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the crowd. Fortunately we left the horses, wolf and cougar outside.

Festival of the Cranes 2003

Angel Montoya (Aplomado Falcon) one of the Festival speakers
called and announced he had just had a baby. I suspected that it
was actually his wife. Seems his son arrived 4 weeks early and his
warped sense of priority required him to stay at home (Las CruI learned a few things this year. It turns out that the Owl Bar is an ces). I asked if there was anyone who knew as much about the
important part of the Trinity Site tour. Gosh, I thought it was just program as he did. He said sure - his wife! We gave refunds.
a place to have lunch before the coach left. Not so! The scientists
who assembled the bomb lived in cabins at what is now the Owl So what do we do now that the Festival is over? We set off at a
dead run to get ready for the 17th annual Festival of the Cranes
Bar. It was a grocery store then, with tourist cabins, a recreation
which will be held 16-21 November 2004. Would you like to parroom and the only telephone in the area. Lucille Miera used to
ticipate? I need ideas and bodies for new events. Is there an event
eavesdrop on their conversations. She told us all about it. Def iyou have always wanted to attend? Surprisingly you are probably
nitely not a dry presentation. Then there was the wind. One of
the La Campania guides had her earmuffs blown off. You could the best person to create and present it. We like a broad spectrum
not stand up on top of the ridge. The Hawk Watch International of topics.
tent collapsed. The seams of the art tent separated threatening to
carry off the canopy. But some clever folks tied it together in time Consider our most recent additions:
to avoid disaster. The birds? The birds didn't seem to mind at all.
The Way it Really Was
They just hunkered down and kept on eating. Of course those
who took my course The Principles of Bird Flight know that they Avian Evolution
Avian Spirituality
were protected by the boundary layer. In any case the massive
Ecofeminism
flights appeared on schedule for the fly-in.
The Principles of Bird Flight
The exhibitors are normally on the Promenade. When the wind Sparrow Identification
Cosmic Rays and Rocks
hit 60 mph we decided to move everybody into the big tent.
It's over! The tents are down, the exhibitors packed up and left
and all of the birders put down their binocs and headed for
home. Fortunately it was as much fun as it was work.

There was plenty of room in the center. As more people moved in
it really filled up. It was great. There were birds and activity everywhere. For a while there was even a Fawn wandering around in

(Continued on page 7)
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in each side.

Enclosed with this issue is the new
edition of the HABITAT newspaper, co-edited this year by John
Bertrand (volunteer and Friends
From the Manager’s Desk
member) and Erv Nichols
(volunteer). The theme of the 16page color digital production is “A
Deb Davies
refuge for all seasons.” It includes
(Deputy Refuge Manager)
numerous high-quality photos and a
The birds are here through February vastly improved map of the refuge,
making it easier to find recomand boy are we having fun! The
ponds are full and iced in the morn- mended viewing areas. Notice that
ings and the sunrises are spectacu- the numbered audio posts are now
added to the map. The production
lar! Staff and volunteers work all
year long to see and hear and pro- includes aids to the casual birders
and photos of many bird species,
vide for these beautiful cranes,
reptiles, and amphibians, as well as
geese, ducks and eagles.
an entire page on dragonflies and
The ground has been broken for the damselflies. Erv Nichols joined
John Bertrand this year as the ma snew public restrooms. The restrooms will be expanded to accom- ter computer driver, which made
the color production possible for
modate 7 stalls on each side; they
will be accessible, family- friendly, every page. Check it out!
and spacious with changing stations
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sails,” but true to form the ship stayed on
course. To all those Volunteers and Refuge
By Steve Green staff who put in the hours that were necessary
Once again the Artist Reception was to get the job done, Thank You! Two words
well attended featuring outstanding paintings, that have such powerful meaning for without
you there is no Festival.
photographs and sculptures. The delicious
food and toe tapping live music added to the
Congratulation to Percy Deal for
festivities. What made it all possible was the winning the Martha Hatch Award for Voluntime and effort of the Volunteers. To all of teer of the Year, and Emerson Learn, Bob
you and appreciative thanks.
Jones, Clay Smith and Barbara DuBois for
Well number 16 has been just about their recognition of accomplishment over the
put to bed as planning for the 17th Festival of many years that they served and continued to
serve the Friends organization. Their Founthe Cranes begins. A non profit organization, a National Wildlife Refuge and a New ders Awards were indeed deserved. They
kept our ship afloat and pointed in the right
Mexico City have once again partnered to
direction.
produce an outstanding world class event.

Special Thanks

Tom Harper, the Friends Festival Coordinator and Kathy Gleason, a resident volunteer,
can only do so much, but waiting in the
wings were literally hundreds of Volunteers
to help make the event the success it was.
Saturday’s winds might have “flapped our

To all volunteers and Refuge staff
who have helped make 2003 a wonderful year
on the Refuge, I thank you. To you and your
families, a healthy, happy and wonderful holiday season and a peaceful New Year.
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The Winter Garden
By Nancy Daniel

A

vid gardeners usually can’t wait until winter ends and their
garden starts to show signs of life again. Often spring itself
seems just too long. It’s a time to pour over plant catalogues,
make wish lists and hope for some moisture. It is also a time for
gardeners and non-gardeners alike to take stock of their winter
garden, assess its contribution to the inside of the house and see
if some new plants are in order.
[ I ] Look out the windows. Do you have in view a structure that
you would prefer not to see? Maybe it would be good to add a
tree or shrub to block that view. Can your neighbors tell what
you are watching on television? Is this another view to block or is
there a view to open up? Plants can also serve as a sound barrier
or a wind diversion. Since wind is often channeled down a portal
or between two structures, is there a need for some plants to redirect the wind or reduce noise?
[ II ] Look out the window again. Are there a high proportion
of evergreen plants? Are some different greens and grays, different shapes and different textures? Do they offer a pleasing winter
landscape? Are there some deciduous trees and shrubs with interesting shapes and bark? Are there plants of different heights?
Some with very different textures, like native, ornamental grasses?
Some with very different colors, like Little Bluestem
(Andropogon scoparius) a grass that turns red in the winter?
And, are your window views as appealing as a painting you have
or would have on the wall?

I

Rio Abajo Antiques
1783 Main
San Antonio, NM 87832
(505) 835-2872

f any answers in [ I ] where “yes” and any in [ II ] “no”, get
yourself some 1” x 2” x 18” stakes. This is the ideal time of

year to plan to add some plants to your yard. Put the stakes in
the ground where you want the additional plants. Continue your
vigilance at the windows. Try not to place a tree right in the center of your window frame or to line up plants. Random and
asymmetrical is more natural. You can move a stake a lot easier
than moving a plant later.

I

f, on the other hand, all answers in [ I ] were “no” and all in
[ II ] were “yes”, sit back in the comfort of your home and enjoy your natural, ever evolving winter landscape through the
frames of your windows.

Way to go—Steve
The following is an e-mail sent to the Refuge to Judy Shannon.
Hi, Judy,
Now that we have our feet back on the ground after our trip to
the Refuge, I wanted to write and send my kudos and thanks. I
can't tell you what a wonderful job Steve Green did with our students. Knowledgeable, entertaining and kid oriented, Mr. Green
engaged the children in an interactive presentation that more
than covered the material I hoped they would gain from our
visit. He is an extraordinary spokesman and representative of
your efforts with the Bosque. Please pass on my thanks, our visit
would not have been as rewarding or enlightening without his
help.
Peggy Weadock
Sierra Middle School
Las Cruces, NM 88001

Friends of the Bosque

The Crane on the Wall
Japanese folk Tale as told by Sarah Malone at the Friend’s Annual Dinner
Long, long ago in a certain place there was a man named Shin. He sold sake. He kept a
wine shop. One day an old man came into Shin's wine shop. He said, "I don't have a
cent, but won't you please give me a little sake to drink?" Shin looked at the old man. He
was ragged, but there was something impressive about him. So Shin said, "Yes sir. If you
don't have money, then you won't need any." He gave some sake to the old man, who
smiled, picked up the wine cup, and drank it down as though he'd never had any more
delicious. "Ah, that was good," the old man said. He clicked his tongue and left. But he
came back at the same time the next day.
"I don't have a cent, but please give me a little sake to drink." "Yes sir. If you don't have
money, then you won't need any." Shin gave some sake to the old man, who clicked his
tongue, emptied the cup, said "delicious" and left.
The next day the old man came in and said, "I don't have a cent, but ..." and Shin replied "Then you won't need any," and gave him a drink. After that the old man came in
every day and had a drink. How many days did it go on? One day the old man said, "My
sake bill has really added up. Shall I draw you a picture?" Then he took a tangerine out
of a basket he wore at his side, and peeled it. With the peel, he drew a picture on the
white wall of the wine shop. With a few quick strokes, there was a picture of a crane
there. It was a yellowish color, since it was drawn with a tangerine peel. But it was a fine
crane, and looked almost alive.
"When a customer comes in, have him face the wall, and clap his hands and sing." Saying this, the old man left. When the next customer came in, Shin said, "Please look at
that drawing and clap your hands and sing a song, if you don't mind." "Okay." The customer clapped his hands and sang a song. As he did, strange to see, the picture of a
crane that had just been drawn spread its wings across the wall. Then it began to dance
here and there in time with the song.
This was soon talked about all over town, and Shin's wine shop suddenly became very
popular. A number of years passed after that, and then the old man came again. The
old man stood in front of the crane drawing, but this time he began to play a flute.
When he did, the crane stepped out of the picture, and stood before the old man. Still
holding the flute, the old man straddled the crane's back, and they flew off into the
heavens. Shin and many others watched the old man and the crane until they disappeared into the white clouds.

Deadline for the March—April Newsletter
is February 13th.
Please mail articles care of Jon Morrison
Friends of the Bosque,
P.O. Box 340
San Antonio, NM 87832 or
e-mail to jonmorr@sdc.org
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Washington DC
(202) 456-1111
E-mail: President@WhiteHouse.gov
Hon. Gale Norton
Secretary of the Interior
18th & C Streets NW Rm. 6151
Washington DC 20240
(202) 208-7351
Hon. Pete Domenici
U.S. Senate
Washington DC 20510
(202) 224-6621
(505) 766-3481
senator_domenici@domenici.senate.
gov
Hon. Jeff Bingaman
U.S. Senate
Washington DC 20510
(202) 224-5521
(505) 766-3636

senator_bingaman@bingaman.senate.gov

Hon. Steve Pearce
House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515
(202) 225-2365
http://www.house.gov/
pearce/contact.shtml

Hon. Tom Udall
House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515
(202) 225-6190

http://www.tomudall.house.gov/

Hon. Heather Wilson
House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515
(202) 225-6316

http://wilson.house.gov/Contact.asp

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
500 Gold Avenue SW
Albuquerque NM 87102
Regional Director (505) 766-2321
Refuges and Wildlife (505) 766-2036
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A View from Inside the Loop,
by Deb Davies, Deputy Refuge Manager

By Julie Lyke

I had the opportunity to switch jobs with Julie Lyke
in the US Fish and Wildlife Services Endangered Species office in Washington, DC from Oct 21 until Festival of the
“What’s a Washington bureaucrat like you doing here at the
Cranes, totaling 30 days. This is part of a yearlong training
Bosque?” is the essence of the questions I have been fielding for the
program that I competed for and was fortunate to be selected
past month. I am far from my home in D.C., but I could not have
for, entitled “Advanced Leadership Development Program.”
picked a better place to spend time soaking up nature and learning
So, working in endangered species was exciting, after I figured
about refuge management.
out what my fellow staff members were talking about…. Most
of the acronyms were totally foreign to me, and the mode of
As part of the Fish and Wildlife Service’s Advanced Leaderoperation was completely different than it is in refuges, which
ship Development Program (ALDP), a program designed to help midis precisely why this leadership program requires assignments
level Service employees develop their leadership skills, I have tempoto a different program.
rarily switched jobs with Deb Davies, the Deputy Manager of the
Bosque. Deb is back in Washington working on endangered species
To illustrate some of the differences between refuges
issues, my regular job, while I am here learning about the Bosque. I
and endangered species, the idea of Friends groups is new to
think I got the better deal!
the endangered species program. I participated in a meeting
where the endangered species program would like to instigate
The Bosque del Apache is truly a special place – a jewel of
a “test” Friends group to see how Friends may work for the
the National Wildlife Refuge System, a magnet for migratory birds, a endangered species program.
vital part of water management in the middle Rio Grande, and home
to a diverse group of committed conservationists.
Also, endangered species programs are driven
There is so much focus on the cranes, ducks, geese, and
other birds that frequent the refuge – after all, it is the mission of the
Bosque – that it is easy to overlook the people who make this place
what it is. It’s the staff and volunteers of the Bosque who make this
refuge tick. Knocking down corn for the cranes, burning piles of salt
cedar, mapping sandbars for floodplain restoration, grading roads,
purchasing supplies, managing water flows, building fences, coordinating with partners, repairing equipment, educating visitors, doing
paperwork, reporting to the Regional Office, running errands, pulling vehicles out of the mud, selling merchandise, publishing newsletters, and dealing with adjacent landowners and their cattle are all in a
day’s work for Bosque staff and volunteers who handle these and a
million other jobs with skill, dedication, and humor.

mainly by litigation, whereas refuges are driven mainly by the
perceived needs of wildlife. Environmental groups, as well as
development interests, sue the Fish and Wildlife Service, resulting in court-ordered actions on endangered species issues
all over the country, just as it is with the silvery minnow, the
southwestern willow flycatcher, and the Mexican spotted owl
here in New Mexico. For the Mexican spotted owl, for instance, the Service was ordered by a Federal District Court in
January 2003 to redo the critical habitat designation for the
third time since 1995!

So what do these differences have to do with being
in Washington DC? Well, I learned more from “inside the
loop” because I was able to view the issues from the “big picture” perspective, instead of from a refuge. I shadowed the
I will miss the howling coyotes, the green chile
Deputy Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service (Marshall
cheeseburgers, the fly-out, Jim’s management insights, the sunset,
Jones) one day and the Assistant Director for Endangered
Leroy’s posole, the radio crackling in the background, and so much
Species (Gary Frazer) another day. While shadowing always
more. But I will take back to Washington fond memories of this ref- seemed to me to be a waste of time, having never done it, I
uge and the people who make it a welcoming place for wildlife and
was pleasantly surprised at how much I learned by shadowing
visitors alike – a special place that dedicated people are making sure is these directors. Watching them work while they met with
always here to come back to. Thank you all. It was a privilege to
various stakeholders from all over the country, including the
spend this short time with you in your beautiful home.
National Wildlife Federation was an eye-opening experience.
Marshall mentioned at a national Assistant Regional Director
meeting I attended for ecological services that I had learned
(Continued on page 12)
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low tree at the edge of one of the big pond areas. A Bewick's Wren
was harassing a Verdin who was making repeated trips with beak
full of seed fluff from the "seep willow" bushes along the road. The
Verdin was using the seed fluff to line the inside of -one of- its winRobert Kruidenier
ter nests. "The male (Verdin) builds several nests, both for roosting
in the winter, and breeding in the summer...a conspicuous ball of
interlaced twigs...lined with feathers and plant down...well protected and insulated...the entrance (as of this one) orientated away
from the prevailing winter winds...". (The Birder's Handbook; Ehrlich, Dobkin, and Wheye). What a treat. And the invitation, howAh, January. In January, we will see some of our coldest mornings. ever unwittingly, offered by the birds themselves.
"And he's looking forward to that?" You bet! From my notes of
January 19, 2001: "...it was 7 degrees this morning- had slept under We continue to get questions regarding Whooping Cranes. I'm
both my down sleeping bags. Only one other person out on Flight sure many of you are aware that there are no Whooping Cranes
Deck. The sun crept over the horizon...incredible orange light
left anywhere in this Rocky Mountain flyway, and there are no
coming through the steam rising off the water...back-lighting the
plans for there to be any as far down the road as we can see. I refer
cranes and geese...through my spotting scope I can actually see
you to a web site: <www.bringbackthecranes.org> that has more
their breath turning to steam. Hoarfrost diamonds everywhere: the information than most of you will ever want regarding both
weeds, the handrails...my Sorrels leave big footprints on the deck. I Whooping and Sandhill Cranes. It tells all about apparently sucturn my binoculars upside down and they become a microscope - cessful, so far, efforts to build a second migrating flock of Whooptry it sometime- and suddenly every surface is a forest of ice crysing Cranes in the eastern U.S. (totally separate from the Texastals, scattering orange sunlight everywhere."
Canada Flock).

Bosque Notes

Through January and February I will be continuing my search for
Sandhill Cranes with neck-collars. Some of you have heard me talk
about this before. Over the last three years, here on this refuge, I
have collected sightings of over thirty neck-collars and /or leg
bands on Sandhill Cranes. For those of you who have been spared
Robert's long-winded tales of cranes on this refuge that are over 20
years old, a neck-collar -on a crane, at least- is a plastic collar, of a
particular color, with a (generally) fairly easily discernable symbol,
such as a "+" (the 'plus' sign). This symbol is of a specific color.
These are the three pieces of information that I need from each
sighting: the color of the collar; whatever the symbol is; and its
color. e.g., a white collar with a black "plus" sign. This particular
collar was put on a Sandhill Crane fledgling at Gray's Lake NWR
(in southeastern Idaho) in 1978. That makes this bird, when seen
last winter here on this refuge, 24 years old! So there you are: you
could be the sharp eyed observer who finds a bird even older that
that. There is a least one other bird out there, that we have seen
this winter, that we know is 34 years old! So-every pair of eyes is
valuable. We have had several collars found by visitors.

Another quick reminder that come the second and third weeks of
February, the cranes will be getting anxious to head north to their
traditional nesting grounds. Most of our cranes will go back to an
area centered around Gray's Lake NWR, in SE Idaho. Some will
spill over into western Wyoming, and SW Montana, and a few up
into the Jackson Hole and Yellowstone areas. About the last week
of February, after days of practice starts, and getting their wings
accustomed once again to catching the rising thermals, amidst
great clamor and calling to each other, they will rise up and up and
up. I will be watching them through binoculars and spotting
scopes, and as they move off to the north, soon out of reach of my
biggest glasses, I will know that they are gone until next fall, when
their primeval calling once again echoes across our refuge, now
gone strangely quiet.

Robert Kruidenier (say "cry-d-near")
Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge
P.O.Box 1246
January and February are not just for Socorro, NM 87801
the big birds. Looking back through Office: (505) 835-1828
my field notes for Jan-Feb, of 2000,
Fax: (505) 835-0314
'01,'02, I see accounts of flocks of
Cell: (505) 838-6196
Horned Larks; mixed flocks of Redwinged, and Yellow-headed BlackFor UPS/FedEX (Physical Address)
birds; Savannah Sparrows; Bewick's
Bosque del Apache NWR
Wrens and Virginia Rail. Speaking of 1001 Hwy 1
the smaller birds- whose lives are of- San Antonio, NM 87832
ten no less interesting than the big
(505) 835-1828
birds- just yesterday, I stopped to investigate a couple of really small birds
darting in and out of a big Black Wil-
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GETTING OVER THE COLOR GREEN
Contemporary Environmental Literature
of the Southwest
Edited by Scott Slovic

A frightening story is “Chaco Night,” by Reg Sauer.
Climbing alone, he fell and woke to discover that he would probably die alone of thirst if not of his injuries. Of course, he lived to
write about it, but his night held much philosophy and meditation
and soul-searching. He ends with the most human “the living tissue of my human complacency regenerated.”

One of my favorites is “Territories,” by Barbara
(“Barney”) Nelson, about mountain lions. She says our mountains
are scattered, islands of mountains, good for lions. She calls them
What a great title! Wallace Stegner said it: “You have to ghost cats because we never see them, we see only evidence of
them. Her title means that lions are territorial, and she proceeds
get over the color green; you have to quit associating beauty with
gardens and lawns; you have to get used to an inhuman scale; you to say this about cows as well. The essay is entirely delightful.
have to understand geological time.”
Gregory McNamee’s “Regaining Paradise” reminds me of
Cadillac Desert, pointing out the devastation we have wrought
The editor has chosen essays and poems about every aswith dams. We need appropriate forestry and ranching to turn
pect of our Southwest: mountains, deserts, rivers, rocks, rafting,
rock-climbing, uranium, lizards. Each piece celebrates the beauty back erosion. We need an agricultural revolution to turn back the
rise of monoculture. For example, the 7000 varieties of apples
of our landscape. Although some pieces bemoan the desecration
have been impoverished to 4. We need appropriate agriculture to
by man with dams and chemicals, most praise the wonders that
farm crops that do not require much water. The author finds
remain.
hope in the work of the Nature Conservancy and in the National
A good essay, “Swamp Thing,” by Stephen Harrigan tells Omnibus Water Act of 1992.
about snapping turtles. Really mean, the worst are the alligator
We can be grateful to McNamee for his urgency and to
snapping turtles, which can grow to 250 pounds. It had been
the
editor
for making all this current environmental literature
thought that one could bite a broom handle in half, and it was
available
to
us.
found to be true.
A Book Review by Barbara DuBois

Another good piece describes Mexico’s Pinacate Desert,
just south of Lukeville, Arizona. With volcanoes, dunes, craters,
fumaroles, cinder cones, and lava fields, the Desert is named for its
Pinacate Peak, a dome-shaped volcano about 4000 feet high.
Pinacate means “stink bug,” which the author, Ken Lamberton,
claims is the desert’s mascot.
Robert Michael Pyle writes field notes instead of an essay,
but one of his notes is especially appealing: “When people carry
binoculars and hand lenses instead of Walkmans and cellular
phones, we’ll be getting somewhere.”
Richard Shelton in “Going Back to Bisbee” tells that
there are at least 19 subspecies of coyote. The Navajo name is
“God’s Dog,” because they credit the coyote with wonders such as
filling the sky with stars. We take “coyote” from the Aztec “coyotl”
which was associated with several gods. Shelton proceeds with a
delightful story of a dog that fell in love with a coyote but sadly
ended up beaten by those who did not welcome an outsider.
In “On Sending the Raft North,” Deidre Elliott intersperses Colorado River rafting memories with vignettes of Major
John Wesley Powell and George Bradley. When Powell surveyed
the Canyon, he named rapids from his terrified view of them: Upper Disaster, Lower Disaster, Hell’s Half Mile.
Barbara Kingsolver has a sweet essay about her pleasure at
studying a small area instead of walking miles with her friends
studying more ground. She treasures the day when she “covered
no ground.”

(Festival continued from page 1)

Don't be shy - let me know what you would like to do,
crane@sdc.org. Let me know right away because I have to get the
schedule set and the rooms reserved. You don't have to live here
to participate, but you will have to show up for your presentation. In the next couple of weeks the 2004 cover will be on the
festival web site. Be sure to watch as the festival schedule develops. The information is posted on the web as a work in progress.
Watch the web at www.friendsofthebosque.org/crane.

Tom Harper
Festival coordinator
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The Female of the Species:
Florence Merriam Bailey
By
Cheryl Demerath Learn
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ies may in the Albuquerque Public Library. The NM Department
of Game and Fish recognized her expertise by publishing this book
in 1929. This book is beautifully written and illustrated. I had the
pleasure of obtaining a glimpse of a personal copy that belongs to a
good friend. For instance, in the section of the book about cranes,
she cited all the historical records of cranes in New Mexico.

Florence Merriam Bailey played a significant role in promoting bird appreciation in the United States. She was among the
first to “hunt” using binoculars and fought the tyranny of feathers
and often-whole birds used in the millenary trade. Born in upstate
New York during the Civil War within an educated family, she
developed the instincts of a naturalist in general and a birder specifically by walking the surrounding woods and studying the birds
and animals. She attended Smith College for women where she
came into contact with other female environmentalists. While at
Smith, she organized the Smith College Audubon Society. She
involved her sister students in campaigning against the slaughter of
birds for decorative uses. She came to see birds as living treasures
and preceded Ludlow Griscom in calling for the use of binoculars
instead guns for birding. By her 27th birthday, she had written two
books on American birds. She went on to write 11 more books
and over 100 articles.

Want to know more? There are several web sites that have information about her. Her biography is No Woman Tenderfoot: Florence
Merriam Bailey. Pioneer Naturalist. By H. Kofalk. College Station,

She chose a path less traveled for a Victorian woman in
several ways. She did not marry until later in life at age 37 and had
no children. She was well educated, her mother was a college
graduate, and Florence surrounded herself with educated people.
Her stances as a feminist were varied. She is frequently juxtaposed
with the influential men in her life on the one hand yet demonstrated feminist values on the other. One such person was her
brother and another was her husband of 46 years. Both were naturalists of some importance. Her brother, who had advantages of a
medical school education, taught her anatomy and physiology and
went on to become the first chief of the U.S. Biological Survey,
which later became the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Her naturalist husband, Vernon Bailey, was with the Biological Survey.
They traveled together in the western United States gathering data
about the little known flora and fauna of the western United
States. He studied mammals and she studied birds. She is reported
to have said that like other ladies, the little feathered birds have to
bear their husband’s names, no matter how inappropriate. Her
publications included Birds Through an Opera Glass, Handbook of
Birds of the Western United States and Birds of New Mexico. The later
book served as a model for the field guides later written by Roger
Tory Peterson. Florence became the first woman associate member
of the American Ornithological Union in 1885 and its first
woman fellow in 1929 and the first female recipient of the Brewster Medal. She was a charter member of the Audubon Society and
wrote about the birds of the Grand Canyon. We are told that a
variety of California Mountain Chickadee ( Parus gambeli bailyae)
is named in her honor.

Over the next 20 years I recognized that his community interest
also included Bosque Del Apache. We spent many hours discussing our Friends group and how we could help make improvements. He finally agreed to join our executive committee and
serve as treasurer. This was a particularly important job as our
growth to include the store was close to 400% between 1994 and
2003 (from $80,000 to near $250,000.)

I searched on-line for copies of the Birds of New Mexico
and located a copy in the Bosque Farms, NM Library. (Other cop-

Clay Smith
Clay was one of the dearest, most energetic people I've had the
pleasure of knowing. I first met Clay in October 1967. Our relationship at that time was strictly business through my business at
Merrill Lynch.
We had mutual interests in investing and in fitness. We also
started sharing our spiritual lives with each other. I knew he was
active in civic affairs such as the Lions club and student activities
such as the State Science Fair.

His heart was really at the Refuge. He spent a great deal of time at
Bosque Del Apache. He was even getting to know the wildlife and
was expanding his knowledge of the workings of the Refuge.
Clay recently told me that now he knew the difference between a
duck, goose and crane. I recognized he really knew a lot more.
His passion however was really for the rocks. Valerie Kimble from
the Defensor Chieftain in a recent quote said "Smith's descriptions of the geologic formations in the valley were almost poetic,
so deep was his interest in the folding and faulting of the earth's
crust and the layer cake formations that resulted.”
Many of us went out with him on dozens of "geological" tours.
We all learned something. You had to appreciate his enthusiasm
for the world around us.
I even learned something. Clay, you will b e missed.
Emerson Learn
Past President
Friends Bosque Del Apache

Friends of the Bosque
The Brightest Stars Shine on the
Coldest Nights
By Amy Estelle
Orion is one of the most easily recognized of all the constellations and in winter the Hunter rules the night. Betelgeuse, marking the Hunter’s right shoulder, is a red supergiant star nearing the
end of its lifetime. The star has expanded and its diameter is
greater than the Earth’s orbit around the Sun. Rigel, a blue giant
marks Orion’s left knee. Three evenly spaced stars of equal brightness mark the belt. Hanging from the belt is the sword. Look here
with binoculars for the Great Orion Nebula, a place where new
stars are forming. Accompanying the Hunter are two dogs and a
hare.
Use Orion to find the other bright stars of winter. The Milky
Way passes between Procyon and Sirius. Especially pretty in binoculars is the Pleiades star cluster and Orion’s belt.
Saturn shines brightly in Gemini in January and February. The
rings are easily viewed with a spotting scope. Also don’t miss V enus in the west in early evening. In late January and February the
constellations mapped here are higher above the horizon in the
early evening.

Orion

Star Name

Constellation

Translation

Capella

Auriga

The Charioteer

Castor

Gemini

The Twins

Pollux

Gemini

The Twins

Procyon

Canis Minor

Lesser Dog

Sirius

Canis Major

Greater Dog

Rigel

Orion

The Hunter

Betelgeuse

Orion

The Hunter

Aldebaran
No bright stars

Taurus
Lepus

The Bull
The Hare
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of its own and grew and grew. So much dirt
was brought in that John Taylor the Refuge’s
Chief Biologist said that it was looking like a
spoil dump and offered to bulldoze it. John
was told to be patient. Three years in the makThis award is given to one outstanding individ- ing, Bosque del Apache has one of the best D eual that exhibits what it means to be a volunsert Arboretums in the Southwest thanks to
teer.
ones love and dedication. If you have not visited the Laura Jean Deal Desert Arboretum,
The Cambridge Dictionary defines volunteer
you have truly missed a special place.
the following ways:

Martha Hatch Award
Given to Percy Deal

As a noun: - a person who does something,
especially helping other people, willingly and
without being forced or paid to do it:

Counting What the Cactus Contains

As a verb: - to offer to do something that you
do not have to do, often without having been
asked to do it and / or without expecting payment:
To offer information without
being asked.

Elf owl, cactus wren, fruit flies
Incubating in the only womb they'll ever recognize.
Shadow for the sand rat, spines
And barbary ribs clenched with green wax.

By Pattiann Rogers

Seven thousand thorns, each a water slide,
The Oxford Dictionary gives the following defiA wooden tongue licking the air dry.
nitions:
: To offer one’s service for some
special purpose.
: To offer of one’s own accord to do
something
: To serve

Inside, early morning mist captured intact,
The taste of drizzle sucked
And sunsplit.
Whistle of the red-tailed hawk at midnight,
rush of the leaf-nosed bat, the soft slip
Of fog easing through sand held in
tandem.
Counting, the
vertigo of
its attitudes

November—December
Donors
Judy Bills
Cathy Brown
Carolyn Dow
Bob and Ruth Hucks
Beth Kirkhart
Mary Lou Manzer
Shirley J. Minge
Beverly Peterson
Ron and Beth Waitz
Nancy H. Waldron
Donald and Joanne Wuori

The individual that we our honoring came to
the Refuge three years ago wanting to do something special for the Refuge in honor of his
wife. He asked at the visitor center and was
told to seek out Paula Greene who has outside
working on the landscaping. They talked
about statues and other possible art and made
trips to Taos and Santa Fe looking for just the
right piece. None could be found which was
our luck. Paula ask if he’d like to expand the
Arboretum, a short piece in front on the
Friends House. He said that that sounded like
a good idea and ran with it. He worked with
Daniel Perry, Nancy Daniel and Paula in designing the garden. Leroy Savedra was volunteered to bring in dirt. The project took a life

Thanks you very much
for your support
Betty Davis
President

Across the evening; in the wood of its
latticed bones--the eye sockets of every
saint of thirst;
In the gullet of each night-blooming
(Continued on page 11)

Friends of the Bosque
(Book Review continued from page 10)

flower--the crucifix
Of the arid.
In its core, a monastery of cells, a brotherhood
Of electrons, a column of expanding darkness
Where matter migrates and sparks whorl,
And travel has no direction, where distance
Bends backward over itself and the ascension
Of Venus, the stability of Polaris, are crucial.
And association With all those who have been counting.

Ardour
By Marilyn Peretti

This ardour has flown in so recently,
entered this life of years
after expectation had worn thin like glass,
yet now has nested tightly in my chest
like some organ that insists on pumping oxygen,
forcing its way through,
to the point of improving vital signs:
these widespread wings
of big white cranes,
that lift and push, lift and glide,
over my head, over my trees, across my earth,
pulling this temporal being
up into their cool orbit,
entrusting me with wings.

Friends Annual Meeting
Date:
Place:
Time:

January 24th
Lounge Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge
9-11 Board Meeting
11-1 Working Lunch—Committee Meetings
Lunch will be provided
1-3 Annual Meeting
3-till Fly-out—Refuge Tour
Please call (505) 838-2120 to make
Reservations
Please Come and help us plan for the future.

Friends Board Meetings
Mark your calendar
January 24

March 20
May 15
July 17

As read by Sarah Malone at the Friend’s Annual Banquet

September 18
November 13

Poem from a collection called Let Wings Take You
Words in poetry dedicated to preserving earth's ancient winged
creatures, the cranes..
Marilyn Peretti awarded First Prize for poem Coming Apart,
by Current Literary Competition, 2000, Ann Arbor, Michigan
Marilyn Peretti awarded Second Prize for poem New Places,
by The Conference on Aging, 2003, Chicago, Illinois

Annual Meeting

A Special Thank You
Andrew Schoen folded 100 origami cranes for his mitzvah
project and raised $300.00 funds for habitat restoration.
Thanks you Andrew

Friends of the Bosque
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Touring With Junior Naturalists
By Amy Estelle
“Be careful. She may be in a bad mood,” the Albuquerque scout leader cautioned one of her charges who reached for the
Magicscope (a simplified version of a microscope). The girl peered
through the eyepiece and eyeballed a pregnant water flea and exclaimed, “WOW! You can see the babies.” Another called out,
“Pass the clam shrimp (another microscopic animal) this way,
please.”
This was one of many priceless moments I witnessed at
the Festival of the Cranes. I can think of no better way to spend
two hours than on a Junior Naturalist Tour led by BDA Outdoor
Recreation Planner Daniel Perry. Unlike visitors on the regular
festival refuge tours who seldom, if ever, leave the bus, participants
on the Junior Naturalist tour literally get their feet wet (or at least
damp) scooping up zooplankton from the wetlands near the Flight
Deck.
For the second consecutive year I rode the old white
school bus as an assistant to Daniel. We began the tour with a 5minute introduction to pack rats, the janitors of the Visitor Center
parking lot. The discussion on packrats wasn’t planned to be that
comprehensive, but one car of scouts was late, and after a couple
of cell phone calls we discovered they were just a few minutes
away. The scout leader was very assertive. She didn’t want to leave
them behind. So Daniel improvised. He had already given out the
blue and gold plastic Junior Naturalist badges. We were officially
ready to go, but timetables are flexible when it comes to introducing young people to the refuge. So is everything else. This is an
adventure and even the leader doesn’t know what all the stops will
be.
There is an art to working with children in the environment. Daniel has almost a Mr. Rogers’ countenance: calmness,
patience, and clarity. The rules are clear, but no one is ever
shamed for testing them. Daniel’s tone is always positive. Nothing
flusters him; maybe he has seen it all. He welcomes interaction and
he wants each child to make observations; ask questions; touch the
stump where a beaver cut down a tree; and zip up the hooks on a
goose feather. He creates easy to remember and funny names for
things: dabblers become butts-up ducks. And on this tour a Northern Harrier is still a marsh hawk. Get it? A hawk who hunts over
the marsh! He introduces words that are appropriate and just plain
fun to say. “Can you say Chu-pa-der-a?”
I admit it. I am a sucker for science made fun. I love that
moment when a child first looks through a microscope and on
seeing a tiny crustacean proclaims, “It’s alive!” And I cherish the
occasions when a child peers through a telescope and tells me
there are polka dots (craters) on the Moon and another says the
Sun has measles (sunspots). Give me a Junior Naturalists Tour
every time.

(Continued from page 5)

all his secrets when I shadowed him. I replied “But I still don’t
know how you do it!” And I don’t. He must know so much
about so many issues to brief and collaborate with outside organizations that it is simply astounding.
And then I had some free time where I visited beautiful places and saw some great birds, including Assateague Island National Seashore, Shenandoah National Park, and our
own Mason Neck National Wildlife Refuge, just 25 miles south
of Washington DC (and 2 hours in rush hour traffic on a Friday evening). I also took the opportunity to see an exhibit entitled America’s Wildest Places: Our National Wildlife Refuge System.
Quoting our Refuge Update for November: “The multi-media
exhibit, one of the most extensive examinations of the conservation of wildlife and natural diversity by any museum…”
opened November 7 at the National Museum of National History in Washington, DC. The exhibit includes a mount of a
Mexican gray wolf and a mention of our very own Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge detailing what that refuge is doing to
help recover endangered species.
The Endangered Species Act will be 30 years old this
month! They have just released a new poster entitled "Working
Together -- Partnerships for Endangered Species Recovery."

To view the poster and fact sheet, please look at the web site:
http://endangered.fws.gov/partners/poster/

Friends of the Bosque

“Pintail No. 165.857”

ducks fed only at night, most likely on waste agricultural grains in
dry farm fields.

By Colin Lee

This study also found that approximately 65% of the pintails in
the Middle Rio Grande Valley survived the winter and began migration back to their breeding grounds. While this survival rate is
not alarmingly low for a wildlife species, it is lower than those
found for pintails in most other important wintering regions, including California, Louisiana, and Sinaloa, Mexico. Furthermore,
the survival rate for pintails in the Middle Rio Grande Valley was
most influenced by natural causes (such as predation), while hunting contributed only a small amount (about 12%) to the overall
winter mortality.

bleep… bleep… Bleep… BLEEP!… It was Nov. 7 th , 2002, and with
this increasing intensity of signal sounding from his hand-held receiving unit, former volunteer Steve Sherman knew he had narrowed the location of duck number 165.857 to impoundment
18D- somewhere right off of the Flight Deck! Later that winter,
Steve was to track this radio transmitter-marked pintail to the
“Narrows” at Elephant Butte Reservoir and I was to locate this
same healthy, adult male at a wetland near the city of Durango,
Mexico- over 700 miles south of its release site at Bosque del
Apache National Wildlife Refuge.

This study revealed some interesting facts about pintails that
enlighten our understanding and management of waterfowl in our
area and further south. For instance, in addition to managing for
Steve and I were tracking pintails released at Bosque del Apache as waterfowl on the refuge, it is evident that special cooperation may
part of a 2-year study on the wintering ecology of this declining
be necessary to ensure that pintails and other wintering waterfowl
duck species that winters in the Middle Rio Grande Valley and
have adequate resources at Elephant Butte Reservoir in the future.
further south into Mexico. Specif ically, the field work was aimed Also, we found an unexpectedly high proportion of female pintails
at (1) gaining insight into the distribution patterns of pintails from migrated into Mexico compared to males. Since female survival
the Middle Rio Grande Valley into the Mexican Interior Highmore strongly influences the numb er of new ducklings produced
lands, (2) identifying important wetlands sites in Mexico used by
each year than male survival (gotta respect those ladies, y’all!), repintails that migrate through the refuge, (3) determining the besources for further research and conservation of wetlands in the
havioral use of the wetlands in each area, and (4) estimating the
Mexican Interior Highlands should be a priority.
rate of survival for pintails wintering in the Middle Rio Grande
region. In 2002, pintail numbers in North America fell to their
The final fate of most of our marked pintails was unknown after
second lowest levels since U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service began
they migrated North and the batteries on their transmitters exnationwide duck surveys in 1955. The 1.8 million pintail popula- pired. However, I recently heard news of pintail number 165.857.
tion estimate was 58%, or 2.5 million individuals, below their
He was shot by a young hunter near Bannock City, Idaho, during
long-term average. While the pintail is far from being declared an Fall migration back South on Nov. 30, 2003. The hunter called
endangered species, its mysterious decline has led to studies in
the refuge to learn about the pintail with its transmitter and was
various geographic areas by researchers attempting to determine
quite excited to hear about our and other research on pintails in
the most likely causes of its decline, and thus potential recovery.
the West.
Prior to this current study, the wintering ecology and survivorship
of pintails in the New Mexico/Mexican Highland region had not This research was partially funded by a generous grant from the
been investigated.
Friends of the Bosque del Apache and has also served as the basis
of my Master’s thesis research through New Mexico State UniverThe pintail with transmitter frequency 165.857 made only a brief sity. I thank the board of directors and all supporting members of
stop at Elephant Butte Reservoir, located 50 miles south of the
the Friends; Steve Sherman, Liter Spence, and other volunteers
refuge, before heading to Mexico. However, this location appears who provided invaluable help; and Jim Savery, John Taylor, and
to be an important waterfowl habitat area since half of the pintails other staff members at the refuge who lent support for the opporthat come through Bosque del Apache refuge each November tend tunity to conduct this research.
to use the marshes at the northern end of the reservoir at some
time during the winter. About 11% of the marked ducks migrated
to wetlands in Mexico and 15% used state Waterfowl Management -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Areas to the north of the refuge (such as the La Joya and Bernardo * Information about another study on pintails that the refuge was
state refuges).
involved with can be found at http://www.werc.usgs.gov/pinsat/.
This research and website are produced by the U.S.G.S. Western
Interestingly, use of wetlands at Bosque del Apache by pintails was Ecological Research Center in California.
very different than that in Mexico. Concurrent behavior observations on pintail flocks in both areas by Steve, myself, and a Mexican cooperator, Manuel Ochoa, showed that pintails at the refuge
predominantly used wetlands for feeding during the day, while
those in the Mexican Highlands used wetlands for roosting. Those
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2004 Friends Educational Events
Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge
Jan 31 Saturday 6:30AM – 8:30 AM

Visitor Center

7:30 PM

Visitor Center

Beyond the Milky Way
In spring the Milky Way appears along Earth’s horizon. The
Bosque’s dark sky above provides an expansive porthole to
the universe beyond our home galaxy. Visitors of all ages
will learn to use a star chart to find the circumpolar constellations and look through the porthole with binoculars and
telescopes to view other galaxies!
Please call 838-2120 for reservations
Limit 30
May 8

Saturday 8AM – 10 AM

Visitor Center

International Migratory Bird Day: Sounds of the Bosque
Daniel Perry

Crane Behavior with Robert
Spend the morning with Robert Kruidenier observing Crane
May 8 Saturday 1PM – 4PM
Lounge
interaction.
A Naturalist Walk Along the Boardwalk Trail with Nancy
Please call 838-2120 for reservations
Limit 14
Daniel
No mosquitoes.
Please call 838-2120 for reservations
Feb 21 Saturday 9:00 AM – 5PM
Visitor Center
Wildlife Digital Photography Workshop
with Jerry Goffe.
Jun 19 Saturday Time to be announced
Visitor Center
Jerry will give an overview on photographing wildlife folHummingbird Banding Workshop with Joan Day-Martin
lowed by hands-on experience on the Refuge. Techniques
Call 838-2120 for details in February
include use of telephoto, wide-angle and macro lenses.
Bring your tripod, camera and film or a digital camera, water
and lunch.
Jul 31 Saturday 9 AM to Noon with afternoon review
Lounge
Please call 838-2120 for reservations
Limit 15 Wildflowers in Watercolor with Nan and Sid Simpson
Call 838-2120 for reservations
Limit 15
March 27 Saturday

Time to be announced

Visitor Center

Planets on Parade
A special event for children in grades 3 – 8. Come to the
Refuge for an evening of planet watching and hands-on activities designed for children. Make a scale model of the inner solar system and learn why the Moon has phases. View
four planets through sighting tubes, binoculars and telescopes. All children must be accompanied by an adult.
Please call 838-2120 for reservations
Limit 30
April 17 Saturday - Time to be announced

Jul 31 Saturday

7:30 PM

Visitor Center

Hike to Full Moonrise with Amy Estelle
Bring water and insect repellent. Wear sturdy sho es. This
hike is for adults and children ages 12 and over. No pets.
Call 838-2120 for reservations
Limit 30
Sep 25 Saturday

7 AM to 10AM

Visitor Center

A Naturalists Walk Along the Canyon Trail with Nancy
Daniel
Visitor Center Call 838-2120 for reservations

ArboretumFest
Enjoy a Native plant art contest for young people, a talk on
plant propagation by Daniel Perry; and talk on plant groups Oct 16 Saturday
Artist Reception
found in the Arboretum by Percy Deal
Please call 838-2120 for reservations

Time to be announced

Visitor Center

Make your plans to attend as many as you can. Come find how
learning can be fun

Friends of the Bosque
Today’s Date: ________________

Membership Application

Name:______________________
Address:____________________
City:_______________________
State:_____ ZIP Code:_________
Daytime phone: _______________
Email:______________________
.

Membership Categories:
(Please select one)
__

___Senior (62+) or Student

$10

___Individual

$15

___Family

$20

__Best Friend/Business

$100-$499

___ Friend Indeed

$500-$999

the camera shutter jointly control the amount of light that enters
the camera and is recorded on film or digital media. The lens is
not too dissimilar to that of our eyes. The lens has an iris
By Jerry Goffe (sometimes called the aperture) that opens, to allow more light to
enter the camera, and closes down to restrict the light entering the
camera. This opening is calibrated in a numbering system called “f
On Friday, November 21, during the 2003 “Festival of the
stops” or more commonly written “f/stop.” These f/stop numbers
Cranes,” I was privileged to lead a workshop on Digital Nature
range from 1.5 in some cases up to near 32 or 45. Most cameras
Photography. We were so fortunate to have Erv Nichols, Marie
do not have lenses that are large enough to open beyond f/2.5 or
Celino and Jim Barrett with Canon, USA as additional instrucclose down beyond f/22. These numbers would typically by imtors.
printed on the lens or show up in the viewfinder as: 2.5, 3.8, 4.5,
5.6, 8, 11, 16, and 22. Each successive number allows twice as
I’m going to take a small amount of space to give a big THANKS! much light to enter the camera (f/8 from f/11) or conversely, half
Had the three of them not been assisting me, the workshop would as much light to enter the camera (f/8 from f/5.6). See the patnot have been near the success it was. Thanks!
tern?
You may ask: what about exposure? Easy! The proper exposure is
Attendees of this workshop used a wide variety of equipment,
accomplished by the shutter. The shutter can control the amount
from “point & shoot” to digital SLR cameras. I presented a slide
of light needed to provide a perfectly exposed image. If you close
show and provided some materials and pointers prior to lunch.
down the iris two f/stops, then the shutter should open two shutAfterwards, we proceeded outdoor to the duck pond and toward
ter speeds to compensate for the exposure, etc.
the end of the workshop we came back to the classroom and
viewed most everyone’s digital images. This procedure was well
Using this adjustable iris, you can control the “depth of field.” Say
received and I’ll probably repeat it in the future.
you want to isolate the middle bed of flowers and have the front

Photo Notes from Jerry

and rear beds appear to be unsharp. You can accomplish this by
One thing was very apparent at the time was that only a few people adjusting the “f/stop” (aperture or iris) to a larger opening, which
could grasp the notion of “depth of field.” And so another topic
will give you a shallow “depth of field.” Remember, the smaller the
for this newsletter pops up to be addressed.
“f/number, the larger the iris (opening) and therefore” the less
“depth of field.”
It is necessary to understand this concept of “depth of field” prior
to knowing how to set a camera and apply the priorities you have The reverse of shallow depth is greater “depth of field.” If you
determined for you photography. First I’ll define “depth of field” want as much of the foreground, as well as the background, to apand then give examples. Imagine three flowerbeds directly in front pear sharp, you must use smaller aperture or iris opening. Rememof you and your camera. You want to produce a magnificent image ber, the larger the f/stop number, the smaller the iris (opening)
showing these flowers but have no idea what to focus on. If you
and therefore the greater the “depth of field.”
focus on the front bed of flowers, chances are the rear bed will be
out of focus. If you focus on the rear bed, the front flowers will be Let the camera give you the properly exposed images, but you deall blurry. If you focus on the center bed then you stand a chance termine how you want the camera to get there.
of achieving your goal but with no guarantee.
Let’s see what happens at the camera level. The camera lens and

Happy photoing, Jerry Goffe
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From the President
Dear Friends,
What a Festival! Thanks to the Friends and Refuge staff we had another outstanding Festival. It got a little windy Saturday afternoon, (a slight understatement) with winds to around 40 mph, but we persevered. The Bald and Golden
Eagles that were released didn’t seem to mind it one bit. Plans have already started for next year’s Festival and Tom
Harper, our outstanding Festival Coordinator, has asked for suggestions to make it even better. You can e-mail your
thoughts, comments and suggestions to him at crane@sdc.org.
Jon Morrison and I had the good fortune to visit Ding Darling NWR in early December to meet with Molly Krival and
board members of Friends of Ding Darling NWR to discuss how to raise funds to make our Education wing addition a
reality. I would like to personally thank them for the time they spent with us helping us better focus our efforts.
Hoping that you and yours had a wonderful Holiday Season.
In Friendship and Love,
Betty Davis
President

