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Presidential Musings
Another year has passed and what a year.
We held our first RioFest Environmental
Film Festival in January and in spite of
snow we had a great turn out. The films
generated much discussion and reached
a different audience than our Festival of
the Cranes. We dedicated the Lannan
Educational Annex and new Bosque
Nature Store in May. We held our 20th
Festival of the Cranes in November and
to end the year we gave the Refuge 140
acres that included Chupadera Peak
in December. Other than that it was
a quiet year, just kidding. The Friends
accomplished a lot this year and you made
it happen. You should all feel good about
what we were able to accomplish.
I would like to mention a few people
who went beyond the call. John Bertrand
sent out press releases and letters on our
funding drive to purchase Chupadera
Peak, which made it happen much quicker
than would have otherwise been possible.
Thank you John for all of your long
hours of service to the Friends and the
Refuge. Leigh Ann Vradenburg, our new
Executive Director, whose organizing
skills and vision have made my job easy.
She has seen that the business of the
Friends is done well and is seamless to
those on the outside. Thanks for all your
hard work. Two board members need
special recognition, Tom Sizemore, our
Treasurer, who was given the task of
organizing our financial house so that
it was easy to understand and accurate.
Thanks, Tom, for all your hard work:
its paying off. Paul White, who has led
several sessions on planning for the Board.

He has detailed who, what, and why
we are as we look to the future and
grow the organization. Thanks for
all your hard work. The Lannan
Foundation, whose gift for the
Christina Ann Lannan Educational
Annex, together with the fundraiser
in Santa Fe and a grant for future
development for the Friends are
greatly appreciated. The Foundation
is a special friend of the Friends of
the Bosque del Apache NWR and the
Refuge. A thank you is not enough
to express my deep and profound
appreciation for all you have done.

Annual Meeting
January 26—Make It a
Double-Header Weekend

What’s coming? Well the last
weekend in January has the second
annual Riofest at the Macey Center
on the New Mexico Tech Campus.
It starts Friday Evening the 25th
with the showing of Gimme Green
and French Fries to Go followed by
a panel discussion on New Mexico
water issues. Saturday morning the
26th is the Friends Annual Meeting at
the Refuge starting at 9a.m. with the
Board meeting, which will be followed
by the Annual Meeting. The Riofest
will also be continuing on Saturday,
ending with an Evening with Katie
Lee and her film Love Song to Glen
Canyon. It is a poignant film that
shows what has been lost and a call
to action to save what we have. For
Riofest details, see the article on page
2, or visit: http://www.riofilmfest.com
on the web. Come make a weekend
with the Friends.
See you there.

story and roster).

Jon Morrison
President

Make the weekend of Jan.25-27
an environmental double-header in
Socorro. That’s the weekend not only
of our Friends of the Bosque del
Apache annual meeting of members on
Sat., Jan. 26, but also of the Friendssponsored RioFest Environmental Film
Festival Friday evening, Jan. 25, and
all day and evening, Sat., Jan. 26. You
can attend the annual meeting Saturday
morning and miss only four of the
RiFest’s 17 films. (See accompanying
The Friends annual meeting begins at
10:00 a.m. Saturday in the Christina
Ann Lannan Educational Annex. The
business meeting will be followed
by a tour of restricted Refuge areas
conducted by Refuge staff.
The business meeting will include a
report on the Board’s long-range plan
and projects that are on the drawing
board. Refuge Manager Tom Melanson
will share the latest information about
adding Chupadera Peak to the Refuge’s
Chupadera Wilderness (purchase of
the peak on 140 acres of land by the
Friends was completed Sept. 17).
Senior Biologist John Vradenburg will
report on an unique study of ducks and
geese at Bosque designed to quantify
the effect of stress and disturbance
on their health. This could provide
an important tool in providing visitor
access with minimum impact on the
health of the birds.


The annual meeting, through
committee reports, provides a behindthe-scenes look at the Friends, and
an opportunity to become involved.
Areas of committee responsibility are
summarized below. Make your wishes
known to the chairman, and offer to
help turn them into activities.

An Invitation to Become
Involved
In the five Standing Committees is where
the work of the Friends gets done. Brief
summaries are provided here to help you
decide where your talents might be put
to use. Don’t be bashful…volunteer!
Merchandise Committee- The
merchandise committee meets monthly to
propose, review, and select merchandise
for the Friends of the Bosque Nature
Store. The Nature Store offers a wide
range of high-quality, nature-themed
clothing, books, art, jewelry, and gift
items. Frequently the committee meets
with local artisans, getting a first
hand look at unique creations from
pottery and note cards to jewelry and
photography. The committee also works
diligently each summer to design and
select merchandise to represent the fall
Festival of the Cranes. Each October,
the Merchandise Committee recognizes
the contributions of some of our artist
partners by organizing and hosting an
Artists Reception complete with music
and food. Come help us select those
talented artists that will continue to make
our Nature Store one of the finest in the
National Wildlife Refuge System.
Public Relations Committee- The public
relations committee coordinates press for
Friends projects and events including the
Festival of the Cranes, the Annual Artists
Reception, and our Educational Workshop
Series. Committee members contact
local and regional news media to send
press releases, invite them to events, and
to request coverage. The Bosque Watch
(Friends quarterly newsletter), Habitat!
(Refuge annual publication), and website
(www.friendsofthebosque.org) all fall

under the PR Committee. We are currently
seeking writing talent to help with the
production of the Watch and Habitat.
Please help us get the word out on all of
the exciting things that are happening here.

RioFest Film Festival
January 25-26:
17 Environmental Films
+ Katie Lee!

Education Committee- The education
committee seeks, selects, and schedules
workshops from February through
September (typically 1-2 per month).
These workshops are held at the Refuge
and are typically geared for all ages.
Past workshops have included cooking
with prickly pear cactus, astronomical
observations, hiking, and photography.
These programs are successful, but could
continue to grow in attendance, number,
and diversity with the ideas and support
of additional, motivated Friends. Please
bring your ideas, educational tools, and
workshop ideas to the table.

[Editor’s Note: Friends of the Bosque del
Apache is a founding sponsor of RioFest.
This is the 2nd year of the annual RioFest.]

Membership Committee- The
membership committee reviews our
membership program and manages our
membership database. After Nature Store
sales, membership revenue is the greatest
source of unrestricted funding to the
Friends. At just over 1,000 members,
our group is one of the largest Friends
groups in the nation, but this program
requires diligent reminders of renewal
and acknowledgement of donations.
In 2008 we would like to grow our
membership revenue by 25%, whether
through new memberships or upgrades
at renewal. Please help us to make that
extra effort to meet our membership goal
and to make sure that our members know
how much they are truly needed.
Finance Committee- The finance
committee works with the Treasurer and
the Executive Director to review the
budget, discuss accountant and audit
reviews, and propose finance decisions to
the board. With our numerous programs
and projects, we are always in need of
recommendations and guidance on
financial decisions from professionals
or those who have experience with
nonprofits. We have come a long way over
the last 15 years, handling over $500,000
these last two years. Please bring your
enthusiasm and experience to our finance
meetings and help us maintain our
reputation and accountability.

By Kathy Albrecht

Explore the world, from the Rio
Grande to Alaska’s oil fields, from
Glen Canyon to New Zealand,
through the eyes of innovative
filmmakers. Hear the Gwich’in
Indians tell of their life within the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
And meet Katie Lee, whose sixteen
expeditions into the Colorado’s
now-submerged Glen Canyon are
gloriously, heart-wrenchingly captured
in Love Song to Glen Canyon.

Glen Canyon scene from Katie Lee’s Love
Song to Glen Canyon, Saturday evening
grande finale at RioFest.

Plan to come to Socorro, N.M, for
the second RioFest International
Environmental Film Festival at
the Macey Center on Jan. 25-26,
2008. You might leave a bit more
empowered to help keep some of the
planet’s wild places truly wild!
“The films we’ve selected are eclectic,
elegant, and inspiring,” says the
festival’s executive director Carol Lynn
Tiegs. “We hope these films will help
viewers think of our world in new


ways, generate discussion and spark
environmental action.”
The film mix will engage viewers of
all ages and attitudes. From issues
about soil, water and climate change,
to the gentle footprints of a hiker
and the saving of Australia’s bilby in
a landscape overrun with rabbits, you
will cry and cheer, laugh and sigh,
fume and perhaps be moved to help
preserve the treasures that remain.
The awarding-winning Gimme
Green will delight, while examining
America’s obsession with the
residential lawn — by far our largest
irrigated crop. French Fries to Go
demonstrates how one fellow really
did make a difference. And Texas
Gold introduces us to one passionate
Gulf Coast fisherwoman/activist!

RioFest takes place over two evenings
and one full day for $20 a person.
Tickets are available only at the
door…no advance sales. Friday
night’s screening and each halfday Saturday are $5 per screening,
Saturday night only, which features
river rafter and octogenarian Katie
Lee and her film, costs $10. But take
in the entire RioFest for a mere $20!

RioFest
Environmental
Film Festival

Friday, January 25
Saturday, January 26
Purchase tickets at the door.
No advance sales.

Weekend: $20; Fri. eve—$5;
Sat. a.m.—$5; Sat. p.m.—$5;
Sat. eve with Katie Lee—$10

Title frame from French Fries to Go,
screening at 8:15 p.m. Friday, January 25

These are but a taste of the festival’s
17 films. See the complete schedule
below. And mark your calendar for
Friday evening, Jan.25, and all day
Saturday, Jan.26, 2008, to attend the
RioFest International Environmental
Film Festival at the Macey Center
on the campus of New Mexico
Institute of Mining and Technology
in Socorro, N.M.

Opening Night, Friday, January 25th
7:00 pm—hors d’oeuvres & cash bar
7:45 pm—Gimme Green
by Eric Flagg and Isaac Brown
8:15 pm—French Fries to Go
by Charris Ford
Followed by panel on local hydrology
issues with the NM Bureau of Geology.
Saturday Morning, January 26th
9:00 am—20,000 Miles On A Horse
by Tom Jennings
10:30 am – Hard-boiled Chicken
Dutch animated short
10:45 am – A Gathering of Waters:
Rio Grande, Source to Sea by
Eric Stacey

11:15 am – Desert Gold by Peter &
Melanie Rhalter
11:35 am – Discussion with three of
the morning’s filmmakers.
Saturday Afternoon
12:00 to 1:15 pm –
Lunch (‘Greenfeast’ at nearby
Masonic Hall, locally-grown
organic foods, a fundraiser for
Socorro’s Cottonwood Valley
Charter School)
1:30 pm – Bilby Brothers: the Men
Who Killed the Easter Bunny
by Larry Zetlin and Jim Stevens
2:20 pm—Texas Gold: Unreasonable
Woman Diane Wilson
by Carolyn Scott
2:45 pm — Shorts:
Gone by Madden&Watson
Season of the Sand Blossoms
by Peter & Melanie Rhal
3:00 pm – Lost Cargo
by Pieter Engels & Efim Perlis
3:20 pm – Out of Balance:
ExxonMobil’s Impact on
Climate Change
by Joe Public Films
4:30 pm – Independent Animation
from the Netherlands
il Luster Productions
Teddy — an elder slows ‘way
down amid bustling urbanites;
brutal and tender.
The Procession—-homage to
‘crossing over’ and passing on.
4:45 pm – Behaviours of the
Backpacker
by Sandor Lau
Saturday Evening
5:45 to 7:15 pm —
Dinner break
7:15 pm – Dessert reception
with Katie Lee
7:45 pm – Oil on Ice
by Dale Djerassi & Bo Boudart
8:45 pm – Festival Finale: Love Song
to Glen Canyon
by Katie Lee


Treasurer’s Report for
Fiscal Year (FY) 2007,
Ending September 30, 2007
This was an active financial year for
the Friends with the financial summary
listed below. It reflects all corrections
from the FY 2006 audit and may be
slightly modified by the on-going
FY 2007 audit. The highlight of FY
2007 is the fact that we received a
larger income than anticipated at the
beginning of the year. In the donor
restricted funds, we received enough
donations to complete the purchase
of the Chupadera Peak for the Refuge
and to promote Leigh Ann Vradenburg
to the newly established Executive
Director (ED) position. This freed
unrestricted funds to support the
Rio Grande education program. An
increase in the Nature Store revenues
and Friends memberships is the source
of the unrestricted funds increases.

In FY 2006, the Friends’ Board
embarked on a multi-year program
to improve the financial management
of our organization. During FY
2007 several goals were achieved:
an audit to our FY 2006 accounts;
the approval of Volume I of a new
Financial Management Manual; the
establishment of a conflict of interest
policy; the hiring of a bookkeeping
firm to strengthen our compliance
with Generally Accepted Accounting
Practices (GAAP) procedures; and the
publishing of the FY 2006 audit and
tax return on the Friends’ website.
Reluctant pintail watches anxiously
as Bosque Senior Biologist John
Vradenburg prepares to draw blood
Did you know that donations
sample to determine body condition
to Friends of the Bosque
and effects of stress. The study is
are tax-deductable?
intended to provide wildlife managers
with a reliable standard for measuring
We also have a Planned
safe levels of disturbance which are
Giving program. Call
consistent with maximum enjoyment
575.838.2120 for details
by the viewing public.
FY 2007 Summary Report

Total Revenue
Total Expenses
Total Ordinary
Income
Total Other
Income
Net Income/
(Loss)

Unrestricted
Funds
307,893
218,699
89,194

Board Reserved

FY 2007 Total

51,210
139,418
(88,208)

Donor
Restricted Funds
169,334
173,483
(4,148)

528,438
531,600
(3,163)

FY Budgeted
Total
337,960
454,948
(116,988)

20,829

3,591

0

24,420

0

110,022

(84,617)

(4,148)

21,257

(116,988)

40,767

62,933

147,272

152,000

(43,850)

58,785

168,529

35,012

Cash On Hand 43,572
End of FY 2006
(audit corrected)
Cash On Hand 153,594
End of FY 2007

Notes to FY 2007 Summary Report: A new column, (Board Reserved) was added this year, that more clearly reports the total income and
expenses for the various projects, i.e., the Festival of the Cranes, the education programs, etc. Therefore the column will always have a net loss
since it is “paid for” by the unrestricted funds income. The “other income” row is not cash, but in-kind donations . . . website and billboard costs
donations . . . and is balanced by those costs being reported in our total costs. [A more detailed FY 2007 report will be available on the Friends’
website before the annual January members meeting. Once the FY 2007 audit is completed, the audit and our tax return will also be posted to the
website in the early spring of 2008.]


December 1 “Victory Party”
Marks Chupadera Purchase
On December 1, seventeen hardy
hikers braved 30 knot winds on
Chupadera peak (figuratively) to
plant the Friends’ flag at the summit,
signifying actual ownership by the
Friends.* The hike was part of a
“Victory Party” honoring individuals
and organizations whose generous
contributions made possible The
purchase of the peak on 140 acres
of land for the Refuge. The $72,000
contributed in the year-long campaign
more than covered the $63,000
purchase price. Transfer of title
to the peak actually occurred on
September 27.
Despite torrential rain the preceding
night, nearly fifty people turned
out for the December 1 victory
celebration, in which a bronze and
stone monument was unveiled:
“Chupadera Peak and 140 acres on
which it lies were purchased by the
Friends of the Bosque del Apache
in 2007 for donation to Bosque del
Apache National Wildlife Refuge.
More than 270 individuals and
organizations generously contributed
more than $72,000 to purchase the

land and protect
it for wildlife and
the enjoyment
of generations
to come. Listed
below are the
donors who
contributed one
or more acres.
Nearly $10,000
was contributed in
memory of Deputy
Refuge Manager
Debra Davies
(1956-2006). Our
appreciation is as
boundless as the
New Mexico sky.”
The names of
84 donors who
contributed the
Chupadera Victory Celebration special guests Tom Harvey
price of one or more (left) and Chris Pease of USFWS Regional Office are
acres follow the
joined by Friends president Jon Morrison (right) at
inscription.
monument honoring Chupadera Peak purchase contributors.
With inclement
from the peak and the trail were
weather, the ceremonies were moved
projected on a large screen.
indoors into the Christina Ann
Lannan Educational Annex, where
Among the participating dignitaries
30” x 40” photos of the stone
were Chris Pease, Assistant Regional
monument and bronze plaque
Director for Refuges, and Tom
were displayed. To transport the
Harvey, Refuge Supervisor for
Chupadera ambience indoors, photos Arizona and New Mexico, of the U.S.

VIEW FROM THE TOP—Hiking party reaches Chupadera’s 6,272-foot summit
Dec. 1 as part of Victory Celebration. Hike was led by geologists Richard Chamberlin
(3rd from left) and Dave Love (2nd from right) of the New Mexico Tech State Bureau of

Fish and Wildlife Regional Office in
Albuquerque. Addressing the crowd,
Pease paid tribute to the donors and
the Friends for their foresight in
preserving Chupadera from possible
development.

The eventual goal of incorporating
the peak into the Refuge’s Chupadera
Wilderness is expected to be
completed within a few months.
According to FWS’s wilderness
specialist, this will be the first time
that private land lying outside a
refuge boundary has been donated
to a National Wildlife Refuge and
awarded wilderness status.
[For a report on the trek to the peak
by Plenty Magazine reporter Joe
Spring who accompanied the group,
visit http://www.plentymag.com/
features/2007/12/bosque.php]



BOOK REVIEW
By Barbara Dubois
TREAD LIGHTLY
Venomous and Poisonous Animals of
the Southwest

What a perfect title! Rich Wagner,
emergency room physician, and
Margie Wagner, a registered nurse,
have years of experience treating
victims of bites and stings, who did
not tread lightly. Their main advice
throughout this fine book is to avoid
interaction with venomous and
poisonous animals. Both Wagners
are professional photographers with
magnificent, clear photographs
throughout the book.

Early in the book, the authors list the
poison control centers, and after every
discussion, they advise calling 911
if a person is unconscious, seriously
injured, or sick. They always make it
clear whether a bite or sting is lifethreatening.

bites and hangs on. So the authors
warn the reader to avoid it and
certainly do not provoke it. Although
the nonvenomous banded gecko is
often confused with the Gila monster,
it is not beaded, only patterned and
much smaller.

The book has three sections:
arthropods, amphibians, and reptiles.
The arthropods section comprises
arachnids, including spiders,
tarantulas, black widows, brown
spiders, scorpions, vinegaroons, and
windscorpions; miriapods (centipedes
and millipedes); and insects, including
harvester ants, Africanized bees,
tarantula hawks (worst sting), conenose or kissing bugs, and caterpillars.
The buckmoth caterpillar has

The nonvenomous horned lizard, also
known as a horned toad or horny
toad, has two means of fighting back.
If handled, it can turn its head and
try to stick a horn in a finger, and it
can increase the pressure inside the
capillaries of an eye till the blood
vessels break and blood flows out,
distracting an enemy.

They say that the dangerous
animals usually are not predatory,
but defensive, using their venom
or poison to survive. Early research
focused on cures or treatments for
bites or stings, but current research
dwells on medicines that can be
made from the venom or poison.
One example is a medicine for
diabetes that is made from the Gila
monster’s venom.
What is the difference between
venom and poison? Venom is
injected. Ingesting venom does not
harm a human being because the gut
inactivates the venom. Envenomation
has to be parenteral, that is, outside
the body. Poisonous animals lack
the apparatus to deliver the poison.
The survival of a poisonous animal
depends on the passive delivery of the
poison. Eating a poisonous animal or
just touching the secretions may result
in toxicity.
Since many harmless animals are
confused with harmful, the authors have
included some throughout the book to
help the reader distinguish them.

venomous stinging spines. Because the
giant desert centipede doesn’t like the
light, it will run away in any direction,
including up a nearby pant leg!
The amphibians section includes
toads, the poisonous Sonoran
Desert Toad, the nonpoisonous red
spotted toad, and the nonpoisonous
Couch’s spadefoot. The authors say
that because dogs love toads, they
often are poisoned when they lick a
secretion or take a toad in the mouth.
The Reptiles section has lizards and
snakes. First is the venomous Gila
monster. It acts like the moray eel,

The authors saved the best for last,
snakes. Rattlesnakes are difficult to
identify by pattern because so many
look alike and so many other snakes
look like rattlers. After centuries
of debate, the consensus is that
the rattle is probably a warning.
The head is triangular, a helpful
distinction. The fangs function like
hypodermic needles to deliver the
venom.
The authors tell of a marvelous
distinction between legitimate
and illegitimate bites: a legitimate
bite happens when the victim
is accidentally bitten, but an
illegitimate bite happens when
the victim has provoked the animal.
More than 1000 people a year are
bitten by rattlesnakes, about half
the bites classified as illegitimate,
from intentionally interacting with a
snake. Obviously, such a bite can be
prevented.
So all you need to know is to tread
lightly and do not provoke an
animal that might bite or sting. The
photographs and descriptions in the
Wagner book make identification as
easy as can be.
(See acompanying poem by Barbara
Dubois on next page).


Friends’ Educational Series
February 16: 6:15 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Visitor Center: Wildlife Photography
Photographer and naturalist Jerry Goffe and
co-instructors will provide an overview on
wildlife and nature photography followed
by a hands-on experience on the Refuge.
Techniques and tips will be utilized while
photographing the Sandhill Cranes, Geese,
landscape and other refuge animals. Canon
will be supplying some advanced point-andshoot cameras and flash units for people to
use. Bring your camera, instruction manual,
memory cards or film, tripod, lunch and
water. Limit 20.
Please call 505-835-1828 for reservations.
March 29: 10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Visitor Center: Ducks of the Bosque Identification and Behavior. Fifteen different
duck species can be present at the refuge in
March. They are easy to spot and study. A one
and a half hour presentation at the beginning
of the workshop will provide a “crash course”
in duck identification by color and shape,
including confusing females. The interpretation
of the duck’s elaborate displays will be also
discussed. After a break, we will drive into the
refuge and spend several hours observing ducks,
their behavior and practice identification skills.
Celestyn Brozek is a life-long birder, instructor
of college ornithology courses, birding guide,
naturalist and photographer. Limit 20.
Please call 505-835-1828 for reservations.

Festival Begins 3rd Decade
on a High Note
The Festival of the Cranes observed
its 20th Anniversary in the third
week of November. As befits a major
anniversary, more than ten thousand
people turned out to celebrate and
renew their relationship to one
of Nature’s wonders…the annual
migration of the cranes and the geese.
Even with some 150 events, activities
and exhibits, there were no major
glitches, and the mood was festive.
Unusually balmy weather, which
caused many to don shirtsleeves rather
than down jackets, had one downside:
some of our Sandhill Cranes sat out
festival week in Monte Vista, CO
(the crane count in Festival week was
4,455, vs. 10,000 or more in most
years.) However, a greater than average
population of light geese provided
plenty of action for viewers and
photographers.

who eagerly await each year’s schedule
and sign up for events as soon as
registration opens,” he added. Advance
registrations for the 2007 Festival were
substantially ahead of the previous
year, as were the number of “attendee
days”, indicating that more people
arrived earlier and stayed longer, Harper
pointed out.
After eight years as coordinator,
Harper will turn over direction of
the 2008 Festival to a new team:
Friends Executive Director Leigh Ann
Vradenburg will be in charge, working
alongside an assistant coordinator, who
will be appointed within the next few
weeks. During the next eleven months,
Harper will be involved with the team
on a day-to-day basis to provide a
seamless transition.
“We’ll be looking together in the
coming months at ways to make the
Festival even better,” Harper said. “I
expect some changes will be made as
we analyze the present structure of the
Festival to see what works and what can
be improved.”

During Harper’s term as coordinator,
the Festival has increased to a six-day
April 4 – 8:00 p.m. Meet at the Canyon
event from four days, increasing the
Trailhead 1.3 miles south of Visitor Center.
Star Stories from Around the World with Approaching Sandhill Cranes galvanize
number of events available to out-ofAmy Estelle.
the-area visitors. The number of lecture
Festival photographers into action
just inside Refuge boundary alongside
and workshop events at Macey Center,
INGEST OR INJECT?
The rattlesnake injects venom into
Highway 1. After being dried the
previously scheduled only on weekends,
its victim
previous autumn to restore natural habitat, has been greatly expanded and they now
but the cow ingests poison from the the popular viewing area was flooded last
are offered on five days. The annual
locoweed
November-December to create accessible Festival dinner preceding the Thursday
The wasp injects a paralyzer into
night-time roosting habitat. On many
keynote event was initiated in 2004,
the tarantula
evenings, up to 50 high-end cameras,
but the bee ingests nectar from the
and has become increasingly popular.
representing an estimated half-million
flower
dollars of photographic equipment, were Some popular events such as Sandhill
The mosquito injects the hapless
pointed skyward by photographers at the Crane behavior and birding on Elephant
with malaria
site to capture the fly-in.
Butte Lake have added sections and
but the beetle ingests malathion
continue to sell out.
from the farmer’s spray
After analyzing attendance figures,
The jellyfish injects the swimmer
In its first 20 years, the Festival of the
Festival Coordinator Tom Harper
with a neurotoxin
but the shark may ingest a whole
expressed satisfaction with the progress Cranes has built an enviable record. Just
swimmer
the Festival has made. “The Festival has 45 weeks from now, Nov. 18-23, the
If the bee injects me with his stinger become a destination,” Harper declared. Festival begins its third decade. Mark
I have to inject myself with
the dates. See you there!
epinephrine!
Barbara Dubois “We’ve developed a core of ‘regulars’,


Business Sponsors

[Annual contributions of $200 or
more in cash or in kind.]
BirdSongGallery.com
PO Box 433
Ranchos de taos, NM 87557
www.birdsonggallery.com
Casa Blanca Bed & Breakfast
PO Box 31
San Antonio, NM 87832
www.casablancabedandbreakfast.com
Clear Channel Outdoor
458 Industrial Ave. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87107
www.clearchannel.com/outdoor
G.A.G. Charitable Corp.
500 Summit Ave.,
Mill valley, CA 94941-1082
Global Structures Inc.
PO Box 27279
Albuquerque, NM 87125
Jaynes Corporation
PO Box 26841
Albuquerque, NM 87125
Rio Abajo Antiques
PO Box 159
San Antonio, NM 87832
575/835-2872
SDC Internet
722 N. California, Suite 4
Socorro, NM 87801
575/838-1620
Sespe Creek Insectary
PO Box 176
Lindsay, CA 93247-0176
559/562-6464
Valerie Graves Gallery
PO Box 433
Ranchos de taos, NM 87557
505/758-0113
www.TaosArtist.com
Wild Birds Unlimited,
7200 Montgomery Blvd NE,#G-3
Albuquerque, NM, 87109
505/883-0324

Wild Birds Unlimited of Santa Fe
518 W. Cordova Rd., #B
Santa fe, NM 87505
505/989-8848
Wild Birds Unlimited, Santa Rosa
71 Brookwood Ave.
Santa Rosa, CA 95404
707-576-0861
tsosprey@sonic.net
Wild Birds Unlimited Westside
9231 Coors Blvd NW , Suite R7
Albuquerque, NM 87114
505/890-3668

Sustaining Memberships

Memberships opened or renewed August
1 – December 1 with enhanced amounts.

Special Friend ($60-$99)
Adele Arrowsmith
Joan Bacon
King Bare
Bill & Lynda Becker
Michael Bond
Henry & Mary Ewalt
Teralene Foxx
Jane & Norman Gagne
Gaines L. Godfrey
Kumar Golap
Ann Lewis
Alan & Erby May
Mrs. Comer V. Meadows
Jack Meloy
Tom & Marilyn Morrish
Nancy & Robert Morton
Cathryn & Martin Pokorny
John & Nancy Read
Ford & Margaret Robbins
Thomas & Susan Schmugge
John & Ann Scoggins
Charles Wood
Elizabeth Yerxa
Best Friends ($100-$499)
Tamie Bulow
DeWitt Daggett
Jamie Douglass
Bob & Isabella Draper
Barbara R. DuBois
Bob & Joanne Dulski
Edward Gomez
Rebecca Gracey

Bob Griffith
Vickie & Clark Haskins
Helen & Harvard Horiuchi
Mary-Margaret Hutchins
Nate & Liz Johnson
Bob & Audrey Jones
Mary Kinney
Darnell Kirksey
Andre Maloney
Richard & Rebecca Mauch
Susan Mogilka
Bob Moran
Dianne Parker
Adrian Peterson
Tim & Barbara Scully
Rev. Bonnie L. Smith
Joe & Shirley Spitler
Orel-Ann & Curt Stevens
Pirie & Duane Sublett
Paul & Barbara Tebbel
Cheryl Teuton
Brian Tracey
Daniel & Vicki Winner
Don & Joanne Wuori
Friend Indeed ($500-$1000)
Glenn & Sue Gastineau
New Lifetime Member
($1,000 in a calendar year )
David Lowell

Donors & Memorials List

Individuals and organizations who made
contributions to the Refuge and/or Friends
between August 1 and December 1, 2007

Fred and Linda Lord
Gary Singer
Elise Yarnedoe
Chapter 400 Full Time Ramblers
Don Powers, Jaynes Corporation
Paul & Margaret White
Tom & Colleen Sizemore
Phil Norton & Phoebe Wood
Jerry Goffe
Teralene Foxx
Valerie Graves
Don & Steffi Tashjian
Kim Straus
Jerry Oldenettel
Lane Leckman
Bruce Donnell
Richard Schmeal
Julia Moore



Jon Morrison
Mozelle Richardson
Individuals who have been recognized
with memorial donations between August
1 and December 1, 2007.

Joanie Hooper
Jacques Leverenze
Marian “Ricky” Harrington
John P. Taylor Jr.
Ruth Walcott
Deb Davies
Carmen Ward
Harold (Bob) Silagy

Donors to 2nd Annual RioFest
(Prior to December 1, 2007)

Stage Door
Gambles True Value
Carol Lynn Tiegs
Patrick and Catharine Stewart-Roache
Southwest Feed, Inc.
Socorro Striders and Riders
R&K Enterprises Bubble Machine
R&K Enterprises Dry Cleaners
R&K Enterprises Randy’s Ace
Hardware
New Mexico Wilderness Alliance
Jon & Jan Morrison
Environmental Dynamics

River Partners: Mapping the
Rio Watershed Education
		
Project
By Alexis Rykken
Our Rio Grande documentary debuted
during the Festival of the Cranes. A
Journey Down the Rio Grande calls
attention to the river in words and photos.
Journey poses thoughtful questions and
concerns. How do we view the river? As
partner? As dump? As a living presence?
Following the film the audience had many
questions for our diverse panel. What are
the challenges? How do we work with
the river? It all boils down to recognizing
the river as a vital force. Communities
working together--connecting to the river.
Education is the key. San Antonio
Elementary classes have been a great
success. Working with the whole school
was a wonderful experience for me. We

completed four large canvas murals, a 6
x 4 foot three dimensional field map, as
well as many other watershed projects.
Cottonwood Valley Charter is on board
for our winter session. San Antonio’s third
grade will participate in a special Crane
Ecology Project generated by one child’s
question, “How do the Crane’s know to
fly here?”

Festival keynoter. In 2005, he was
an instructor at the first three-day
Festival photography workshop, and
organized repetitions of the three-day
event at the 2006 and 2007 Festivals.
This year, when the original limit
of 12 was exceeded, Goffe added
instructors and accommodated 25
participants.

I am developing a curriculum for a high
school academy project. Research involves
the historical cycles of the Rio, how
channeling the river effects hydrology/
climate change/ and how the Bosque del
Apache’s reclamation/restoration projects
mirror the old river’s natural cycles. This
project includes the River Keepers ‘get out
and do it’ concept of caring for our local
watershed.

Through Goffe’s affiliation with
Canon as a member of Canon
Professional Servicess, his workshop
participants have access in the field
to the latest high-end equipment
provided by Canon without charge.
Goffe charges no fee for his services…
the entire per head $275 registration
fee for the three-day workshops flows
to the Festival as revenue.

Mapping the Rio continues to grow and
generate partnerships in our community.
The schedule is full for this year with a
waiting list for fall.

Goffe, an award-winning proessional
forensic photographer, started from
scratch to learn wildlife photography
at Bosque in 2000. “I didn’t know
a goose from a crane then,” he
Mapping the Rio projects and photos
confesses. He credits Emerson
are on display at Socorro Schools
Learn and other serious birders with
Administration building.
giving him a working knowledge of
Presently I am negotiating with New
species, but still does not consider
Mexico Tech for a ‘working classroom.’ A himsels an accomplished birder.
place to create, and display our projects.
Through leading workshops, Goffe
acknowledges he has become more
Jerry Goffe Is Mr. Digital At critical of his own photography.
Although his developing interest in
Bosque
By John Bertrand photographing wildlife has taken him
to exotic locations, Goffe still rates
Through his workshops in the
Bosque as Number 1.
summer educational series and at
On Feb. 16, Goffe and co-instructors
the Festival of the Cranes, as well
will conduct a free, day-long Wildlife
as casual contacts with visitors on
Photography workshop at Bosque as
the tour loop, Jerry Goffe has been
part of the Friends 2008 Educational
an ardent advocate for photography
Series. See Page [xx] for details.
at Bosque for more than five years.
In 2003, he introduced digital
Goffe began writing “Photographers’
photography as a Festival event,
Corner” for The Watch in 2004,
conducting a day-long digital
concentrating specifically on tips for
workshop, which has been a Festival
photographing wildlife at Bosque.
mainstay ever since. The following
For the following article, Watch asked
year, Goffe presented his images
him to critique the photographic
“from Bosque and Beyond” as a
events on Festival 20.


PHOTOGRAPHER’S
CORNER
By Jerry Goffe
“Festival of the Cranes.” We plan for
it, look forward to it, enjoy it, and then
recoup for next year. Next year is going
to be hard to improve on the photo
contest and workshops of this year. This
year was so successful because of such

photo contest. Members distributed
entry forms to schools, camera stores,
photo groups, instructors, as well as
any other groups that requested entry
forms earlier.

a generous response from volunteers and
photo equipment suppliers.
Let’s begin with the photo contest:
We received nearly 150 entries, four
more than last year, and one new
professional entrant. Members of
the Enchanted Lens Camera Club
in Albuquerque grabbed at the offer
to organize, judge, and set up the

Thanks to the generosity of many
equipment vendors, we were able to
provide a dazzling array of awards.
Santa Fe Camera Center as well as
B&H photo/video in New York
donated gift certificates. Really Right
Stuff, manufacturers of tripod heads
and other products used in wildlife
photography, donated a $50 gift
certificate. Wimberley, a company
that manufactures a tripod head that
many wildlife photographers use
for large lenses, donated a $100 gift
certificate. Hoodman, a newcomer in
digital camera accessories, donated a
number of products that were sought
after by contest winners. One of
the three “judges’ choice” winners

received a $400 camera/spotting
scope pro shoulder kit by BushHawk.
BushHawk also donated photo vests
and an additional BushHawk kit
for the workshop instructors. FM
Photography donated a ShutterHat,
used to keep cameras dry in the rain.
Op/tech USA donated a number of
its accessories, such as neck straps,
lens caps and padded equipment
bags. Canon again stepped in, as
they have done so often in the past,
with Compact Flash Card Wallets
and lens/equipment cleaning cloths
for all photo workshop participants,
plus a $500 i9000 state-of-the-art
photographic printer as a one of
the “judges’ choice” awards. Thanks
to all for making the photo contest
possible.

Vendors also made equipment
available for the workshops.
Attendees received 13 X 19 inch
color prints of their images in the
three-day workshop. All attendees
had the opportunity to try equipment
including tripods, tripod heads, and
digital SLR cameras with lenses
up to 500mm. Hand-held camera
operation using the BushHawk was
also popular.
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although we found the birds leaving
the ponds early and returning late,
maybe because of the warm weather.
Although a tremendous amount
of planning is required to put on

Now, how did the workshops go?
The staff and volunteers at Bosque
del Apache did a grand job of
preparing the refuge for the Festival.
Again, the Enchanted Lens Camera
Club provided quality instructors

enabling us to expand the workshop
to 25 from the original limit of 12.
We found much to do on the
Boardwalk, early before the winds
came up. Everyone got good images
of the Western Grebe with some
images being on the cusp of, or
actually being spectacular. The
coyotes were available and photogenic

throughout the Refuge as were the
ducks and light geese. Twice we got
the pleasure of having an Aplomado
Falcon pose for us. The Light
Geese were predictable and took an
afternoon siesta in the banding pond
to be photographed through the
observation blind. Bald Eagles, as well
as many hawks and owls were prevalent
and good portraits were sometimes
possible. The three ponds north of
the railroad track remain popular

the photo contest and the photo
workshops, the result of those efforts
is the payback and pleasure. The events
could not have been as successful if it
had not been for the efforts of all my
fellow volunteers from the Enchanted
Lens Camera Club, the Refuge staff
and volunteers and individuals from
Socorro.
The Friends of the
Bosque del Apache
National Wildlife
Refuge is a registered
501 (C) (3) non-profit
corporation. The Friends
promotes appreciation and
conservation of wildlife
and habitat through
environmental and
natural history education
at Bosque del Apache
National Wildlife Refuge.

Executive Director:
Leigh Ann Vradenburg
505.838.2120
e-mail: friends@sdc.org
President: Jon Morrison
Vice President:
Jerry Goffe
Recording Sec.: Cat
McGrath-Farmer
Corresponding
Secretary: Bob Merkel
Treasurer:
Tom Sizemore

Nature Store (In
the Refuge Visitor Center)
Open 7:30 a.m. to 4 pm,
weekdays 8 am to 4:30
pm, weekends & holidays.
505-835-1828
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PO Box 340
San Antonio, NM 87832
www.FriendsoftheBosque.org
_______________________________
_______________________________

Friends of the Bosque del Apache

Speak Up!

Membership Application

_________________________________________________________
Name

Family Members

_________________________________________________________
Street

City

State

Zip

_________________________________________________________
Phone

Email

q Check to receive Newsletter electronically
Membership Level: q Individual $20 q Family $25 q Student $15
q Senior $15 q Special Friend $60-99 q Best Friend $100-499
q Friend Indeed $500-999 q Lifetime $1000+
Interests: q Help with Friends activities q Help with the Festival
q Serve on a Friends Committee.
Please mail with your check to: Friends of the Bosque del Apache
P.O. Box 340, San Antonio, NM 87832

Shop on-line at our

Bosque Nature Store

Caps•••T-Shirts•••Denim Shirts•••Mugs
Patches & pins•••Bags & totes•••Books & CDs
Kids’ Stuff (Old & Young) •••Coffee (3 blends)
www.friendsofthebosque.org

Government decisions determine the fate
of the Bosque del Apache. You can help
by letting key decision makers know how
you feel about the Refuge and other natural
resource issues.
President George W. Bush,The White
House, Washington DC, 202.456.1111
President@WhiteHouse.gov
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Regional
Director, 500 Gold Avenue SW ,
Albuquerque NM 87102, 505.346.2545
Hon. Dirk Kempthorne, Secretary of the
Interior, 18th & C Streets NW , Rm. 6151,
Washington DC 20240, 202. 208.7351

N.M. Senators

Hon. Jeff Bingaman U.S. Senate Washington
DC 20510, 202.224.5521, 505.766.3636
senator_bingaman@ bingaman.senate.gov
Hon. Pete Domenici U.S. Senate, Washington
DC 20510, 202.224.6621, 505.766.3481
senator_domenici@domenici.senate.gov

N.M. Representatives

Hon. Steve Pearce House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515, 202.225.2365
pearce.house.gov/
Hon. Tom Udall House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515, 202.225.6190
www.tomudall.house.gov/
Hon. Heather Wilson House of
Representatives Washington DC 20515
202.225.6316 wilson.house.gov
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