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The A-Team

By Lise Spargo, Editor

Need something arranged, built, bulldozed, covered,
cleaned, carried, dug, fenced, graded, hauled, moved,
plowed, planted, poured, pumped, repaired, removed,
raked, remodeled, sawed, shoveled, towed, tied, trimmed,
transferred, transformed, widened, wired or watered?
At Bosque del Apache, the answer is simple. You call the
A-Team.
With over 117 years of experience among them, the
Refuge Maintenance Staff, with a couple of seasonal volunteers and a student helper, are the backbone and energy
that drive this one-of-a-kind wildlife haven. Visitors who
come to the Refuge to see the migratory birds, ponds,
waterways and rehabilitated habitat are rarely aware of
the activity on the ‘back lot.’ The view here is not lines
of stately cranes wading in the marsh, but rows of trucks,
trailers, backhoes, bulldozers, tankers, tractors, and farm
equipment, all maintained and operated by the A-Team.
This is a largely self-sufficient world. When a bulldozer
breaks down, or a truck quits, it’s a long way to the nearest
mechanic. Though the current facilities include the mechanics bays, basic tools and equipment for the many and
varied seasonal work projects on the Refuge, it wasn’t always that way. Twenty five or so years ago, when Lawrence
Ayon and Dennis Vicente began work here, their headquarters was a small mechanic’s shop barely large enough to
squeeze in two medium size pickup trucks. All the repairs
were performed outside the building in all types of weather.
From this base they operated some aging 1970’s farm
equipment, one old Chevy and a couple of Datsun pickup
trucks. The buildings that now house the equipment and
tools, the remodeled bunk house and Friends offices, the
new wiring, plumbing and water system at the Refuge are
all a product of their skill and ingenuity.
Out on the Refuge the A-Team builds water impoundments, removes salt cedar and plants trees as part
of the habitat restoration and rehabilitation that Bosque
del Apache is famous for. They plant corn, bulldoze
firebreaks, trim trees and construct the water control

From left, Calvin Reaves, Carl Tafoya, Montie Coe,
Dennis Vicente, George Soder, John Bush (volunteer),
Randy Jones (volunteer), Brian Melanson (summer
student helper), up top, Lawrence Ayon. Not pictured:
Leroy Saavedra and Anthony Montoya.

gates that are essential to the creation of the seasonal
wetlands. Did you know it takes upwards of 40 cubic
meters of concrete to create a single control gate? In
the world behind the scenes, there is virtually no part of
this Refuge that is not crafted, created or cared for by
this experienced crew.
There is however one time of the year when visitors can easily see the results of the A-Team’s efforts….
during the Festival of the Cranes. Ever wondered who
puts up the tents, lays the carpets, clears the parking lot,
drives and maintains the buses, waters the roads, sets up
chairs, runs the electrical wires and communications,
helps find lost children, unlocks cars, works with security, and yes, takes out the trash? The preparations start
many weeks out and during Festival week culminate in
a lot of 14 hour days. If you are interested in visiting
during this time, you should know that breakfast preparations for the crew begin at 3:30…that’s AM… at the
refuge. It’s a family affair and during the day turkeys are
deep fried, pork loins cooked and chili simmers on the
stove. So, when you see one of the team out and about,
stop and say hello, shake their hand. They make it all
work, The A-Team.
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FROM THE EDITOR
Dear Friends,
I am happy to report that
some of you took me at my word
and wrote to me at the new email
address I provided in the last issue
– bosquewatch@sdc.org. There
were some kind words for recently
retired Fish and Wildlife staff Daniel Perry, new book titles for the
Nature Store and some comments
on the recent issue of Bosque
Watch. I suppose I shouldn’t be
surprised, but it was apparent that
a lot of you out there know each
other. There is clearly an active
network/community of interest
among the Friends and I hope that
as time goes on the Bosque Watch
will become a focal point for that
interest. But more than that I
hope that it will eventually serve to
foster a deeper and more frequent
conversation between Friends and
the Friends’ staff and Board members, the volunteers and the Fish
and Wildlife officers and employees here at the Refuge. My
thanks to those who responded,
and to those who didn’t, perhaps
something in this issue or the next
will spark your interest. Let me
know, I’m still listening.
To that end, this issue includes
a new feature on photography that
I hope will capture your attention
and generate some feedback. I
am not much of a photographer
myself and so am easily intimidated when I see the cameras,
tripods and other gear people bring
to the Refuge to capture artful
images of this unique environment. I am even more intimidated
when I listen to the experts talking about how they have to work
physically and technically to ‘get
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the best shot.’ Photographing
wildlife has its own special challenges, which is one of the reasons
we have photo workshops available
for enthusiasts during the Festival
of the Cranes. So, coming back
around to my earlier remarks, the
Photo Ops column was created to
start a conversation with you about
photography: your questions,
your experiences, your recommendations and….examples of your
work? Take a look and let me
know what you think. We have
lots of folks here who will answer
your questions and with your kind
permission, we will include questions and answers in subsequent
newsletters.
Also included in this issue is
the notice for our annual meeting
and Board elections in October.
This is your organization and your
vote counts. If you can come to the
meeting we promise you an interesting time. If you can’t, you still have
a voice. Let me know what you
think about our nominees and the
Board’s work. I promise you I will
provide your comments to all our
board members.
Lise Spargo
Friends’ Board Member
and Editor, Bosque Watch

Refuge Manager’s
Report

Tom Melanson, Manager,
Bosque del Apache NWR

Many of you may have noticed the construction going on behind the administration office. You
are seeing the preliminary stages of
what will become the Refuge’s new
sewage treatment plant. Crews began work in early August installing
a Tornado Sewage System, which
will service virtually every structure

in the headquarters compound,
eliminating seven septic systems
and improving ground water quality. The system will be automated
and utilize bioengineering technology, and will save the refuge over
$15,000 a year in septic pumping
costs. The work is expected to be
completed by mid-November, just
in time for the annual Festival of
the Cranes.
This year’s corn production
in the cooperative farming units
has been impacted by a variety
of factors, beginning with poor
germination and an infestation of
root worms. The refuge decided
to disc under the affected fields
and replant with milo (a sorghum
plant with yields comparable to
corn). Compounding the problem,
some of the healthier corn fields
were then damaged as a result of
foraging and trampling by elk and
trespass cattle. We continue to
monitor the elk population and
are working diligently to develop a
strategy for managing these animals in the future. Approximately
1/3 mile of new fence has been
constructed on the north boundary just east of the river and legal
action has been initiated by the
refuge to eliminate trespass cattle.
The cumulative corn damage will
result in corn production somewhere around 25% of the 1.5 million pounds of corn needed for the
coming winter. We anticipate that
milo production will help compensate for a large portion of the corn
shortage. The Refuge is exploring
additional ways in which to augment the corn deficit, which might
include supplementing Refugegrown corn with corn brought in
from the outside.
While this may sound bad,
the truth is we will have plenty
of food for our winter birds. The

wetland units are really looking
good. The geese and waterfowl
will have more than enough food
to carry them through the long
winter.
Please join us in welcoming
our new Outdoor Recreation Planner Chris Leeser. Chris is joining
us from Las Vegas National Wildlife Refuge in northern New Mexico, where he has served since 2009.
Chris will start in early September.
He began his career with the Department of the Interior in 1995,
working as a seasonal interpretive
ranger at Zion National Park in
Utah. Other stints as a seasonal
included Everglades National Park,
Florida and Haleakala National
Park in Hawaii. His career with
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
began at Kauai NWRC, Hawaii,
where he served as a Refuge Law
Enforcement Officer before transferring to Aransas NWR, Texas
and then to Las Vegas NWR as an
Outdoor Recreation Planner. Chris
will serve as the Volunteer and EE
coordinator for the Refuge, but he
will also assist in developing the
Refuge’s new interpretive exhibits.

Presidential
Reflections

Paul White, President,
Friends of Bosque del Apache
Our beloved Bosque often offers
some difficult but important life
lessons. Our water supply vacillates
arbitrarily between drought and
plenty; elk and other pests ravage
corn crops; and fire on and off the
Refuge disrupts what we think of
as the ‘normal’ ebb and flow of life.
In the midst of the Las Conchas
and Wallow fires, a friend sent me
the following free verse. It helps
put all this in perspective.

Mother Nature’s Thumb
by Alan Johnson

Mother’s Nature’s
Thumb can get
A little heavy
At times

And so the hurt
May not be the same
Depending on where
You are under the thumb

It may be her way
Of fixing something
Bigger than us
And that can be scary

Waiting and uncertainty
The hardest part
When hopes are challenged
And uncertainty prevails

And sometimes
It may even hurt
For she sees no
Property lines

Isn’t it good
For family to be near
With support and strength
For this troubling time

Her thumbprint
Like yours and mine
Have highs and lows
That’s why there is a print

And when the thumb rests
The one certainty is revealed
Renewal begins
Big or small

For the long haul
Renewal is the word
It is a wonderful world
EGBOK

*EGBOK (Everything’s gonna’ be OK)!
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Managing Bosque – A Complex and
Challenging Experience

Shawn Gillette, Supervising Outdoor Recreation Planner

How many times have you heard the expression ‘I want to speak
to whoever is in charge’? Or, ‘I want to talk to the Supervisor’?

Often these words are the prelude to a complaint and almost always
the person asking is anxious to discuss their situation directly with the top
person, the Manager of the Refuge. So, just what does it mean to be the
Manager of Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge? What kind
of background is required to meet the myriad responsibilities of this job?
With these questions in mind, here’s some history and background that
may help you understand who the ‘top person’ is.
The current ‘top person’, Tom Melanson, is the
thirteenth manager of Bosque del Apache NWR. As
chief steward of one of the American people’s most
cherished Refuges, Tom carries on a tradition begun
with the establishment of the Refuge in 1939. Allister D. Campbell, who served from 1939 through
1943, had the job of kick-starting the new Refuge and
managing it through its fledgling years. He was aided
by the Civilian Conservation Corps and a handful
of maintenance foremen. Their job was to construct
Tom Melanson,
the first water control structures, establish wetlands,
Refuge Manager
and oversee construction of buildings that continue to
serve the present generation of Refuge staff. To use an overworked phrase –
We’ve come a long way, baby!
Managing Bosque del Apache can be a tedious, at times controversial,
but always challenging experience. The Refuge has physically grown in
size and has an increasingly large infrastructure. As a resource management
professional, Tom oversees a complex of smaller programs and has a lot more
responsibility than folks like Allister Campbell. In 2011 the Manager is
expected to have an extensive scientific background and the experience that
allows him to provide authoritative advice on programs related to Wildlife
Biology, Ecology and Habitat Management. As a conservationist, he is
responsible for formulating and administering plans for Natural Resource
Management to include Visitor Services, Business Administration, Resource
Protection, and Fire Management. As the chief personnel officer, Tom
exercises leadership and direction for all staff under his supervision to include
a growing number of multiple disciplinary researchers and scientists. Obviously one person cannot manage the complex day-to-day operations of each
of these programs, but when the sun sets, it is the Refuge Manager who is
ultimately responsible for what happens on Bosque del Apache NWR.
So, at any given time what are the Refuge specific issues that Tom
may have to address? Here’s a short list: preservation and management of a
variety of high profile/high priority fish and wildlife species, threatened and
endangered species populations, and a wide diversity of habitat types. In
the public sector there are issues surrounding the impact of high public use/
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visitation and an array of public
use facilities (including a visitor
center, observation decks, trails,
and boardwalks). There are an active, on-going acquisition program,
debates surrounding controversial
commercial uses, a complex farm
program, water rights and water
flow controversies, conflicting urban and/or agricultural use issues,
short and long term contamination
and pollution issues, stewardship
of designated wilderness areas, national and local political sensitivities, and management of a popular
hunting program.
Bosque del Apache is as
dynamic as it is complex and the
mission of the Refuge is to provide
critical wintering habitat for migratory birds, waterfowl, and sandhill cranes, regardless of drought,
failed farm crops, or dwindling
annual budget. While each year
brings new challenges and new
resource management applications one thing will never change
- the Refuge Manager of Bosque
del Apache NWR will always be
entrusted by the American people
to be the chief steward, protecting
and preserving of one of their most
cherished national wildlife refuges.

Profile:
Donna McLean

Lise Spargo, Editor

Crawl into the front seat of
Donna’s SUV and you know you
are with a consummate ‘birder.’
The dash board and console are
covered with multiple bird books,
binoculars, camera, note pads and
bug spray. It all started in 1999
when this retired Kodak employee
and inveterate volunteer stopped
at Bosque del Apache to fill out
a volunteer application. Expecting to be put on a waiting list, she

was dumb
founded
when the
volunteer liaison officer
said “can
you start
tomorrow?”
Each year
since she
has returned for two to five months to
work in the Nature Store, talk to
visitors, clean bathrooms, fill the
bird feeders and take out the trash.
In the evenings and on her days off
however, she is out on the Refuge,
binoculars in hand, doing what
she loves best, watching the birds.
Donna is also an accomplished
artist and member of the Greeley
Art Association in Colorado. You
can see an example her work in
the Visitor Center where she was
pressed into service to paint the
backdrop for one of the exhibit
cases. Further examples of her
artwork can be viewed at www.
greeleyartassociation.org.
Her most exciting moment?
One day while working in the
Nature Store she was visited by a
king snake that apparently found
its way in the back door looking
for adventure perhaps. Donna was
not amused. No sale! She retreated until a staff officer escorted the
curious reptile out of the building.
Twelve years and thousands of volunteer hours later, Donna says she
is ready for a rest and maybe next
year she’ll come back strictly as a
visitor – maybe.
But here is Donna’s recipe for
tranquility. On a spring morning,
find yourself a bench on the Marsh
Loop boardwalk. Breathe in the
fresh air and wait. Be still, and
soon the rewards will come: a PiedBilled Grebe swims in and out of

the cattails, a Great Egret moves
soundlessly across the sky, a row
of Barn and Cliff Swallows sit like
clothespins on the railing, chattering about their day. When you
get there, say hello to Donna.

Painted Turtles and
Climatic Change
Climate change is threatening
numerous species of animals and
plants, including reptiles. Many
reptiles, including most species of
turtles, have temperature-dependent sex determination (TSD),
meaning that the sex of juveniles
is determined by the temperature
at which the eggs incubate. The
Painted Turtle (Chrysemys picta),
a common species that occurs
throughout most of the United
States and southern Canada, has
Type 1a TSD, where females are
produced at warm incubation
temperatures and males at cooler
temperatures. Theoretically therefore, an increase in temperature of
only a few degrees could result in
turtle populations that are made up
mostly of one sex, and that could
quickly lead to the extinction of
such populations.
Painted Turtles inhabit a wide
geographic range and different
populations experience very different climates, yet turtle populations
across the range continue to produce approximately equal numbers of male and female offspring.
How do populations within the
same species, living with different
climatic conditions, continue to
produce both sexes equally? Will
climate change disrupt sex ratios
of this species? A study comparing Painted Turtle populations
across the species’ range, including Bosque del Apache NWR, is
attempting to answer these ques-

tions. By examining the differences
in nesting behavior of Painted
Turtles living in different climates,
and how that behavior affects the
temperature of their nests and
therefore the sex of their offspring,
we will have a better understanding of how populations across a
wide geographic gradient are each
adapted to their local conditions.
I am studying the nesting
behavior of Painted Turtles at the
Refuge, as well as populations in Illinois and Minnesota, to determine
how turtles compensate for different climates through nest location
and construction. The population at Bosque del Apache NWR
is at the southernmost extent of
the species’ range, and experiences a warmer climate than other
populations. How the Bosque del
Apache population deals with its
naturally warm climate makes it an
indicator for how more northern
populations might respond as temperatures increase due to climate
change. Painted Turtles nest in
open areas near water during the
evenings in June. When a female
has completed her nest, I measure the shade cover over the nest,
measure the depth of the nest, and
install a data logger among the eggs
to record temperature throughout
incubation. I also cover the nests
with wire mesh to protect them
from predators. Painted Turtle
eggs take about 65 days to hatch,
so in early fall I will be able to tell
the sex of the hatchlings that were
produced in each nest.
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Data such as this, collected
across populations, should help us
predict the potential effects of climate change on turtles with TSD.
Turtles may be able to influence
the sex of their offspring by adjusting where and how they nest. For
example, if environmental conditions are unusually warm, turtles
could construct cooler nests by
nesting in shadier locations or by
digging a deeper nest. This way,
even in a warm year, offspring of
both sexes could still be produced.
However, turtles might be limited
in their ability to continue constructing cooler nests, and this
ability may also differ across the
species’ range. If particular populations are found to be especially
threatened by climate change,
management efforts such as planting vegetation for shade around
nesting areas, protecting nests from
predators, and potentially artificially incubating eggs at specific
temperatures, may become necessary in the future.

By Jeanine Refsnider, Doctoral
Candidate, Dept. of Ecology, Evolution and Organismal Biology,
Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa

Saying Farewell to
One of Our Own

Shawn Gillette, Supervising
Outdoor Recreation Planner

This November we will be saying good bye to Lawrence Ayon,
who will be retiring after more
than 30 years of Federal Service, 24
of which were spent serving at the
Bosque del Apache NWR.
Lawrence is a native New
Mexican, raised in South Valley of
Albuquerque. In 1984, he got a job
operating heavy equipment at the
White Sands Missile Range where
he worked until 1988. Later that
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same year, Lawrence transferred
to the Bosque del Apache NWR
as a Heavy Equipment Mechanic.
Working at the Refuge was a lot
different than working at the missile range. At the Refuge, Lawrence
had the opportunity to work on a
variety of equipment from tractor plows and front-end loaders
to John Deere Tractors. He also
learned to service the Refuge’s entire fleet of automobiles and trucks.
Lawrence briefly left Bosque
del Apache NWR to work at
Buenos Aires NWR in 1996, but
returned the following year to serve
as a Wage Grade 11 Supervisory
Heavy Equipment Mechanic, one
of the few in the National Wildlife
Refuge System. In this capacity,
Lawrence not only continued to
oversee the Refuge’s equipment
and automotive maintenance
program, but also supervised the
mechanic staff and volunteers, and
processed all property, fuel and
equipment reports.
When asked to reflect on his
time at Bosque and his career with
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Lawrence simply smiles and says
that “I have never worked with
a better group of people than I
have here. We are all individuals,
but work well together and that is
important when trying to keep an
operation as complex as Bosque
going.” Lawrence is indebted to
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

for enabling him to retire after a
long and satisfying career, but now
hopes to be able to spend more
time with his son, daughter and
two grandchildren. What will life
beyond Bosque be like for Lawrence? He just smiles his characteristic smile and says “I don’t know,
but I’m sure looking forward to it.”

Festival Update
The 24th Annual Festival of
the Cranes is just a few short weeks
away. Be sure that you have:
• Registered. You can see the
schedule of events and register
online at www.festivalofthecranes.
com or call the registrar at 575835-2077.
• Taken note of our move. Traditionally most of our workshops
are held in the Macey Center on
the New Mexico Tech campus.
This year they will be located on
the third floor of the Fidel Student
Center. Park at Macey as usual
and then follow the signs. It’s only
a couple of blocks away. Macey
auditorium WILL BE OPEN, but
construction has closed the rest of
the building.
• Planned to attend the Friends
dinner and keynote: Thursday
night , following dinner in the
ballroom at the Fidel Center, we’ll
walk to the Macey Center where
Dr. Travis Perry will update us on
mountain lions at the Bosque.
• Read The Big Year: A Tale of
Man, Nature and Fowl Obsession. Author Mark Obmascik
is our keynote speaker Saturday
night. Competitor Greg Miller will
be part of the roundtable of record
holders Saturday afternoon. You
can get a copy of the book from
the Bosque Nature Store.
• Packed your binoculars, your
camera gear, your layers of cloth-

photo ops
Welcome to a new feature
in the Bosque Watch! Amateur
photographers and Bosque Friends
Kumar Golap and Ingrid Biel, plus
a host of other Friends (we hope)
will answer questions and share tips
about photography at the Bosque
and what birds and critters to look
for during different seasons.
To start things off, here is some
general information about what
to expect at Bosque del Apache
during the late summer and early
autumn. The Bosque’s summering
birds and other birds that migrated
to the north are starting to travel
through the Bosque on the way to
their wintering grounds:
- Swallows are grouping for
migration (you may see thousands
of them on the roads or tree snags)
- Pelicans are stopping overnight to rest and fish. Watch them
catching thermals into the sky as
mornings warm up
- Lesser Goldfinches are
clinging to sunflowers and munching the seeds
- Butterflies such as Monarchs, Queens and Painted Ladies
are common in the landscaped
areas around the visitor center.
- Northern Harriers return
to the Bosque in late summer. You
may see them patrolling the meadows and ditches.

Tips: This may be old hat for
frequent visitors to the Refuge but
these are some of the basics to help
first time photographers at the
Bosque.
- Agua es la vida (water is life) for
birds and aquatic creatures, so scan
ponds and ditches for turtles and
frogs, as well as wading and water
birds.
- Many birds will immediately fly
off if they see you. You might be
able to view more species by staying in your car. Otherwise, slowly
get out of your vehicle, keep your
distance and watch patiently.
- When photographing moving
objects or in dim light a higher
ISO value will allow you to get
a sharper image but the image
quality may decline (it will look
grainier)
Remember, the survival of
birds and other wildlife is the goal
of the Bosque, we humans are
privileged visitors.
Least Bittern on the seasonal
route, June 5 2011,Camera
Lumix FZ50

ing, your water bottle and your
alarm clock so you can join us
for the fun and excitement of this
year’s Festival.
It’s going to be the BEST
FESTIVAL YET! See you there!

Do you have any questions
or suggestions about birding
and photographing the Bosque?
Any favorite tips to pass on, a
treasured photograph to share?
Send them to Kumar and Ingrid
at bosquebirds@gmail.com, or,
bosquewatch@sdc.org . We’ll do
our best to respond to you and
may use them in our next column.
Kumar Golap, Board Member and
Ingrid Biel, Amateur Photographer

Book Reviews
Marion Royal Vigil, MLS,
Librarian, Socorro Consolidated
Schools
ECO-TRACKING: On the trail
of habitat change by Daniel Shaw.
University of New Mexico Press,
2010.
Eco-tracking is a well-researched, engaging text designed to
guide young students in the process
of becoming involved and aware
citizen scientists. Shaw writes from
his years of experience teaching
science to seventh graders at the
Bosque School in Albuquerque,
New Mexico. In this volume, he
draws heavily on this classroom
work and also his practical work
with students in the Bosque Ecosystem Monitoring Program.
A quick read of the first few
pages of the book reveals Shaw’s
full understanding of his subject,
science and eco-tracking, and his
intended audience, upper elementary through mid-school students.
His love of the natural environment
as well as his dedication to nurturing respect for nature in his young
students shines through his narrative. The text is well organized
and informative, taking the reader
through the process of becoming an “eco-tracker”, which Shaw
defines as someone who studies
environmental change. His prose
is clear, simple and appropriate
for students. He effectively uses
bolded typeface to draw attention
to important terms and concepts
and then provides an extensive glossary of these terms at the end of the
book.
To illustrate the process of being a citizen scientist, Shaw uses as
examples his own students working
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on genuine projects, with sidebars
containing step-by-step instructions for students who would like to
undertake their own similar observation projects. His passion for tracking habitat change and observing
the natural world is truly infectious,
making the reader want to grab a
notebook and head out the door to
start making field notes.
Beautiful, full-color photographs by Melanie Keithley, Jon
Livingston MacLake and the author
further support the text.
All of the projects highlighted
in the book, as well as most of the
photographs included in the text,
come from Shaw’s home state of
New Mexico, making this book
particularly meaningful for New
Mexican students or those with
connections to New Mexico or the
southwest.
Along with the glossary at the
end of the book, the author provides a two-page list of websites and
organizations students can contact
for more information or to get involved with on-going eco-tracking
projects.
Eco-tracking is a valuable addition to the Words of Wonder Young
Reader’s Science Series published
by the University of New Mexico
Press. This book is highly recommended for students in grades 4
– 9 and for all school and public
libraries. It would also be a worthwhile addition to any elementary or
middle school science classroom.

WHERE DO BIRDS LIVE? By
Claudia McGehee. University of
Iowa Press, 2010.		
The “forebird” of McGehee’s
Where do Birds Live? provides
a clear statement of the author’s
main theme: “Choosing the right
home is very important for birds.”
In this beautifully illustrated
guide, the author explores fourteen
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different regional “homes” or habitats as they appear in summer and
the signature summer avian resident of each. Each habitat and its
featured bird are given a two-page
spread, one with text and one with
a supporting illustration.
For example, birds featured
in this work include the Bobolink,
found in the tall grass prairie, the
Pacific coastline’s Black Oystercatcher, the Roseate Spoonbill
of the red mangrove forests, the
Scarlet Tanager of the Upper Midwest’s north woods and the eastern region’s Redstart. Each entry
includes discussion of the habitat,
the signature bird and brief information on a few other residents of
the habitat.
McGehee is an award-winning
artist and she brings a tremendous
talent to the carefully crafted and
colorful scratchboard illustrations
covering the pages of this book. The
illustrations are so delightful that
the book can be appreciated for the
artwork alone and for that reason
will engage pre-literate children.
That said, she writes in a light
and engaging style that will appeal
to readers of all ages. The text is
full of fun and interesting facts and
observations and could easily be
used for both pleasure reading and
for younger students in classroom
research.
The book ends with an “afterbird” which encourages readers to
follow seven tips for creating welcoming bird habitats in their own
backyards to replace rapidly disappearing natural habitats. McGehee
compels her reader to action with
her closing sentence. “Most of all,
celebrate where birds live, it’s where
you live too”!
Highly recommended for readers age 5 and up, this book would
be a good addition to any public or
elementary school library.

Friends’ Annual
Meeting!

This year’s annual meeting of
the Friends of Bosque del Apache
will be held on October 15 at
the Lannan Annex at the Refuge
beginning at 10 AM. Following
the meeting we are offering Friends
the opportunity to participate in a
planting event in partnership with
the Refuge/Regional Office as part
of their invasive species removal
and control efforts. We will be
focusing on planting trees, shrubs,
and grasses in an area near the John
Taylor Trail and have received a
grant that will cover all of the plant
materials and equipment costs.
In the morning there will be
a group of youths out preparing
the site and setting out plants, and
they will come in at noon to join
the Friends for a catered lunch
similar to last year. Lunch discussion topics will focus on invasive
species and restoration of native
habitats at the Refuge but will also
include tips on what you can do in
your own back yard.
Following lunch we will all
head out to the site to put the
plants in the ground. There will
be water at the site, and all participants will receive a shirt and an
informative handout that identifies
exotics that have been removed and
natives that have been planted.

Nominees for Friends
Board of Directors
In accordance with Friends
bylaws, we will be holding elections
to fill six positions on the Friends
Board of Directors at our annual
meeting in October 2011. President Paul White and Vice President
Jerry Goffe are completing terms
on the executive committee. Lise

Spargo and Matt Mitchell have
been nominated to fill these two
positions respectively. If elected,
Lise would be finishing the last year
of her second two-year Memberat-large term as President. Bob
Moran, a board member-at-large
has been nominated to fill the now
vacant position of Secretary. Marj
Longenbaugh who has been the
interim Treasurer will leave this
position in October and this position is as yet unfilled. If you know
someone who you think might
make a good nominee for the Treasurer’s position, please contact the
President of the Board, Paul White
at mlpcwhite@gmail.com.
Kumar Golap has agreed to
remain for another two-year term.
Jerry Oldenettel and Gary Singer
have completed their board terms
and Jill Buckley, John Larson and
Ann Hodges have been nominated
to fill these board member-atlarge positions as well as the position to be vacated by Bob Moran if
elected Secretary.
Bios for these nominees are
provided below.
Lise Spargo retired from
government service in 2007 and
returned to New Mexico where she
became an at large Board Member of the Friends of Bosque del
Apache. She is half way through
her second term. Lise has an undergraduate degree in Anthropology
from the University of New Mexico
and a master’s degree in Archaeology and Paleoclimatology from the
University of Iowa. She is editor
of the Bosque Watch and will be
leading hikes for the Festival of the
Cranes for the third year.
Matt Mitchell is a native New
Mexican with a degree in Biology
from the University of New Mexico.
He currently resides in San Antonio, New Mexico. He is a licensed
falconer and has trained and bred

raptors in captivity since 1968. Mr.
Mitchell and his wife Stephanie have
run a wholesale jewelry business
since 1974 and have provided their
merchandise to the Nature Store for
ten years. He is serving as officer/
board member for the Rio Grande
Agricultural Land Trust, the Socorro
Save Our Bosque Task Force, and
the New Mexico Falconer’s Association. He has also volunteered with
Wildlife Rescue of New Mexico Inc.
for 25 years as a raptor rehabilitator.
Mr. Mitchell has done presentations
with free flying trained raptors at the
Festival of the Cranes for seven years.
Bob Moran has been a resident
of New Mexico for over 40 years
after moving here from El Paso,
Texas, where he graduated from
UTEP. Bob worked as an Engineer
for Coupland-Moran Engineers for
40 years prior to retirement. He and
his wife Carole moved to Belen, NM
where they have lived for almost six
years.
“I have always been interested
in Photography, and due in large part
to encouragement from Jerry Goffe,
I got more active in the hobby, and
spent more time at the Bosque. I
helped run the Hospitality Tent at
the Festival last year and then agreed
to serve on the board. Since that time
I have become aware of the huge
amount of effort and knowledge it
takes to run this magnificent refuge.
It is such an asset to our State and
provides a valuable service to wildlife
and visitors from around the world
who come to visit….I consider it an
honor to be considered to serve as
Secretary for the friends, and wish all
those associated with this endeavor
continued success.”
Jill Buckley. “I grew up on
the coast of Southern California,
where I learned to love the natural
world from the local beaches to
the high Sierras. The best summer
vacations were those in Yosem-

ite. After a day of hiking there
would be a campfire under the
stars where rangers told stories of
John Muir: climbing a tall tree
to ride out a storm, admiring a
water ouzel (American Dipper to
us), and speaking out in defense
of wilderness. Needless to say, the
Bosque del Apache was among my
first and favorite discoveries when I
moved to Socorro almost 40 years
ago. I have spent my career at New
Mexico Tech’s Petroleum Recovery
Research Center trying to improve
the efficiency of oil production so
that more oil can be obtained from
existing fields. One of the extra
benefits of my research is that it has
taken me from Tasmania to Svalbard and wherever I go, I always
make time for birding. I appreciate
this nomination to be member-atlarge of the Friends Board. I look
forward to learning more about
the Friends activities and hope to
be able to help carry on the excellent work of volunteers, past and
present, in support of the Bosque,
helping to keep it a place of refuge
for all its visitors, whether they arrive on wheels or wings.”
Kumar Golap is a scientist
with the National Radio Astronomy Observatory (NRAO) in Socorro. Kumar is a graduate of Delhi
University in India (BSc Physics
1988, MSc Physics 1990) and the
University of Mauritius (PhD Physics, 1998). He joined the NRAO
in 1999. During his professional
career, Kumar has taught physics
at the undergraduate and graduate levels. He helped build a radio
telescope in Mauritius and now
works in developing software and
algorithms to analyze data from the
telescopes that the NRAO runs or
is building (VLA and ALMA).
Kumar is Mauritian by birth.
Mauritius is known for the extinct
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dodo, but has been more successful
in saving the endangered pink pigeon and Mauritian kestrel. Kumar
has been birding regularly since
2003, mainly at the Bosque del
Apache, but also elsewhere in New
Mexico, as well as in Arizona and
on the Texas and Oregon coasts.
He also enjoys hiking.
Kumar has been member-atLarge of the board of the Friends of
Bosque Del Apache since 2009. He is
standing for a second two-year term.
Ann Hodges. “My companion, Gary Froehlich, introduced me
to the unique charm and beauty
of Bosque del Apache NWR over
a decade ago. I have enjoyed many
adventures at the Refuge in all
four seasons: had many wonderful Refuge birding days over the
years (including the International
Migratory Bird Day Spring Count
for 10 years), spent vacations at the
Refuge, searched for “dragons and
damsels”, found jewel-like lizards
in the Desert Arboretum, star gazed
the Refuge’s dark night skies, hiked
the trails, and participated in some
of the educational events offered
at the Refuge. I have fallen in love
with Bosque del Apache! It is my
honor and privilege to give back to
the Refuge by serving as one of the
Directors-at-Large of the Friends of
the Bosque del Apache NWR.
A little about me: I’m a “Lobo”
– I have a BBA and a Masters in
Computer Science from UNM.
I have been employed at Sandia
National Laboratories for over 35
years. During this time, I’ve had the
opportunity to lead a number of different projects and perform systems
engineering activities at a variety
of different scopes (from project to
enterprise level). I am currently the
lead systems engineer for the Mission Assurance department for one
of the vice presidencies at Sandia. I
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am also on the Board of Directors of
the regional chapter of the International Council on Systems Engineering. My hobbies include birding,
singing, softball, and racquetball,
reading and playing with our grandson, Taylor.
John Larson. Born in 1949,
John was originally from Murray,
Kentucky. He went to Murray State
University, attended the University
of Illinois and served in the U.S. Air
Force in Vietnam and Guam.
John has spent 30 years in
media, both print and broadcast,
and according to him, he has lived
in some of the most beautiful and/
or interesting places in the country: Seattle, Washington, Colorado
Springs, New Orleans, Charleston,
Santa Fe and Nashville. He and
his wife Vanessa Quinones, who is
the secretary for the Biology Dept.
at New Mexico Tech, have a son,
Kris, 35, who is an organic farmer
in Illinois and a daughter, Caroline,
30, who lives in a group home in
San Antonio, Texas. Vanessa is
an artist in glass, pen and ink and
watercolor.
John was a reporter for the
Mountain Mail newspaper from
2004-2010, and currently is the
editor of that newspaper. He describes himself as a huge supporter
of wildlife and ecology, and is actively concerned with the environment and preservation of species.
“I am proud to be able to support the Friends of the Bosque.”
The Friends of the Bosque del Apache
National Wildlife Refuge is a registered 501 (C) (3) nonprofit corporation incorporated in New Mexico. The
Friends promotes appreciation and
conservation of wildlife and habitat
through environmental education and
natural history experiences at Bosque del
Apache National Wildlife Refuge.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
OFFICERS

President: Dr. Paul C. White
pcwhite@ix.netcom.com
Vice President: Jerry Goffe
jgoffe20@comcast.net
Secretary: Vacant
Treasurer: Marj Longenbaugh
dmlong@peoplepc.com

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE
Kumar Golap
kgolap@gmail.com
Jill Green
gjocabed@aol.com
Bob Moran
geebobm@msn.com
Jerry Oldenettel—Education Chair
borealowl@aol.com
Gary Singer
gsinger@earthlink.net
Lise Spargo
lisespargo@aol.com

Public Relations Co-Chairs
John Bertrand
John_Bertrand@hotmail.com
Sandy Seth
seth@bestdog.com

Webmaster

Sandy Seth
seth@bestdog.com

FRIENDS STAFF
Executive Director
Leigh Ann Vradenburg
575/838-2120
friends@sdc.org

Nature Store Manager
Shirleen Greenwood
natstore@sdc.org

Environmental Educator
Andrea Harris
friendsee@sdc.org

Festival Coordinator
Robyn Harrison
festival@sdc.org

BUSINESS SPONSORS
(Annual contributions of $200
or more in cash or in kind)
BirdSongGallery.com
Art & Photography
PO Box 433
Ranchos de Taos, NM 87557
www.birdsonggallery.com
Casa Blanca Bed & Breakfast
13 Montoya St.
PO Box 31
San Antonio, NM 87832
575/835-3027
casablancab&b@hotmail.com
www.casablancabedandbreakfast.com
Dancing Cranes Guest House & Gallery
311 Farm Market Road
PO Box 458
San Antonio, NM 87832
575/517-9273
dancingcranesguesthouse@yahoo.com
Days Inn, Socorro, NM
507 N. California St.
Socorro, NM 87801
505/573-4238
amy71087@yahoo.com
Don Boyd Photography
704 Fitch Ave.
Socorro, NM 87801
575/202-5971
dwodonb@aol.com
www.donboyd.com
Emergency Management & Safety Solutions
Regina Phelps
260 Whitney St.
San Francisco, CA 94131
www.ems-solutionsinc.com

Gail Diane Yovanovich
Photography
180 W. Hill Ranch Rd.
Edgewood, NM 87015
505/281-5742
www.gdycreations.com
Jerry Goffe Nature PhotoWorks
3108 Monte Vista Blvd. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87106-2118
505/385-3333
Naturephotoworks.com
Judith Roderick
Hand Painted SILK
72 Overlook Drive
Placitas, NM 87043-8907
505/867-0067
rainbowpaintr@comcast.net
Moran Engineering Inc.
137 Sunrise Bluffs Dr.
Belen, NM 87002
505/280-5070
geebobm@msn.com
Rio Abajo Antiques
PO Box 159
San Antonio, NM 87832
575/835-2872
SDC Internet
722 N. California St., Suite 4
Socorro, NM 87801
575/838-1620
www.sdc.org
Sespe Creek Insectary
PO Box 176
Lindsay, CA 93247-0176
559/562-6464

DONORS & MEMORIALS

Individuals/Organizations contributing to the
Refuge and/or Friends between June 1, 2011
and August 31, 2011

DONORS
Dan Brooke & Cheryl Teuton
Christopher Cotter & Denise Warner
Hugh Fox
James & Stephanie Fox
Ronald & Geraldine Gagosz
Marvin & Michael Guier

Melissa Howard
Estella M. Levy
Henry & Janine Lichstein
Dewey Moore & Shelley Roberts
Gary & Carol Overturf
Roberta Peterson
Carolyn Sanborn
Hong & Sunnie Son
Connie Stout
John Zaylor
MEMORIALS
Emerson Learn by Deborah Breitfeld
Lee Toliver by Paul & Annette Small

SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIPS

Memberships opened or renewed between
June 1, 2011 & August 31, 2011

Special Friends ($60 - $99)
Walter & Pat Farr
James & Stephanie Fox
Michael & Rozanna Francis
Donald & Vida Heckerman
Sylvia Knight & Robert K. Wright
Laura J. Lefkofsky
Richard & Rebecca Mauch
Samuel Mulder
Shelley Roberts & Dewey Moore
Ron Rozzelle & Rosa Patton
Bruce & Joyce Schoppe
Tova Shifberg & Jo Schuman
Best Friends ($100-$499)
Carol Bickelman
Karen & Gary Boettcher
Dan Brooke & Cheryl Teuton
Cathy Brown
Thomas & June Catron
Carlos & Virginia Cuellar
Gaines Godfrey
Kumar Golap
Marvin & Michael Guier
Penny & Jim Lommen
Stephan & William McIlvaine
Faye & Chuck North
Gary & Carol Overturf
Richard & Gloria Reitman
Kara Spitler
Richard & Marjorie Tipton
Harold (Hal) Yocum
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e-mail: friends@sdc.org

PO Box 340
San Antonio, NM 87832
To see color versions of the photos
in this newsletter, go to:

www.friendsofthebosque.org

SPEAK UP!
Government decisions determine the fate
of the Bosque del Apache. You can help by
letting key decision makers know how you
feel about the Refuge and other natural
resource issues.

PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA

The White House, Washington D.C.
202/456-1111 President@WhiteHouse.gov
US Fish & Wildlife Regional Director
500 Gold Avenue SW
Albuquerque, NM 87102
505/346-2545

Hon. Ken Salazar
Secretary of the Interior
18th & C Streets NW, Rm. 6151
Washington D.C. 20240 202/2087351

NEW MEXICO SENATORS

Hon. Jeff Bingaman
US Senate, Washington D.C. 20510
202/224-5521
website: bingaman.senate.gov
Hon. Tom Udall
US Senate, Washington D.C. 20510
202/224-6621
website: tomudall.senate.gov

NEW MEXICO REPRESENTATIVES
Hon. Martin Heinrich
House of Representatives
Washington D.C. 20515 202/225-6316
website: heinrich.house.gov
Hon. Ben Ray Lujan, Jr.
House of Representatives
Washington D.C. 20515 202/2256190
website: lujan.house.gov
Hon. Steve Pearce
House of Representatives
Washington D.C. 20515 202/225-2365
website: pearce.house.gov

Friends of the Bosque del Apache
Membership Application

Name
Family Members (for Family Membership)
Street

			

		
Interests:

City 		

State 		

Phone					

 Help with Friends activities
 Help with the Festival
 Serve on a Friends Committee

Zip
Email

Please mail with your check to:
Friends of the Bosque del Apache
PO Box 340
San Antonio, NM 87832

Membership Level:
		
 Individual $20			
 Family $25				
 Student $15				
 Senior $15
 Special Friend $60 or more
 Best Friend $100 or more
 Lifetime $1000 or more
 Business Sponsor $200
 Check to receive Newsletter

electronically

Shop -- Renew -- Donate ON LINE www.friendsofthebosque.org

