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Beyond the interstate, the middle and
upper portions of the trail came alive with blossoms: one hillside which appeared at first glance to
Betting on wildflowers is as risky as trying
have been littered with facial tissues proved upon
to pick the finalists in the first round of college
closer inspection dotted with white evening primbasketball’s “Sweet Sixteen” (remember Syracuse’s
roses, whose delicate petals glistened in the early
first round wipe-out by un-heralded Vermont?)
morning sunlight. Yellow evening primroses and
But based on form, you can bet that Bosque’s
western wallflowers were ubiquitous. By midChupadera Wilderness Trail will offer some enjoyApril, bright purples, pinks, and the orange of
able wildflower viewing this month (May).
Globe-mallow had joined the previous yellow host.
Following bountiful spring rains, 2005 is Several clumps of brilliant claret cup cactus blossoms had opened in the sheltered ‘Narrows’, with
being hailed as wildflowering’s “Hundred Year
Event” across the Southwest by aficionados scram- many poised to burst into a blaze of color later on.
Fueled by the early spring rains and cooler
bling to take in normally sere hillsides converted
weather, perhaps many of the blossoms will linger
by Nature’s alchemy to the shimmering gold of
on into May. Listed on page 3 are wildflowers
poppies fluttering in the breeze.
commonly found along the middle and upper
There are no hillsides covered with popChupadera Wilderness Trail.
pies at Bosque; typically, Bosque’s desert wildflowIf a rigorous hike up the Chupadera is not
ers are spotted among the shrubs and grasses to
create a mosaic in the drier uplands along the Chu- your style, check out the Laura Jean Deal Desert
Arboretum. With more than 70 varieties of cactus,
padera Wilderness and Canyon trails. Early exagaves, yucca and wildflowers in an easily accessipectations of a bumper wildflower ‘crop’ at
ble setting next to the visitor center, there are sure
Bosque were fully borne out on several walks of
to be plenty of blossoms.
the Chupadera this April, I observed a moderate
showing, but nothing exceptional. Surprisingly, the
By June, as summer’s heat sets in, most of
sandy arroyo-bottom just a short walk from the
Chupadera’s wildflowers will have receded, awaittrailhead, and the north-facing slope at the observaing the next favorable season to germinate…
tion bench, were brightened with clumps of bladperhaps ready for fall viewing.
derpod, goldsmoke, spectaclepod, and occasional
yellow and white evening primroses. Beyond the
observation bench, flowers were nearly absent until
the trail passes under the interstate (I-25), begin(Continued on page 8)
ning 2-plus miles from the trailhead.

By John Bertrand

From the Editor
Bosque Educational Series

14

Festival Update

16

Thank you for letting me serve as editor of the Friends of the Bosque Newsletter these past five years. It’s been
fun and I’ve learned a lot. The new editor, Don Begley is going to that the newsletter to the next level. You all will
be surprised. Don wants to build on what I have started and wants those who have given articles in the past to
continue. I will continue to work with Don as his ears at the Refuge to pass along article ideas for the newsletter.
Keep up the good work.
Jon Morrison
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uges and Fish Hatcheries in New Mexico.
Chris will report for duty on May 15,
2005. The second item is that Patti
Briggs, Law Enforcement Officer at Santa
Monica Mountains National Recreation
Area (National Park Service) in California has been selected for our full-time
Law Enforcement position. We have
been without law enforcement for over 3
years, so this will greatly help us out. Her
reporting date is May 1, 2005. The third
item that is not so positive is our situation
with the budget. Our 2005 budget did
not arrive until the middle of March and
From the Manager Desk we were only funded at the 75% level.
Additional money may be allocated at a
later date, but we can not manage with
that in mind. We have reduced spending
in all areas, such as; suspension of travel,
At this point in our fiscal year I have 2
positive items to report and 1 item that is leaving equipment un-repaired and eliminot on the positive side of management. nating most seasonal maintenance workThe positives will go first. Chris Wilcox, ers. The seasonal workers usually work
on all of our ditch mowing and disking in
Assistant Fire Management Officer
(FMO) at Buenos Aires NWR, Arizona the saltcedar restoration areas. This work
has been selected as our new FMO here will be difficult to accomplish this year.
at Bosque. He has extensive experience This appears to be the worst budget in 10
years.
in Arizona as a leader in wildland fire
management and has worked on a system similar to our organizational structure. Remember that the FMO here at
Jim Savery
Bosque manages fire activities at all refJon Morrison
Friends of the Bosque
The Bosque Nature Store, the Friends PO Box 340
and the Bosque del Apache NWR are in San Antonio, NM 87832
the process of writing a new Bosque del The goal is to have the final text and
Apache book to replace the one written pictures selected and ready to go to the
by SNCHA . This book is out of date
publisher by the first of November,2005
and no longer available. The book will
be approximately 30 to 40 pages, very
visual with lots of pictures and maps. It
will be based on the theme started by the
PR committee ”A Refuge for All Seasons”, which will show the Refuge as a
place to visit year round.

New Bosque Book

Writing assignments will be made by
May 1. With first draft due to the book
committee by July 1.

Friends of the Bosque del Apache
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National Wildlife Refuge,Inc.
P.O. Box 340,
San Antonio, New Mexico 87832
Volume 12, Number 3
Jon Morrison—Editor
jonmorr@sdc.org
Visitor Center
Open: 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays
8:00 am to 4:30 pm weekends
(505) 835-1828
Web Page
http://southwest.fws.gov/refuge/newmex/bosque.html
http://www.friendsofthebosque.org
Email: friends@sdc.org
Web Master—Wallace Newman
wallynewman@mindspring.com
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We will be looking for people to donate
photos for inclusion in the publication.
The photos must be either slides or digital in nature. If digital, they need to be
in TIF or Raw format, with a minimum
‘dpi’ of 1200.

Operations Manager
Rita Gorzalka
(505) 838-2120
friends@sdc.org

Images must be submitted for use in the
publication by October 1,2005 to:

Festival of the Cranes Coordinator—Tom Harper
crane@sdc.org

Who will fly and who will go splat?
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Notes from
the Bosque Nature Store
by Cynthia Pearse
Hello to all of you. My first day as Store
manager was March 16th and I have been on a
rollercoaster of learning ever since. This
experience has been made as easy as possible
thanks to Rita, all the wonderful volunteers and
Refuge Staff.
A bit about myself: My family is from this area.
I was fortunate to work for a large chain store
which allowed me to move back home and have a
job. I am extremely happily married to Spencer,
who is a retired economist. We met at UNM
while he was finishing up his PhD. I have a stepdaughter and 3 very bright step-grandsons. We
also have a cat and 2 puppies that have added
such a sparkle to our lives and anticipate many
more additions in the near future. In past years,
my husband and I owned a map and book store.
It is nice to see the book business hasn't changed
and I am reconnecting with some great sales
reps.
Again, I would like to thank all the volunteers for
their hard work and patience as I get settled in. I
look forward to meeting all of the Friends.

WNV is transmitted when a mosquito
bites a bird that is infected with the virus
and then bites a human. WNV is not
considered infectious between humans,
By Maggie O’Connell except for rare cases where it has been
transmitted by organ and/or blood doWinter and fall rains have brought
nation. Donors are now screened and
spring wildflowers, swallows, and shore- tested for the virus and, while the testing
birds to the refuge. The abundant rain- is not perfect, disease transmission is
fall during the past few months may
extremely rare.
bring out increased populations of anAccording to the CDC, New Mexico
other refuge denizen: mosquitoes. In
reported 88 human cases of WNV in
recent years, attention has focused on
mosquito populations and their relation- 2004, resulting in four deaths. Of the
88 cases, 34 were reported in San Juan
ship to West Nile Virus (WNV). Before the warm weather begins (and the County; 17 were reported in Bernalillo
wind stops blowing!) it’s a good time to County. There were no human cases
reported in Socorro County. While the
review the relative risks and how you
deaths are tragic for the individuals,
can protect yourself and family during
the warm summer months, at home and families, and friends affected, the risk
should be evaluated in proportion to
while traveling.
other factors. Drinking and driving,
According to the Centers for Disease
smoking, and other poor lifestyle
Control (CDC), WNV is not new. The choices result in far more deaths each
virus was first isolated in Uganda in
year than the effects of WNV
1937 and outbreaks have occurred in
Eighty percent of the people bitten by
Israel (1951-54), France (1962, 2000)
infected mosquitoes will never experiand South Africa (1974). It was first
observed in the United States in 1999 in ence any symptoms. Roughly 20% will
New York State. Since then it has trav- experience West Nile Fever, which can
eled steadily westward; only Alaska and cause fever, body aches, headache, and
sometimes swollen lymph glands and
Hawaii have not reported cases.
(Washington State has reported no hu- rash. While West Nile Fever may last
up to several weeks, there don’t appear
man cases.)
to be any long-term health affects. The

Common Sense and
West Nile Virus

(Continued on page 13)
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Bird Observation Journal
Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge

There are thousands of different species of birds in the world, and hundreds here in New Mexico. It may seem
quite a challenge to tell them apart, but you can do it. Keep a journal to develop your powers of observation
and make careful notes, you will find it easy to identify the birds you see. There’s a bonus: you’ll also notice
more of everything in the world around you.

We are all attracted to the colors of birds and their field marks, those things which distinguish its color and
pattern from other birds. But actually, the most important thing to start with is the shape of the bird, especially
its beak. In acquiring wings and feathers, birds have given up what for us are arms and hands. To compensate, they use their beaks and feet, and no two species have exactly the same beak shape and color. You can
tell a lot about a bird from its beak.
•

A stout, short, cone-shaped beak is ideal for cracking seeds, and the stouter the beak the bigger the
seeds it can crack.

•

A hooked beak is useful for tearing flesh and is a characteristic of birds of prey.

•

A long straight beak can be used for stabbing and grabbing fish or small animals, as herons and
egrets do.

•

A small beak and wide mouth is good for capturing insects in the air, as swallows and nighthawks do.

•

Ducks’ flat, wide beaks are sensitive and can feel plants and invertebrates underwater.

Making a drawing of the bird is an excellent way to record your observations. Use colored pencils or crayons if
you have them, or write down the colors if you don’t. If you make a drawing, you may realize there is something you missed seeing before the bird flew away. Don’t let this discourage you, but use it as a clue to what
to look for next time. In this way you will develop your powers of observation. Even the best and most experienced birders are not able to identify every single bird they see. The great thing with birding is that there is
always another bird.

What is the best bird?
It’s the one you’re looking at, of course!
(Continued on page 5)
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Things to look at to help you to identify a bird.
LOCATION: ground, tree, rock, water, high, low. This will tell you something about the
bird’s habitat.
SIZE: larger or smaller than a Sparrow, Robin, Pigeon
SHAPE: plump or slender, long or short
WING SHAPE : If flying: rounded or pointed? If perched, are the wings longer or shorter than the tail?
BEAK: small and fine like a warbler? Short and stout like a seed-cracking sparrow? Dagger-shaped like a tern or heron?
Hooked like a bird of prey?
BEAK SIZE: how long in relation to the bird’s head?

WHAT ARE ITS FIELD MARKS?
HEAD: Does it have a stripe above, through, or below the eye? Does it have a striped crown like a White-crowned Sparrow? An eye ring like a Robin? A topknot like a quail?
BREAST spotted, streaked, or plain? Light or dark or colored?
WING BARS: Do the wings have light bars or not?
WING PATTERNS: Many ducks and shorebirds have distinctive wing patterns. Notice whether they have patches, or
stripes, or are solidly colored, or have black tips like a Snow Goose.
TAIL PATTERN: Does it have a white or colored tip? White sides like a Junco? White corner patches like a Towhee? Stripes
like a Coopers or Sharp-shinned Hawk? Is it a color, like a Redtail Hawk?
RUMP PATCHES: Does it have a light-colored or white rump like a Northern Harrier, Flicker, or Yellow-rump Warbler?
TAIL SHAPE AND LENGTH: forked like a swallow/ square-tipped? Notched? Rounded like a Jay? Pointed like a Mourning
Dove? Short, long or medium?

HOW DOES IT BEHAVE?
What are its habits? Does your bird cock its tail like a wren, or hold it down like a flycatcher? Does it wag or flick or dip its
tail? Does it sit erect and upright, or horizontal? Does it stay on its perch or dart away after an insect and return, like a flycatcher “hawking”?
Does it climb trees? If yes, does it spiral like a Creeper, in jerks like a woodpecker, using its tail as a brace, or does it go
down headfirst like a Nuthatch?
How does it fly? Does it dip up and down like a Flicker? Does it fly straight and fast like a Mourning Dove? Does it soar
and glide like a bird of prey?
Does it swim? Does it sit low in the water like a Cormorant? Does it sit high in the water like a Coot? Does it dive like a
Grebe? Does it dabble with its tail up like a Mallard?

Does it wade? Are its legs long like an egret or short like a sandpiper? Does it stalk for fish like a Great Blue
Heron or probe in the mud like a Dowitcher?
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A Planetary Dance for the Unaided Eye
By Amy Estelle
May and June bring several planets into naked-eye view. Jupiter dazzles in the night sky from early evening in May, as it appears high in
the southeastern sky near third magnitude star Porrima, a bright sun-like double star in the constellation Virgo. At magnitude -2, Jupiter outshines all the stars. The Earth has lapped Jupiter in its orbit around the Sun and is pulling away from the largest planet. The distance separating us grows from 428 to 493 million miles from early May to the end of June. The planet’s brightness wanes somewhat in
this period. In a spotting scope, the four largest Moons of Jupiter appear as tiny diamonds beside the gigantic planet.

After a spectacular display all winter, Saturn (magnitude 1) is retiring in the western sky as summer begins. But Saturn participates in a
lovely planetary dance with Venus and Mercury before it fades into the Sun’s glow. Watch in June as faster moving Venus (magnitude
–3.8) and Mercury (magnitude 1) rendezvous with Saturn in the early evening in the west northwest approximately one hand-with
above the horizon. Pollux and Castor, the two brightest stars in Gemini, serve as the backdrop.

The conjunction of Saturn, Venus, and Mercury is a stunning event. While the planets appear within a circle of 3 degrees, Saturn is
almost a billion miles, or 10 times farther away than Venus and Mercury.
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Moist Soil Management – Spring is in the air
By Colin Lee

(Part I of a four-part series on management of moist soil units at Bosque del Apache, culminating in winter
flood-ups and the return of our winter residents.)

Last September, John Taylor completed a series of articles describing the Refuges’ role in habitat management
for migratory birds at a landscape scale. In this issue and the following three issues, I’ll be describing some of
the basic wetland management techniques that we use to fulfill that role, and thus carry out our mission to provide habitat for migratory birds, other wildlife, and for our viewing pleasure.

Spring has arrived to the Middle Rio Grande Valley. Cottonwoods and willows are leafing out, the cranes and
snow geese have left, and songbirds are moving in. It’s also time to draw-down our seasonal wetlands to begin
the cycle of annual wetland plant production again.

Approximately 1,700 ac of the Refuge wetlands are managed using a technique called Moist Soil Management. This is best described as the careful management of water and soil moisture levels to produce specific
vegetation that is adapted to the Rio Grande floodplain area and, in turn, that wintering populations of waterfowl have come to depend on. The Rio Grande historically flooded and withdrew from the floodplain based
on seasonal snowmelt cycles, with peak flows followed by gradual abatement occurring in late-April or earlyMay (see figure). In addition, the timing, rate, and severity of natural flooding varied among years and locations along the river.

To simulate this scenario, wetland drawdowns on the Refuge begin in April and continue through June. We
are able to control drawdown timing, rate, and level of disturbance within the wetland to mimic the variation
of the natural flood regime. This range of drawdown options helps us create a more diverse wetland flora and
attain multiple management objectives. For instance, early season drawdowns, those occurring during April
and May, favor the germination of many forbs, or broad-leaf, species such as smartweeds (Polygonum species)
and pigweeds (Amaranthus species), while later drawdowns promote the growth of warm-season grass species,
such as barnyard grass (millet, Echinochloa species), sprangletop (Leptochloa fascicularis), cupgrasses
(Eriochloa species), and others. Each of these wetland plants produce seeds and other vegetative materials
that sustain our wintering populations of waterfowl with a natural, nutritionally diverse diet. In addition, we
stagger drawdowns throughout the spring to make sure important mudflat habitat is available for the entire
shorebird migration period. Finally, late season drawdowns ensure that some aquatic habitat is available for
nesting and brood-rearing waterfowl species on the refuge.

Spring gives us the opportunity to do what the floodplain once did best: flood. On a separate note, thanks to
Jon Morrison for his dedication to the Newsletter!
(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 1)

If the pattern of 2004 holds and the July-August monsoons deliver, the Canyon Trail will be chock-a-block with posies
by mid-August

Common Chupadera Trail Wildflowers
Blackfoot Daisy*
Chihuahua Barrel

Apache Plume
Goldsmoke

Claret Cup Cactus*

Dagger Cup Cholla*
Mormon Tea

Western Wallflower*
Evening Primrose*

Banana Yucca

Desert Aster*

Desert Marigold

Desert Chicory*

Fleabane Daisy *

Scorpion Weed*

(Continued on page 9)
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(April Showers—May Flowers? from page 8)

Bladderpod*

Indian Paintbrush

Desert Globe-mallow

Feather Dalea*
Wrinkled
Globe-mallow*

Spectaclepod
Threadleaf Groundsel*

Desert Verbena*

Yellow Twistflower

* from Editor’s collection
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(Continued from page 7)

Figure. Mean monthly discharge in cubic feet per second of the Rio Grande at the Otowi gage above Cochiti Lake (U.S. Geological
Survey data, 1895-1991, figure taken from the Bosque Biological Management Plan, Cliff Crawford et. al. 1993).
Next issue: Weed management and the use of disturbance in wetlands.

Long Range Planning Retreat
The Friends of the Bosque del Apache will be holding a long
range planning retreat at Sevilleta NWR on May 7th from 9:00
a.m. to 5 p.m. The meeting will be coordinated by Victoria Garcia. We will be working on our vision for the future. Then we will
set our goals for the coming year along with setting our course for
the next five years. Come an join us. Bring a sack lunch.

This meeting is open to all members and Refuge Staff.

(Continued from page 16)

Wayne Sentman is a seasoned naturalist and field biologist. who
works with the Oceanic Society on a year-round basis. He received
his B.S. from the University of Delaware and has completed
graduate courses in Wildlife Management. Through his former
work with the National Marine Fisheries Service, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the University of California at Santa Barbara,
he brings a broad range of experience and knowledge to his presentations. His interests range from marine ecology to large Marine
predators. He has worked with the Oceanic Society since 1998
leading trips and conducting field programs worldwide.

Tom Harper
Jon Morrison Festival Coordinator
Crane@sdc.org

Friends Board Meeting Schedule
2005 Board Meeting Schedule
Friends of the Bosque del Apache NWR
Saturday, May 7

Long Range Planning Retreat

9:00 a.m.– 5 p.m.

Sevilleta NWR

Saturday, May 21

Board Meeting at Refuge

10:00 a.m.

Lounge

Friday, July 15

Board Meeting in Albuquerque

6:30 p.m.

Location TBA

Saturday, September 17

Board Meeting at Refuge

10:00 a.m.

Lounge

Saturday, November 12

Board Meeting at Refuge

10:00 a.m.

Lounge
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PRODIGAL
SUMMER
By Barbara Kingsolver
A Book review by
Barbara Dubois

In Prodigal Summer, novelist Barbara Kingsolver has
departed from her usual subjects to explore the theme of environmentalism. She combines stories to study several characters in
their relationships with each other and with nature in rural Kentucky. Nature may even prove to be a more important character
than the human characters.

author supports Nannie, who works wonders with her trees while
rejecting poisons. While I was reading this, I was also reading
magazine articles about the restoration of the American chestnut
tree, which had been almost lost. Obviously, Kingsolver knew all
this.
It may seem an amazing coincidence, but all these characters come together at the end, and the reader realizes the meaning
of the title. This particular summer is prodigal in that it is lavish,
lush, luxuriant, yielding abundantly, extravagant. The coyotes in
the woods have babies, the plants in the woods are lush, the trees
bear fruit extravagantly, the crops give an abundant harvest, even
the bees are busy. Wonderful touch: Kingsolver includes goats, a
symbol of exuberance since time began.
The author uses vivid images from nature: the triangle on
the snake looks like a yield sign; patches of pale, dry leaves lie like
Christmas tree skirts beneath the huge conifers; a woman is stubborn as cockleburs and a rash of poison ivy; the coyotes flow like
dolphins; a bird never doubts his place at the center of the universe; the nylon of his sleeve is touching hers, whispering secrets;
blackberry arches go down the road, like a giant quilter’s needle
sewing its way across the county.

At the end, the reader is surely convinced of the importance of the natural world in everyone’s life. Kingsolver has creThe author uses three stories: “Predators,” “Moth Love,” ated a delightful proof of her thesis.
and “Old Chestnuts.” “Predators” tells the story of Deanna, a Forest Service employee who lives in the woods all alone and loves it.
Fascinated by the creatures in her domain, she has just discovered
a coyote family, unusual in the region. She is determined to protect them and carefully enforces the laws against poaching. Hunting is strictly illegal in her territory.
However, she faces a difficult challenge when Eddie appears in her woods. They immediately argue but are immediately
physically attracted to each other. She is pretty sure that he is a
bounty hunter and would profit by killing her beloved coyotes.
The author has set up an unbearable conflict.
The second story, “Moth Love,” tells about Lusa, a
graduate biologist, who has given up her career to marry Cole, a
tobacco farmer. Since she doesn’t fit in with his lifestyle, they
bicker much of the time. His large family is sure that she looks
down on them, and when he dies, they assume she will leave. But
she decides to stay. She learns all sorts of new skills in her new
life, including how to get along with people who live differently
from her family and friends.
The third story, “Old Chestnuts,” deals with Garnett and
Nannie, elderly neighbors who don’t get along. Although Nannie
would be friends, Garnett can’t stand her because she’s an environmentalist. She refuses to kill every bug because she follows environmental advice that teaches her about the good that comes from
what Garnett sees as dangerous. They spend most of their time
trying to outwit each other’s spraying plans.
Throughout the book, Kingsolver’s knowledge of the
natural world astonishes the reader of her stories that have dealt
mostly with people. In the “Predators” chapters, she details
knowledge of plants and animals in the forest. In the “Moth
Love” chapters, the biologist learns about agriculture while teaching the family about bugs. In the “Old Chestnuts” chapters the

BEAUTY
My mountains have left;
instead I have clouds,
a different beauty—
black, white, sepia, bluegray,
all grays: fawn, dove, pearl,
gunmetal, smoky, glaucous,
clouds lowering, rising,
darkening, lightening,
shrinking, growing.
No squares or rectangles
but round, puffy, lenticular,
ragged, jagged, anvil, oval, mushroom.
When the mountains start to return
before the clouds have left,
another new beauty:
cloud shadows. The scattered light
reveals new knobs and ridges and valleys.
I can’t lose:
as the Navajo sings,
beauty all around me.
Barbara DuBois
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are basically the same except for
their output image quality.
Other camera manufacturers
give you more bells and whistles
It was not long ago that I was on the path of explaining the impor- to confuse you as the price goes
tance of obtaining the best optics you could. I was professing the
up. This camera has all the right
value of spending your hard earned money on better lenses, not
stuff to begin with. To start out
better camera bodies. Well, folks, I got a bit off track by talking
with, a 12X OPTICAL zoom
about etiquette and I must tell you that I received numerous elens. This extends to the equivamails thanking me for bringing up the subject. I received no nega- lent of 420mm on a 35mm film
tive comment about what I had to say, so it indicates to me that
camera. Best in the industry. Optics by Leica! Can't get much betyou understand the difference between courtesy and the way some ter than that. Add to that Image stabilization. Impressed yet? Easy
photographers act while at the Bosque. Let us hope that this seato use: Yes! It has the ability for manual focus/auto focus, aperture
son, we will have fewer mishaps.
priority, shutter speed priority, manual exposure or program exposure. Cost is below $600 street price for the 5 megapixel model!
Now back to the lenses vs. camera bodies. To start out with, we
Now to back up my words, view the accompanying image of a
must realize that all camera bodies have the same function. They
Coopers Hawk!
keep out the light between the lens and film or memory media.
The camera body also controls the exposure and in most cases,
The only draw back is the camera uses a secure digital memory
the focusing. So why do camera bodies vary in cost to the degree
card and I prefer compact flash. The only debatable issue is its
that they do? The difference in dollars can be $800 to $8,000.
size: About the same as a conventional 35mm camera, however
Again, Why? Camera bodies made for photojournalists
1/3 the weight. I find that the compact, small cameras that fit in
(professionals) are built like a tank. They are all metal (machined, your shirt pocket are too difficult to hold steady. The tradeoff for
not cast) bigger with longer lasting and heavier batteries. They have convenience of use and stability verses convenience in carrying the
more electronics (controls) to make the camera operate as the pro camera.
wants it to. The main reason why photographers buy more expensive camera bodies is because of the image quality. If your thinking Well, folks, That is all for now. Join me next time when I talk
about basic do's and don'ts with you cameras.
of 30" X 40" enlargements, a 12 to 16 megapixel camera will give
better results (given all other factor equal) than a 6 megapixel camAgain, I'm Jerry Goffe and can I be contacted through
era will.
www.naturephotoworks.com and I'm always open for any suggested topics about photography.
So why would you want a less expensive camera body? Much,
much lighter for a start! It most likely has all the electronic controls
you'll need! The batteries will be sufficient for you needs! And
Jerry Goffe, CPS, BCEP, CLVI
most importantly, 6 or 8 megapixels will probably handle the im-----age quality needs for most of us. This is cool. I just saved you
Goffe Visual Services
$7,200! The camera body must be sufficient for your needs. Isn't
that a great word -- sufficient? Reminds me of one of my old cars. I 3108 Monte Vista Blvd. NE
wrote to the manufacturer in jolly 'ol England with many questions Albuquerque, NM 87106
prior to beginning the restoration of the vehicle. Among the ques- (505) 346-4220 Cell: (505) 385-3333
tions was "I have not been able to find the horsepower rating of
this vehicle in any of the books. Can you please advise me of the
horse power?" In their reply letter, they answered all my questions
so eloquently. The answer to this question was: "We will advise
you that the horse power is sufficient." Now you know why that's
my favorite word.

Lenses vs. Camera Bodies

Well, getting back to the subject of cameras and lenses, Let me
illustrate the point this way: you can have the best camera body
with a mediocre lens and the BEST you'll ever be able to do is a
mediocre images. Conversely, An excellent lens or a minimally
priced camera body has the ability to produce excellent images.
Got it?
Now I'm going to take this one more step and feature a "point &
shoot" camera that was designed and built with the "great lens, simple camera" philosophy.
Panasonic manufactures a camera called the Lumix. Great camera
that comes in 3, 4, or 5 megapixel quality. Unlike other cameras
on the market, no matter which megapixel camera you pick, they

Cooper’s Hawk
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(Continued from page 3)

*estimates or average annual rates

2004
WNV Cases
US
Colorado
New Mexico

2004
WNV Deaths

2004
Motor Vehicle
Deaths

2004 Smoking
Deaths

2470

88

44,600

440,000*

276

3

713

5090*

88

4

457

2109*

most serious illness occurs in less than 1% of the people bitten and can result in West Nile encephalitis, meningitis or meningoencephalitis. The most at risk people are over 50 years of age and the immuno-compromised. According to several different websites, children
are not particularly vulnerable.
Preventing WNV is relatively easy. It does not require a lifestyle change, like quitting smoking or wearing your seatbelt. You don’t have
to change your diet – counting fats or carbs or calories. There is no shot or vaccine available for humans at this point.
The best prevention is: avoid getting bitten by mosquitoes. For most people, that’s not a major chore. Wear insect repellent, long
sleeves, and long pants. Many sources recommend repellents that include the ingredient DEET. (Be sure to read the precautions on
the container, especially before using DEET on children.) Avoid being outside during the hours that mosquitoes are active – mainly
dusk and dawn. Fix any broken screens to prevent mosquitoes from entering your home. Prevent mosquitoes from breeding near your
home by emptying water from standing containers. (Clean out rain gutters, aerate swimming pools and ponds, clean bird baths and
animal water bowls once a week.). Many of the mosquito species most likely to carry WNV prefer to breed in standing and stagnant
water.
We know that WNV is present in New Mexico and the Middle Rio Grande Valley. Considering the amount of standing water in the
valley, it would be nearly impossible to eliminate the threat. It makes sense to be well informed about the risks and to take commonsense precautions to prevent mosquito bites. Several websites are great sources of more information on WNV.
www.entomology.cornell.edu/MedEnt/WestNileFS/WestNileFS.html
www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/westnile/index.htm
www.mayoclinic.com
www.epa.gov/pesticides/factsheets/chemicals/deet.htm
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U.S. Senate
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Washington DC 20515

Washington DC 20510
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(202) 225-2365

(202) 224-6621

E-mail: President@WhiteHouse.gov

(505) 766-3481

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

senator_domenici@domenici.senate.gov

500 Gold Avenue SW

Hon. Jeff Bingaman

Albuquerque NM 87102
Regional Director

U.S. Senate

(505-346-2545)
Hon. Gale Norton
Secretary of the Interior
18th & C Streets NW Rm. 6151

Washington DC 20510
(202) 224-5521
(505) 766-3636
sentor_bingaman@bingaman. senate.gov

Hon. Steve Pearce

http://www.house.gov/
pearce/contact.shtml
Hon. Tom Udall
House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515
(202) 225-6190
http://www.tomudall.house.gov/
Hon. Heather Wilson
House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515

Washington DC 20240

(202) 225-6316

(202) 208-7351

http://wilson.house.gov/Contact.asp
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2005 Educational Events
Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge
April23

Saturday

8am-2pm

Visitor Center

Bosque Springtime
On this day we will celebrate Bosque Springtime. This is your opportunity to observe cacti and other native plants in bloom both in the arboretum
and in the field. There will be an opportunity for children to express their artistic talent, in addition to other activities. Come join us.

May 14

Saturday

8am-2pm

Visitor Center

Migratory Bird Day
May is the height of the spring migration for neotropical migrants. Learn about the song and flight of these spring visitors through workshops and
tours with refuge naturalists and staff. Bring binoculars, water and a snack. Older children accompanied by adults are welcome.

May 14

Saturday

7:30pm

Visitor Center

Beginning Stargazing for Children
Learn to use a Star Chart, find the North Star, and more! Hands-on activities for ages 8-13.

June 4

Saturday

9am-12pm

Canyon Trailhead

Tracking the Canyon Trail
This plant walk, lead by native plant expert Nancy Daniel, will include natural and cultural history thrown in for good measure. The trail is a
moderate 2 ¼ miles with some sandy areas and changes in elevation which provides for an interesting and wide variety of vegetation.

July 23-24

Saturday 12-5pm &

Sunday 6am-12pm

Lounge

Nature Digital Photography Workshop for Beginning and Intermediate Photographers (limit 15 participants, reservations required)
Jerry Goffe presents how to photograph nature followed by hands-on experience on the refuge. Learn techniques of photographing nature at sunset and sunrise, including use of telephoto, wide-angle and macro lenses. Bring a tripod, digital camera media, water and mosquito repellant.

Aug 20

Saturday

7:30-9:30am

Visitor Center

Damsels and Dragons at Bosque del Apache
Damselflies and dragonflies are familiar to everyone. Learn more about the fascinating lives of these engaging and important creatures: when,
where, and how to look for them, and how to identify various species. Bring insect repellant and close-focusing binoculars if you have them.

Sept 17

Saturday

7pm

Visitor Center

Harvest Moon Over Bosque
Experience what changes autumn brings to earth and sky on a casual stroll across the Boardwalk. Amateur astronomers and naturalists will be on
hand to share folklore of the Full Moon. All ages welcome. Bring water and insect repellent.

Oct 15

Saturday

1-4am

Visitor Center

Artists’ Reception
Meet those who record the Bosque’s beauty. There will be an exhibit of their work, live music and hors d’ouvres.

Oct 22

Saturday

7pm

Visitor Center

A Close Encounter with Mars
What every traveler should know. (Fun Hands-on Activities for ages 8-13.) Bring water and insect repellent.

Nov 15-20

Tues. – Sun.

The Refuge and other Venues

The 18th Annual Festival of the Cranes

All events are free and open to the public. We recommend that you confirm the time and date in advance.
For reservations, information, confirmation or updates please call: 505-835-1828
Bosque del Apache NWR Visitor Center
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Circle Type of Membership

Membership Application
Today’s Date: _________________________________
Last Name:____________________________________
First Name:____________________________________
If family membership:

Senior (62 +) or Student ————–—————–———– $15
Individual————————–——————–——–—–— $20
Family ———————–——————–———————$25
Individual or Immediate Family—Covey of Quail———$60

Second Name:__________________________________
Corporate Name:_______________________________
Mailing Address:________________________________

Best Friends—Snow Goose—————————- $100—$499
Friends Indeed—Red-Tail Hawk or Corporate$500—$999
Lifetime Member—Sandhill Crane $1000 or honorarium

City:_________________________________________

Check all that apply

State or Province:_______________________________
Postal Code:___________________________________

Special Interest:
Education ____

Country:______________________________________
Work or cell phone: _____________________________

Birding ____
Photography ____

Home Telephone :_______________________________

Public Relations ___

Email:________________________________________

Publications ____

Circle all that apply:
Skills:
Would you like to have the newsletter e-mailed:
Yes

Photography ————————

No

Art ——————————————

E-Mailed edition is a PDF file in full color.

Writing ———————————-

Would you be willing to volunteer for any of the following:

Computer Networks ———

Festival: At the Bosque

Software ——————————

In Socorro

Web Design ————————

Special Events:

Publication ———————--—
Could you work on any of the following committees:
Fund Raising ———–———Education

Special Events

Finance

Merchandising

Fund Raising

Public Relations

Environmental Education —————-————

Yes

Grant Writing ———————

Would you like to serve on the board?

Public Speaking ——–———

No

Mail to:
Friends of the Bosque del Apache NWR
PO Box 340
San Antonio, NM 87832

Non - Profit Organization
US Postage
Paid
Socorro, NM
Permit NO. 010

PO Box 340
San Antonio, NM 87832

Mailing
Address
Goes

Update on
Festival of the Cranes
2005
I am pleased to introduce our keynote
speakers for this years Festival of the
Cranes:

River in Nebraska, Michael has traveled to
13 locations and four countries on the
North American continent to photograph
cranes and their habitats, from the Alaskan
tundra to the arid High Plains, and from
Cuban nature preserves to suburban backyards.

The Wildlife Society awarded Michael their
Conservation Education Award in 2004 for
outstanding accomplishments in the disOn Thursday evening, Michael Forsberg:
semination of conservation knowledge to
the public. The BBC's International WildMichael Forsberg grew up in Nebraska and
life Photographer of the Year competition
is dedicated to working extensively in the
for 2003 recognized Mike as a Highly Comprairies of the Great Plains. Ultimately, he
mended winner for his image of a sandhill
hopes his photographs capture the true
crane and chick. In 2001, Mike won an
spirit of the wide-open spaces of the Great
Award of Excellence in the Science/Natural
Plains, build appreciation for its often misHistory category of the 58th Annual Picunderstood wildlife and landscapes, and
tures of the Year (POY) competition for his
inspire conservation efforts far into the fuimage of a burrowing owl, titled Balancing
ture.
Act. His image of Nine-Mile Prairie titled
October in the Tallgrass was selected by the
Michael is also widely recognized for his
USPS for an international postage stamp,
extraordinary photographic work on sanreleased spring 2001. Mike's work has apdhill cranes; indeed, many revere his crane
peared in publications including National
images as among the best in the world. On
Geographic, Audubon, Natural History, &
Ancient Wings is Michael's first book and
National Wildlife and in books published
the result of a five year personal project on
by National Geographic and Smithsonian,
sandhill cranes. In addition to the Platte

among others. His fine art photographic
prints can be found at the Michael Forsberg
Gallery in Lincoln, Nebraska and in private
and public collections around the world.
On Saturday Evening, Wayne Sentman:
Wayne just got back from swimming with
Humpback whales off the Dominican Republic. Before he speaks to us Wayne will
be in the south pacific and Kenya. He was
recommended by Jaenette and Peter Lysne,
two of last years festival attendees.
His presentation is not yet firm but he is
"leaning towards a talk titled "The Albatross
of Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge"
I would talk about the populations of Laysan and Blackfooted Albatross there. Also
describing a Short-tailed Albatross decoy
project that we initiated with Steve Kress
and is still ongoing........I will probably add a
few favorite seabirds of the Northwest Hawaiian Islands at the end of the talk."
Wayne conducts tours so you can go along
in the future.
(continued on page 10)

