Blanca Bed & Breakfast
13 Montoya St.
PO Box 31
San Antonio, NM 87832
575/835-3027 www.casablancabedandbreakfast.com
Clear Channel Outdoor
458 Industrial Ave. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87107
www.clearchannel.com/outdoor
Don Boyd Photography
3448 Eastridge Pl.
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575/202-5971
dwodonb@aol.com
G.A.G. Charitable Corp.
500 Summit Ave.
Mill Valley, CA 94941-1082
Gail Diane Yovanovich
Fine Art Photography
180 W. Hill Ranch Rd.
Edgewood, NM 87105
505/281-5742
www.gdycreations.com
Jerry Goffe
Nature PhotoWorks
3108 Monte Vista Blvd. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87106-2118
505/385-3333
Judith Roderick/Artist
72 Overlook Drive
Placitas, NM 87043
505/867-0067 rainbowpaintr@comcast.net
Rio Abajo Antiques
PO Box 159
San Antonio, NM 87832
575/838-2872
SDC Internet
722 N. California, Suite 4
Socorro, NM 87801
Sespe Creek Insectary
PO Box 176
Lindsay, CA 93247-0176
559/562-6464
U.S. News University Directory
9417 Princess Palm Ave.
Tampa, FL 33619 www.usnewsuniversitydirectory.com

www.wbu.com/santarosa

Individuals/Organizations contributing to the Refuge
and/or Friends between Sept. 1 and Nov. 31, 2009

DONORS
Adele Arrowsmith
Andrew & Pat Rosenthal
Avelina Bardwell
Bill & Linda Zwick
BP Fabric of America Fund
Charlotte Lipson
CNMAS Thursday Birders
Dale Belcher and Fran Dever
David & Mary Anne Dykstra
Don Van Soelen
Eagle Optics
Gary Singer
Gerry Perrin
Glenn & Sue Gastineau
Ingrid Biel
Jan Muyskens
Jay Lynch
Joe and Shirley Spitler
John & Joanne Kleis
Karen Fasimpaur
Len Umhoefer
Lynda Gage
Marilyn Meinke
Marty & Shirleen Greenwood
Melinda Wilson-Newman
Norcross Wildlife Foundation
Norman Deweaver
Owl Bar and Café
Paul & Margaret White
Philip Bransky
Robert & Joanne Dulski
San Antonio General Store
Sandra Watson
Sespe Creek Insectary
Seth Goldstein
The Buckhorn
MEMORIALS
Clara Lou Nanninga
Emerson Learn
HONORING
Gary Singer
SPECIAL THANKS (Contributors to silent auction
for Emerson Learn Bus Scholarship Endowment)

Southwest Airlines
Charlene Edwards
Tom Melanson
Barbara DuBois
Bob Merkel
Cheryl Learn
Karla Moore
Phil Norton
Marty Evans
Gary Singer

Wild Birds Unlimited
7200 Montgomery Blvd. NE, #C-3
Albuquerque, NM 87109
505/883-0324

SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIPS

Wild Birds Unlimited, Santa Rosa
71 Brookwood Ave.
Santa Rosa, CA 95404-4511

Special Friends ($60 - $99)
Darryl & Sandi Adamson
Paul & Karen Babwin

Memberships opened or renewed September 2009 through
November 2009, enhanced amounts.

Donald & Evelyn Bartram
Dale Belcher & Fran Dever
Ingrid Biel
Michael Bond
Philip & Barbara Bransky
Eleanor J. Courtney
Richard & Eileen Curtin
Robert & Janet Edmunds
Karen Fasimpaur
Norm & Jane Gagne
Kumar Golap
Linda Hixon
Beth Hurst-Waitz & Ron Waitz
Patti & Phil McLain
Jack Meloy
Bob & Nancy Morton
Virginia & Tom O’Neill
Anne & George Petty
Jean Seth
Michael Schneiderman
Bruce & Joyce Schoppe
Joan Silagy
Gary Singer
Bill Stanton & Cathy Ansheles
Emily Stoudt
Pirie & Duane Sublett
Richard & Marjorie Tipton
Leonard Umhoefer
Don Van Soelen
Karl & Eleanor Wettlaufer
Best Friends ($100-$499)
JoAnn Albrecht
Kathy Araki & Todd Hotchkiss
Avelina Bartwell & Steve Wender
Gary & Karen Boettcher
Fred Burrell
Thomas & June Catron
Linda & Gary Chandler
Susan Dean
Barbara DuBois & Charles DeMenna
Bob & Joanne Dulski
Glenn & Sue Gastineau
Jana George
Kathy Gerash
Rebecca Gracey
Nancy & William Johnston
Taylor B. Joyner
Alan & Pat Lillich
CR & Marianne Martin
Dick & Betty Mauch
Bob Moran
Dianne Parker
Adrian Peterson
Kevin & Pat Ryan
Charles & Roberta Ryman
Thomas J. & Karen Salb
Thomas & Colleen Sizemore
Ceilly Smith
Socorro Chile Proppers
Randy & Jennifer Speers
Joe & Shirley Spitler
Nancy Szymanski
Brenda & Matias Vega
Julia E. Vertrees & Greg Toney
Lifetime Members ($1000 & up)
Barbara DuBois (Hatch awardee)
Mary & Edward Saenz
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winter: A time to relax? Guess again!

Shawn Gillette

The Festival and holidays are behind
us and now we can pause for a
moment to breathe deeply and relax.
Right? No, I don’t think so!
The Refuge staff already is tasked
with a number of projects to be
implemented this fiscal year, and
time is a factor for many. With this
new year comes a slew of new tasks;

Snowy Cholla

many involving construction of new
infrastructure. All of them we hope
to complete (or at least make major
gains on) by the end of this fiscal year
– September 30, 2010 – just in time
to begin preparing for the 23d annual
Festival of the Cranes.
Here’s a rough list of the projects
for fiscal 2010 thus far: we plan to
complete improvements to the Marsh
Trail; bury the north boundary power
line (our last overhead line!); install
and intertie water control structures
in Unit 1 to allow moving water from
the Low Flow Conveyance Channel
to the Socorro Canal; develop an
interpretive concept plan for the
Visitor Center with a follow-up scope
of work; construct two new four-stall
parking structures behind the Visitor

Center and mount a total of 15 kW
of photovoltaic panels on them;
begin the process of converting the
Visitor Center HVAC system from
electricity and propane to a ground
source heat pump; begin construction
on improvements to the Visitor
Center parking lot and plaza; develop
the Point of Lands interpretive
area; and finally continue efforts
to locate, interview, and hire new
cooperative farmers for the Refuge’s
farm program. And this is only what
is already planned for the new fiscal
year. There is no telling what other
projects or assignments we may be
tasked with as the year progresses.
Most of the above projects will
be funded through a source of
federal revenue known as Deferred
Maintenance. These are projects
that refuges enter into an electronic
database known as the Service Asset
Maintenance Management System;
SAMMS for short. Refuges all across
the country enter their maintenance
needs, no matter how large or
small, into this system every year.
The projects are then reviewed by
Service managers and allocations are
made depending on the amount of
federal funding available. Several of
the projects, including the Marsh Trail

Geese on Ice

Snowy Prickly Pear

improvements and installation of the
15 kW of photovoltaic panels, will
be funded through stimulus money.
Projects not funded through SAMMS
or stimulus dollars will be paid for
from other refuge accounts.
With the sheer number of added
projects in any given year, it truly
amazes me how this staff can continue
to accomplish this Refuge’s mission
of managing our wintering bird
habitat and protecting our wildlife
resources. Despite the challenges that
are added to our plates, almost daily
it seems, both the “Brown Shirts”
and the volunteer staff always seem
to pull together to get everything
accomplished while still meeting our
congressional mandates. There will
always be SAMMS projects waiting in
the wings and no end to the work that
needs to be done in the day-to-day
running of Bosque del Apache NWR.
So now that the Festival of the Cranes
and the holidays have passed, we can
roll up our sleeves and really get to
work!
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Festival started. Our keynote speech

festival of the cranes has made all of us who attended start

Robyn Harrison

The 22nd Annual Festival of the Cranes
is now one for the history books. Our
people numbers were up, our bird
numbers were down, the weather was
beautiful, there were a few dismal failed
experiments and, all-in-all, it was an
enjoyable and memorable event.
The number of attendees who preregistered for Festival events showed
a 23% increase over 2008. Of these
attendees, 58% were from New
Mexico, not significantly different from
last year. But with the economy in the
tank and gas prices higher than last year,
who could have guessed? It tells me that
(regardless of how our personal finances
are doing) wildlife, birds, and getting
outdoors are important to us and we’re
willing to fork over the funds to take
part in the festivities.
People came out in record numbers to
attend some of our new workshops and
hikes. They learned about loggerhead
shrikes, cougars, bobcats, and what it’s
like to hike to the top of the Bosque’s
very own Chupadera Peak. We offered
at least one hike every day, sometimes
two, and they were all full before the

regarding crows with a different
attitude. Dr. Marzluff entertained us
with his research and made us wary of
crows with tools.
The City of Socorro, our major
partner, provided entertainment nearly
every night of the Festival. There
was Tuesday’s Photography Contest
reception, Wednesday’s Dinner Theater,
Friday’s Social on the Plaza and Eliza
Gilkyson at the Macey Center, and
Saturday night’s Star Party.
We had two major event cancellations,
one due to instructor illness and one to
closure of White Sands Missile Range
to the public. All participants were
refunded their money but it pointed out
the need to have a cell phone or local
number where people can be reached—
leaving messages about cancellations
on home phones 3 states away is not
helpful! We’ll ask for that information
during registration next year.
Something new that we tried this
year was sending out a survey to be
completed by participants for whom we
had valid email addresses. The surveys
also went to volunteers, Bosque staff,

exhibitors, and presenters. The results
of over 140 returned surveys will be
taken into consideration as we begin
planning for next year’s Festival. And,
speaking of planning, a new Festival
Committee was brought to life at the
most recent Friends of the Bosque
board meeting. Committee members
include Executive Director Leigh Ann
Vradenburg; board members Jerry
Goffe and Steve Green; Bosque staff
members Tom Melanson, Daniel Perry,
and Shawn Gillette; and myself. If you
have suggestions for 2010, please let
one of us know!
If you’re interested in playing an even
more conspicuous role next year, I’m
looking for someone to take over the
day-to-day chores at the information
table in the Macey Center and another
someone to do likewise at the Friend’s
Information tent at the Bosque. My
sincere thanks go to Karla Moore and
Kale Batsell who have covered these
areas so splendidly the last two years.
As always, this Festival was a success
because of all the volunteers,
presenters, exhibitors, vendors,
and supporting organizations who
contributed their time, efforts and
expertise so willingly. Thank you to
all! I look forward to working with you
again next year.

Shannon Lionetti; Honorable Mention, Youth
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Jack Panzeca, 1st Place and Best of Show

David Cramer, Pro 1st Place
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David Cramer, People’s Choice and Pro Honorable Mention

Jack Panzeca, Amateur 2nd Place
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Jack Panzeca, Amateur 3rd Place

Jen Taylor, B&W Honorable Mention

Jack Panzeca, Honorable Mention Amateur

Jack Panzeca won all four top awards in the
amature catagory at the 22nd annual Festival of
the Cranes. Here he accepts congratulations and the
Best-In-Show prize from photo contest organizer
Peter Melling.

THE NEXT
FESTIVAL of the CRANES
November 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 2010
Beverly Kune, Honorable Mention Amateur

DON’T MISS IT!
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ROCKET-NETTING WATERBIRDS             Bob Merkel
Biologists at Bosque del Apache
sometimes need to trap ducks or other
waterbirds that are staying at the Refuge.
One reason within the last three years
has been to monitor them for presence
of the bird flu virus*. Other studies have
included general evaluations of the birds’
health status, effects of management
practices on how stressed they are (as
determined by long-term levels of stressrelated hormones), and to band birds so
they can be tracked individually.
A company that manufactures rocket
nets, Wildlife Materials International
in Murphysboro, Illinois, provided
instructions from which this article is
written. The instructions cover site
selection, pre-baiting, setting up the
net, netting procedure, and handling
netted mammals (eg deer) or birds. To
capture waterfowl, they recommend a
spot near water which the target birds
regularly use for feeding. In addition,
a blind must be positioned downwind
from the net such that the operators
can sight along the length of the net
line. The blind is, ideally, 100-150
yards from the net and must provide

Rockets Shot; Here Comes the Net!

easy access for people.
For pre-baiting, corn is scattered over a
broad area. Observations over the next
few days show what will be the best
time for trapping; here it is usually early
morning or early afternoon. The trapping
can’t be done too late because of the
number of tests to be run on the birds.
Setting up the net first requires clearing
an area of about 80 x 150 feet of debris.
The net, pre-folded accordion-style, is

rolled out so the leading edge is on top.
Rocket launchers are installed behind
the net and each rocket is connected to
the net edge. Finally, powder charges
are loaded into the rockets and electrical
connections completed.
The final bait pile should be long and
narrow and, for birds, about 3 feet in

Processing the Pintails

front of the net. Ideally it should be
emplaced several hours before a shot
is attempted. The capture crew should
arrive well before the birds are expected.
They do a final check of the net, to
ensure it won’t get snagged when fired,
and then wait. And wait. And wait . . .
until the observer in the blind judges that
a maximum number of birds is near the
center of the net and most of their heads
are down as they feed.
Immediately after a successful shot, crew
members approach rapidly and quietly to
first restrain any birds near the edges of
the net. Waterfowl are seized across the
back near the wings (to avoid injuries one
never grasps the wingtips). A bird will
stay quietest if its head is placed under
a folded wing. Commonly, captured
birds are banded and/or the necessary
tests are done on the spot so they can be
released to their natural habitat a.s.a.p.
If necessary they can be placed in cages,
but care must be taken that they do not
become over-stacked.

* It is known that some cranes and other birds that
winter at the Refuge nest in summer as far away as
Siberia.They might readily be exposed to bird flu
carried by other birds that winter in China or other
parts of southeast Asia.

Mapping the Rio             

Alex Rykken
This fall Mapping the Rio began a
project that has been a dream of mine
for several years: Bosque del Apache
Through The Eyes of Children.
It is a two-year program which is
to culminate in a field guide. We
purchased three digital cameras
and set up a schedule with San
Antonio Elementary 4th & 5th grades.
Each week the kids and I, and their
teacher Cynthia Romero, meet in
the Lannan Education Annex. We
critique photographs of the week
before, discuss our objectives for
the day, and review site information
before heading out onto our beautiful
refuge to photograph and record
more observations. The students have
taken to this project like ducks to
water. Their photographs of cranes
are brilliant in fall colors; delicate as
an oriental painting; just awesome.
One of the students commented
after a morning’s discussion,
“We are scientists and we are
photojournalists!”

Early last fall, I invited biologist
Colin Lee to talk with the kids about
reintroducing prairie dogs to the
refuge. The kids I am working with
on this project have been working
on Mapping the Rio for the past four
years. Prairie dogs are of special
interest to them. They understand the
importance of refuges and the work of
habitat restoration and they peppered
Colin with questions. In December
we studied fire up close and personal
with Mary Blake and her crew.
In developing the field guide I have
reviewed some 300 photographs and
dozens of journal observations to send
to our layout person, Jill Bauchman.
Our webmaster, Sandy Seth in Taos,
created a terrific collage of photos
now on display in the entrance to the
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Visitor Center. Another exhibit of
the children’s photos will hang in the
Macey Center at New Mexico Tech
from January 25th through the month
of February with a formal reception
on February 19th. Our exhibit will also
coincide with the RioFest Environmental
Film Festival—a nice touch.

Christopher
PS.We appreciate John and Joanne Kleis’s
donation of a used spotting scope to the
Mapping the Rio project.The kids are thrilled.

Matching funds 
sought for 
education  Leigh AnnVradenburg
Educational outreach by the Friends and
the Refuge got a boost in August with a
$5,000 grant from the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation. Funds are being used
for three projects: 1) to produce a new
audio driving tour; 2) to mass-produce
and distribute our children’s DVD Back to
the Bosque to schools statewide; and 3) to
produce the 2010 edition of the Habitat!
(Bosque del Apache’s annual newsletter).
Each of these is a key component in
meeting the educational objectives of the
Refuge. In different ways they get our
message out to a broad audience.
This grant requires a $10,000 match in cash
or in-kind services. Fortunately, we have
several talented and generous individuals
who are contributing their skills to these
projects. But we still need matching funds
for the tangibles: DVD copies, postage,
printed copies, etc. PLEASE help us to
spread the word about our amazing Refuge,
and to reach this goal, by sending in your
tax-deductible donation today or donating
online at www.friendsofthebosque.org. Please
specify NFWF grant.

the raven: soaring through history,
legend, and lore    Lynn Hassler
Reviewed by Barbara DuBois
This book, though slim, is teeming with
information. In 13 chapters, the author
tells everything you could want to know
about this fascinating bird. She uses many
lists: the members of the Corvid family,
the ravens of the world, the words for
“raven” in languages around the world, the
similarities between ravens and humans,
Ravens and Crows of North America, and
the similarities and differences between
crows and ravens.
She gives examples of their intelligence, of
their acrobatic grace, and of their presence
in legend and lore. Mention of Edgar Allen
Poe is to be expected, but the author uses
a chapter titled “Beyond ‘Nevermore’” to
discuss the bird’s many vocalizations. She
thinks that a variety of calls is important to
a bird that is always the same color. Family
members can use the call instead of color
to identify each other.
In the chapter “Birds of Darkness,” the
author discusses the advantages of being
black. Black feathers absorb heat, are
stronger than less pigmented feathers,
hide the bird from predators, and allow
it to sneak up on prey itself. However,
she admits that the color is sometimes
seen as sinister and associated with death.
Although she has a whole chapter devoted
to legends, she cannot resist alluding to
legends in other chapters.
Here, as to black, she tells about the sight
of a raven flying to the right as a good
omen, flying to the left, a bad. Morrigan,
the Celtic goddess of death, appeared as
a black raven. The Scottish goddess of
winter, Cailleach, sometimes appeared
as a raven. Since Vikings carried sacred
ravens into battle, their victims associated
ravens with destruction and murder.
A Vietnamese legend tells about the raven
and the peacock, which set about to paint
each other. The clever raven gave the
peacock its rainbow of colors, but the
peacock lazily made the raven only black.

In ancient China, the raven symbolized
the sun and was included in a design that
symbolized China.
In “Brainy Birds,” the author gives
examples of the raven using tools, which
used to be considered only a human
attribute. Some ravens use sticks or twigs
to probe for insects; some even work on
the twigs to shape the ends into hooks.
My favorite example is that they drop
shells or nuts on rocks to break them in
order to get at the food inside.
Obviously much research has revealed
legends of Native Americans as well as
of cultures worldwide. One chapter
details instances of ravens in literature:
Shakespeare, Milton, Spenser, Cervantes,
Dickens, the Bible, and fairy tales as well
as Poe. And another chapter names many
artists worldwide
who have used
ravens in their
compositions:
Audubon, of
course, Manet,
Homer, Gauguin,
Van Gogh.
A stunning
example of ravens
in art is the totem pole in the Pacific
Northwest. “The raven has always been
a particularly powerful totem because
of its multifaceted personality and many
different attributes: a seeker, a gatherer of
information, a mischief maker that brings
laughter and joy.” Some of the peoples
there thought the raven brought the sun
and some thought the raven created the
world; some thought the raven created
man; some thought the raven controlled
the tides.
The figures on a totem pole often
reappear as masks, with which the
villagers like to entertain and even
frighten tourists. Fetishes are artistic
creations in many Native American
cultures. Made from various materials,
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they usually portray animals such as birds,
bears, foxes, fish, whales, and turtles. The
raven fetish may be carved from black
marble or jet.
Kachina dolls, made by Hopi and
sometimes Navajo artists, may portray
crows and ravens. Kachinas are spirits
who come to Zuni annually to encourage
rain to fall. “The Crow Mother Kachina,
with large crow wings on either side of
the head, is thought to be the mother of
all Kachinas and hence very powerful.”
The final chapter, “Conservation Status
in North America,” discusses a decline in
raven population years ago and the more
recent increase, with the hope that they
will continue to prosper and inspire study
of their health and vocalizations.
An enlightening book. The author has
enlisted about a dozen artists to illustrate
her work with helpful photos and
drawings.
Tucson: Rio Nuevo Pub. 2008. Paper, 117 p. $12.95.

BLACK    

Barbara DuBois
We like to say, “black as night,”
but night is sometimes navy blue.
We like to say, “black as coal,”
but coal can look gray.
Jet is coal that is polished till it gleams
for jewelry.
Ebony is black, wood with dark bark.
Obsidian is volcanic glass:
black, but sometimes flakes to gray.
Hematite can be black or red;
Onyx can be any color, not only black.
I know a wolf named “Raven,”
solid black, but with a white throat.
The bird, the raven, is shiny black
but with a purple sheen.
The crow is beautifully black,
but may have white feathers or
wing patches.
Sable is black in heraldry or
mourning,
but JET is the only black without
reservation; the only true black.

OCTOBER 2009 FRIENDS ANNUAL MEETING

Bob Merkel

On Saturday morning, October 17th 2009,
about 40 Friends gathered at the Bosque
del Apache visitor center for our Annual
Meeting. This was a big change from
previous years, when annual meetings were
held in January right after a regular board
meeting.   This past January, during the last
annual meeting, the decision was made
to move future annual meetings to midOctober: it’s the beginning of our new fiscal
year, won’t conflict with a board meeting,
and is just in time for a first showing of
Festival of the Cranes merchandise during
the Artists’ Party held in the afternoon.
Both Refuge Manager Tom Melanson and
Friends Executive Director Leigh Ann
Vradenburg talked about accomplishments
over the past nine months. Here’s a partial
list: more solar arrays installed on Refuge
buildings, third prairie dog colony started
in Little San Pascual Wilderness Area, plans
developed for a heat pump system, new
water supply from San Antonio meets
federal arsenic requirements, funding
acquired for new interpretive exhibits in
the Visitor Center and at Refuge viewing
areas, also funding now available for road
repair and putting power line underground.  
Friends staff and volunteers sponsored the
Mapping the Rio program [>$40,000/year
supports Alexis Rykken’s 9-week curricula
for elementary classes in local schools.
Mapping also received national exposure
this year in a Fish & Wildlife publication],
the New Mexico duck stamp contest, a
youth hunting and education program,

and the Food Network Green Chile
Cheeseburger cookoff held on the Refuge
plaza. Another important Friends initiative
was to rally opposition against the SunZia
proposal to run huge 500kv powerlines
through the Refuge area.  
The Nature Store has done very well this
year, providing more than half of the total
Friends gross income of nearly half a million
dollars. Despite a 5% loss in Friends
membership attributable to the 20082009 recession, total membership dues at
~$35,000 increased slightly over last year.  
Outgoing Treasurer Tom Sizemore has greatly
improved and regularized Friends financial
control and reporting to meet federal
requirements. In 2010 the Friends expect to
contribute many more thousands of dollars
to Refuge projects, limited only by our
collective efforts both financial and physical.
Friends at the Annual Meeting also bid
farewell to one director, elected a new one
to replace him, and re-elected several other
members and officers of the board whose
terms of office had expired.   The retiring
director, Jon Morrison, served on the
board for several years including two very
productive terms as board president. His
replacement, Kumar Golap, is an Associate
Scientist at NRAO on the New Mexico
Tech campus and has been a member of the
Friends for several years.   Kumar should be
a strong addition to the board. You can find
the current list of Friends board members
and staff elsewhere in this newsletter.

John Vradenburg (2nd fron left) talks about restoration.,
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returning with the  visit the Bosque regularly, including
volunteering at several Festivals. The
cranes
year my mother died my brothers and
Catharine Sandell

Just like the cranes, I have been
returning to the Bosque for over
20 years; first as a visitor and then
as a volunteer. My first few visits
were pre-Festival on road trips from
Missouri to visit family in NM.
My parents introduced me to the
Bosque – a place they used to visit in
the fall because it was a great place
to park the
trailer for a
few nights. In
the morning
they would
sit with their
cup of coffee
and watch
the birds lift
off as the sun
rose over
the refuge.
This was long before the Bosque was
“discovered” as a fall bird watching
destination.
For seven years I lived in NM and
made regular trips to the Bosque
for birding, meetings, Christmas
Bird Counts, and the by-then
annual Festival of the Cranes where
I volunteered in the Audubon
waterfowl ID tent. One memorable
year the Festival took place manned
entirely by volunteers when the
Federal government shut down over
a budget impasse. Another year I was
the volunteer gofer for a National
Audubon Society television special
– Wings Heading South – broadcast
live from the Bosque and a waterfowl
trust site in England.
The last 12 years I have lived in
upstate New York but continued to

I spent a very special time together at
the Bosque the day after her memorial
service. In 2007 my brother and I
both returned to volunteer, his first
Festival and my tenth. He had his goal
set on seeing Aplomado falcons and
they obliged.

What is it that keeps bringing me
back? Certainly the birds but also the
people: Audubon friends with whom
I have spent
many hours
planning
and birding,
former refuge
manager
Phil Norton
who let me
tag along on
refuge jaunts,
a Friends
president who
peppered
me with questions about birds but
also showed me many spectacular
things, and the many refuge staff and
volunteers who were always friendly,
helpful and knowledgeable. And
the scenery! What a spectacular
place the Bosque del Apache is in all
seasons whether it is the spectacle of
thousands of cranes against a brilliant
orange and mauve sunset, the subtle
beauty of the winter grasses, fat
coyotes trotting along the dike, or the
many shades of green in the summer.
In 2009 I will once again return to the
Bosque, this time as a resident winter
volunteer now that I have retired.
What better place than the Festival of
the Cranes at the Bosque del Apache
to see so many friends (avian and
human), eat my fill of Mexican food,
and glory in the wide open spaces of
the New Mexico landscape.

The Friends of the Bosque del Apache National
Wildlife Refuge is a registered 501 (C) (3)
nonprofit corporation incorporated in New Mexico.
The Friends promotes appreciation and conservation
of wildlife and habitat through environmental
education and natural history experiences at Bosque
del Apache NationalWildlife Refuge.
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evaded capture by Kit Carson in 1863
and established new homes along
Bob Merkel the upper reaches of the Rio Salado.
A number of Apache families also
Tompiros had moved down to Piro
live at Alamo, some actually using
towns in the valley.
“Apache” or “Apachito” as surnames.
Their ancestors participated in the
When the northern pueblos revolted
against the Spanish occupiers in 1680, Apache wars that ended in 1886 with
killing some 200 of them, the survivors the capture of Geronimo and his few
surviving followers. The captives were
fled south taking Piros, Tompiros, and
some Tiwa-speaking natives with them interned in Florida for a number
of years, transferred to Ft. Sill
[willingly, or perhaps not]. Everyone
ended up in the general area of El Paso. (Oklahoma), transferred again to the
Mescalero reservation near Ruidoso,
Twelve years later, though, Spanish
NM, and finally some got permission
troops marched north to reoccupy
to join Alamo roughly a century
New Mexico without the Indians. By
ago. Geronimo’s “troops” were
then they had established new homes:
Senecu in what is now Chihuahua state Apaches from the Chiricahua band
in Mexico, another Socorro and Ysleta (SE Arizona) and Warm Springs band
(located in the San Mateo mountains
del Sur in Texas southeast of El Paso,
west of TorC). Alamo was a lot closer
and a place called Tortugas just a little
to their homeland than Mescalero.
south of Las Cruces.Ysleta del Sur
became a legal reservation in 1966.
Inhabitants of the Alamo reservation have
The Native Americans now living in
always felt neglected. They comprise
the Tortugas neighborhood applied for less than 1% of the entire Navajo Nation.
federal recognition some years ago
Alamo didn’t get electricity until 1967.
but so far without result. They call
The road from Magdalena wasn’t paved
themselves the Piro/Manso/Tiwa tribe. until 1982 and they didn’t get phone

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE PIRO PEOPLE?    
Here is some history about Native
Americans who used to live in the
area of New Mexico we now call
Bosque del Apache National Wildlife
Refuge. When Columbus “sailed the
ocean blue” in 1492 there were Piro
people living along this part of the
Rio Grande. They occupied several
pueblos including at least one just
south of the city of Socorro. Their near
relatives, Tompiros, had at least two
pueblos in the vicinity of modern-day
Mountainair. Some bands of Apaches
also roamed the general area of what is
now Socorro County.

Piro Crane Petroglyph
In 1598, when Juan de Oñate led
around 300 Spanish settlers up the
valley, the Piros were friendly to them
and provided succor (help). Oñate
declared that henceforth this place
would be known as “Socorro.” Over
the next few decades Spanish friars
worked to convert the puebloans to
Christianity and also enlisted their
labor to build mission churches.
Two of the three modern-day Salinas
Pueblo Mission Historic Sites (Abo
and Gran Quarai) are at the original
Tompiro pueblos. By the 1670s,
however, both were abandoned
(because of persistent drought and/
or Apache raids) and most of the

North of Magdalena in Socorro
County is the Alamo Navajo
reservation, one of three Navajo
areas that are separate from the Big
Rez (the other two are Ramah, SW
of Grants, and To’Hajiilee near Mt.
Taylor). Most of the 2000+ people at
Alamo are Navajos. Their ancestors

Abo Ruins

service until 1987. The minimart at
Alamo, their only food store, just opened
last summer. To top it all off, the Navajo
majority voted on December 15, 2009,
to reduce the Navajo Tribal Council
from 88 members to 24. Local Alamo
leaders fear that in the future only 1
council member will represent them, the
Ramahs, and the To’Hajiilees together.
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Friends of the Bosque del Apache

Speak Up!

Membership Application

_________________________________________________________
Name

Family Members

_________________________________________________________
Street

City

State

Zip

_________________________________________________________
Phone

Email

q Check to receive Newsletter electronically
Membership Level:   q Individual $20    q Family $25    q Student $15    
q Senior $15   q Special Friend $60-99     q Best Friend $100-499
q Friend Indeed $500-999     q Lifetime $1000+
Interests:   q Help with Friends activities    q Help with the Festival
    q Serve on a Friends Committee.
Please mail with your check  to: Friends of the Bosque del Apache
P.O. Box 340, San Antonio, NM 87832

Shop on-line at our

Bosque Nature Store

Caps • T-Shirts • Denim Shirts • Mugs • Pins
Patches • Bags • Books • Kid’s Stuff • Jewelry
friendsofthebosque.org/store

Government decisions determine the fate of the Bosque del
Apache.You can help by letting key decision makers know how
you feel about the Refuge and other natural resource issues.
President Barack Obama
The White House, Washington DC
202/456-1111
President@WhiteHouse.gov
US Fish & Wildlife Regional Director
500 Gold Avenue SW,
Albuquerque NM 87102, 505/346-2545
Hon. Ken Salazar Secretary of the		
Interior, 18th & C Streets NW, Rm. 6151,
Washington DC 20240, 202/208-7351
N.M. SENATORS
Hon. Jeff Bingaman U.S. Senate,
Washington DC 20510. 202/224-5521
website: bingaman.senate.gov
Hon. Tom Udall U.S. Senate, Washington
DC 20510. 202/224-6621
website: tomudall.senate.gov
N.M. REPRESENTATIVES
Hon. Martin Heinrich House of
Representatives, Washington DC 20515.
202/225-6316 website: heinrich.house.gov
Hon. Ben Ray Lujan Jr. House of
Representatives, Washington DC 20515;
202/225-6190 website: lujan.house.gov
Hon. Harry Teague House of
Representatives, Washington DC 20515;
202/225-2365 website: teague.house.gov
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