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The Arboretum – A Refuge for Both Flora and Fauna
By Percy Deal

From the first claret cup blossom
in April to the first blossom the
next year, the arboretum is alive.
Everything from ants to bees to
lizards to rattlesnakes to birds may
be observed. Packrats may not be
observed, but evidence of their
activities is obvious.

plants that produce colorful
blossoms. Also, in the process
of feeding they carry on the important process of pollination.
Not infrequently when the arboretum is being watered, one of
the hummingbirds will get into
the spray for a shower.

The arboretum is a favorite hangout for Gambel’s quail any time of
the year. They are so at home they
are almost domesticated. I have
been as close as 6 to 8 feet from
them. In the spring the mother
likes the protection the arboretum
affords her young. The mother’s
call may frequently be heard as she
directs her brood.

In addition to hummingbirds
other avian visitors may be seen
in the arboretum. These include: rock wren, phainopepla,
verdin, pyrrhuloxia, western
kingbirds, white-winged dove,
white-crowned sparrows and
roadrunners. In cold weather,
roadrunners like to spread their
wings and tail while sitting on
the large rocks to sun themselves. Of course, being carnivorous, the roadrunner will, on
occasion, have a lizard or small
bird for lunch.

Other visitors during the blooming season are the hummingbirds.
They may be seen feeding on the
nectar of the more highly pigmented blossoms such as ocotillo,
claret cup, penstemon, desert willow, scarlet gilia and several other

activity. Wild bees perform a
very necessary function of pollination: purely symbiotic relationship, the plant providing
food for the bees and the bee
performing the function of pollination.
From early spring until cold
weather, lizards are busy keeping
the insect population from becoming excessive. A choice morsel in early spring is a fat cutworm. Later in the year, lizards

During the flowering season, the
arboretum is truly a beehive of

Friends of the Bosque del Apache NWR —

Greater Earless Lizard
photo by Mary Templeton

(Continued on page 3)
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“Public relations helps an organization
and its public adapt mutually to each
other.”
That’s the official definition.
But public means people,
and the outstanding people on our
PR Committee are what make it
work. It’s a people to people affair.
The Friends’ Public Rela-

tions Committee activities have
grown from one person publishing
the Habitat, to nine people with
nine people with many different
activities. Some PR functions, such
as advertising and newspaper publishing are forbidden to the Refuge
staff, and that led to the organization of the Friends in 1993.
At the beginning, there
was John Bertrand, retired from

commercial PR to become a
resident volunteer, enlisted to
start the Habitat. The 2004
edition (40,000 copies) is the
twelfth, and it gets better every
year. Erv Nichols joined John
for the 2004 edition, with new
experience and ideas, and
some much-needed help.
(continued on page 4)
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on the north end is well underway
and we’re hoping for a great corn
crop this year. The new bathrooms
are coming along well – walls are up
and the roof is on – interior work
comes next. Biology staff and a
crew of interns and students are
conducting surveys and transects.
The Public Use staff continues to
serve visitors and is preparing for
the fall influx of volunteers and
visitors.

From the Manager’s Desk
People often assume that summer is a quiet
time at Bosque del Apache NWR, because the
high numbers of cranes, geese and visitors are
gone. But the opposite is true – this is the time
of year our field staff is working to prepare for
the fall and winter populations. Our crews
continue to be busy in the NAWCA area at the
south end – root plowing and raking saltcedar,
installing irrigation pipelines, and preparing to
burn piles of dead saltcedar. Our summer seasonal workers are mowing fields and roadsides,
spraying exotics, and discing fields. The fire
crew has been working on prescribed burns
and is always prepared for wildfires. Farming

BOSQUE NATURE
STORE NEWS
I want to invite each and every
one of you receiving this newsletter to
stop in and see what the BOSQUE NATURE STORE has for you. Part of our
mission is to support the local artist by
making their work available to the visitors to the Refuge. We are definitely
fulfilling that. Everything that we have
is very unique and beautiful: rock art;
different types of pottery; black iron
work; hand carved fetishes; many styles
of jewelry; ornaments – stained glass
and hand painted gourds; paintings;
wonderful photos and note cards of the
Bosque and its resident animals. We
also have many styles of t-shirts to
choose from. And yes there is a great
bookstore for everyone to browse, with a

To get a sense of what happens here
during the summer, we’re inviting
you to a special Friends Member
Tour on Saturday, August 21.
We’ll have presentations, behindthe-scenes tours, and lunch at the
lounge. Plan to arrive by 8:30 a.m.
and stay until about 3:00 p.m.
Children are welcome, but the
tours are intended more toward
adult audiences. We have a limit of
35 people (that’s how many the bus
can hold), so make your reservations now. Call the Visitor Center
at 505/835-1828. We’re looking
forward to showing off the work of
our outstanding staff and volunteers!
Jim Savery

great selection to choose from.

All ”Friends of the Bosque
del Apache” members receive a 10%
discount on purchases. The proceeds
do benefit the Refuge in various projects.
Our store is possible because
of the dedicated volunteers that we
have local (living close enough to make
the drive) and resident (living on site);
I want to thank each and everyone of
them for all that they do.
THANK YOU
Rita Barker
Bosque Nature Store Manager
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feed on crawling insects. The lizards
most commonly seen are desert spiny,
side blotched, greater earless and whiptails.
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Ecofeminisms, Festival 2004 Offering
By Cheryl Learn

Join Cheryl Learn, Barbara DuBois and Pat Waak for a stimulating, hopefully provocative, and interactive session on ecofeminist themes
Also during spring and throughout the
and the writings of author Barbara Kingsolver. Some ecofeminist themes
summer, rattlesnakes are on guard to
to explore in the selected work, Prodigal Summer, include nature/earth
keep the rodent population from beas a living being, sexual & sensual connections of women with the earth
coming excessive. To show their liking
and its creatures, and nature as female. How does Kingsolver construct her
of the arboretum, they have been ob- characters in this novel to reflect different kinds of ecofeminisms? Is she really writing tongue
served mating, and presumably having in cheek? How does the overt, lush, and rich sensuality of this novel convey the innate opa family in the protected area.
pression that both women and the earth struggle with in contemporary society? What connections does Kingsolver make between women and the environment? Initially, we will hear
Also frequently seen are butterflies
Cheryl Learn, former Director of the UNM Women Studies program speak about the many
feeding and pollinating and dabbling kinds of ecofeminisms. Retired English Professor, Barbara DuBois, will share her perspecin the muddy areas. Species comtives on Kingsolver as an author of novels, short stories, essays and poetry. Pat Waak, Executive Director of the High Plains Environmental Center, will focus on the selected work.

Painted Lady Butterfly
Photo by Mario Maier

monly seen are fritillaries, swallow
tails, viceroys, painted ladies and blues
of different kinds.
Of course, there are always the ubiquitous bunnies looking for a choice
young leaf or blade of grass to nibble.
Fortunately, the habitat affords an
excellent place for Ms. bunny to have
and raise her young.

From the Editor
This is a special edition of the
Friends of the Bosque Newsletter.
Tom Harper suggested that we include the July—August newsletter as a
part of the Festival brochure. Let us
know if you like it.
Jon Morrison
Editor
The Deadline for the Sep-Oct
Newsletter is August 15.

After these three introductory presentations, the fun begins. The balance (majority)
of our morning will be spent in “talk and tea” where we will share our individual insights
and responses to this work. The featured book, Prodigal Summer is available in paperback,
hardback, and audio form from most libraries, bookstores and on-line. Copies are also available at the Bosque del Apache Nature Store or ordered as a part of your festival registration.
We encourage you to read the book but it is not essential to attend the session. You will
likely have more fun if you do. Is this book truly a hymn to wildness that celebrates the prodigal spirit of human nature and nature herself? Read the book, discuss it with other readers,
and decide for yourself!
Limited to 30 excited readers.

Read the Instructions -

Where am I going? If it had not been for the
manual, my images would not have come out
so great and it would have been a laborious
It’s time again for some words of wisdom. I looked experience.
in the mirror for those words, but no luck. Then I
Take my tripod … please! It’s a wonderful set
thought about wisdom one receives when kicked in
of carbon-fiber sticks with a terrific ball head.
the butt and awakened enough to activate some
Unfortunately the tripod center-post pregray matter. I just got home from an extensive
vented me from getting my camera down
photo trip to the Bruce Peninsula of Ontario,
near ground level. After arriving back home I
Canada, and the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.
went to my favorite camera store to order a
David Vore and I sharpened our close-up skills as
very short center-post for the future. The
well as photographed waterfalls. Read on and
young man looked at me and said: If you had
learn a lesson that may be helpful during the Festiread the instructions, you would have seen
val of the Cranes.
the base of the center-post is removable and
does exactly what you wanted it to do. Did I
I brought a new macro flash unit from
ever feel foolish!
Canon (who else?) along with the instruction
When you travel to our Bosque del Apache and
manual. I’m glad I did for the first day was
difficult at best, until I read the instructions plan on taking pictures or photographs, BRING
YOUR INSTRUCTIONAL MANUAL. Please!
that evening. I discovered that I was using
Most of us use and know one particular brand but
the flash as a flash attachment and not as
are pretty much ignorant on how to make other
integral part of the camera/lens/flash. I’ve
brands function without referring to an instruction
been told the new DSLR cameras tend to
manual or guide.
work better when they are a unit of attachments (including the lens) all manufactured Make your experience at the Bosque enjoyby the same company. I have found that
able!
true, especially when it come to the flash
Respectfully submitted by Jerry (Aflac) Goffe
unit. David and I got some super images!
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(continued from page 1)

Jon Morrison is the Newsletter
Editor. The Newsletter is now in its eleventh year. Articles are wide-ranging and
informative, keeping the Friends up to
date on our Refuge, our members and the
world of wildlife.
Wally Newman is the Friends’
Webmaster. Wally took it over in 2002,
turning it into a unique, very attractive,
easily understood and very informative
website. The most recent addition was a
series of pages on where to find birds and
plants and mammals on the Refuge, with
a page for each season. The website is our
electronic beacon to our members and the
world, and our audience is truly worldwide.
Patricia Newman, well known to
Wally, contributes her wordsmithing and
organizational skills to PowerPoint productions and proposals of all sorts. She
also takes great minutes.
Bob Jones is the senior member
on the committee, a past committee chairman, current Friends’ Historian, and adviser to all. He also distributes posters on
upcoming Educational Events.
Jerry Goffe employs his wide
contacts in the communication field to
see that the Friends’ Educational Events
get announced as Public Service Announcements on New Mexico radio stations. Jerry is into everything, it seems.
Mark Domzalski, our most recent recruit and a board member, has
many skills which will enlarge the committee functions. His ideas are great.
Park Borgeson, committee chair,
contributes print notices of the Friends’
Educational Events to about thirty area
newspapers and magazines, and distributes posters to eight cooperative area birding stores
And Maggie O’Connell, Refuge
Visitor Services Chief and all round good
gal, keeps the committee up to date and
in line with her excellent advice. If there
is anything you need to know, ask Maggie.
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The scope of the committee
expands with each meeting, and new
members bring new ideas. We are not
averse to work, so come see us if you
have a new project related to PR. And
come join us if you want to contribute.
(Try contact on our website) As they say,
“we love to make new Friends”.

April-May Donors
Jane A. Blumenfeld
Gerry and Dan Klinglesmith
Robert and Audrey Jones
U.S. Attorney General's Office
Mr.& Mrs. Thomas B. Catron
Jan M. Wiste
Joan Quinn

Movers and Shakers
By Maggie O'Connell
Looking out on the Refuge, visitors normally comment on the outstanding habitats, “natural” appearance, and tranquil
setting of Refuge lands. But, as we know,
appearances can be deceiving and this seemingly “natural” landscape is the result of
hours, weeks, even years spent digging,
pushing, raking, plowing, filling, mowing,
disking, and otherwise altering the land.
Most of this work is done by our crew of
engineering equipment operators: Bill
Dunn, Calvin Reaves, and Carl Tafoya, and
their work leader, Dennis Vicente.
You may have never seen or met them, but
if you’ve visited Bosque del Apache, you’ve
seen their work. When you look for ducks
on the Marsh Loop or sandhill cranes on
the Farm Loop, you’re looking at the results
of their efforts. You’ve probably driven on
the roads they’ve created, graded, widened,
or repaired. Together, this group of people
can operate nearly every piece of heavy
equipment you can imagine: dozers, excavators, scrapers, forklifts, tractors, tractortrailers, road graders, water trucks, and
front end loaders. They can build and
grade roads, dig ditches, install pipelines
and water control structures, haul equipment from Bosque del Apache to other
refuges, and perform a hundred other tasks.

Thanks for your support
Betty Davis, President

The equipment operators on the Refuge are
the frontline of saltcedar control. They are
the ones who – day after day, year after year
- actually transform the land from a sea of
saltcedar to vibrant, restored habitat for
cranes, geese, ducks, hawks, bald eagles,
deer, elk and other creatures. The end result may be a wetland, saltgrass meadow, or
cottonwood forest.
So if you are occasionally annoyed by the
sound and dust generated by the equipment
operators, understand they’re improving the
Refuge for the long-term benefit of wildlife
and for the visitors from around the world
who appreciate it.
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Protecting Dark Skies
By Amy Estelle
In 1939 President Franklin Roosevelt
signed the act creating Bosque del Apache
as a national refuge for sandhill cranes
and other migratory waterfowl. He probably had no idea that he was also creating
what 65 years later could be considered a
dark sky refuge—a habitat for amateur
astronomers, beginning stargazers,
moonlight hikers, and meteor shower
watchers.
Sure there are dark skies in other parts of
New Mexico: the Gila Wilderness, Chaco
Canyon, and the Guadalupe Mountains,
for example. But BDA has a dark sky that
is easily accessible from a major interstate.
From Los Alamos to El Paso, from Morarity to Pie Town, visitors have gathered at
BDA to see the Milky Way, Omega Centauri, the Andromeda Galaxy, and the
Butterfly Cluster.

towards the sky instead of down to the
ground where the light is actually useful.
Light pollution not only washes out the
stars, but also wastes energy.

meet Dark Sky Association guidelines.

The number of stars visible from the efuge
stupefies most of us. Nonetheless, BDA’s
skies are vulnerable to light pollution that
originates in Socorro, San Antonio, White
Light pollution affects 99% of the U.S.
Sands Missile Range, and at the refuge
population. More than 66% of the nation’s
headquarters. There are options the Friends
people have already lost naked eye visibility
and Refuge staff can explore that provide
of the Milky Way and more than 40% no
safety for Refuge visitors and residents while
longer view the heavens with eyes adapted
keeping the night skies dark. We want peoto night vision because of sky brightness
ple to have light where and when it is
from light pollution.
needed: on the ground, not in the sky.
Is light pollution an inevitable by-product of
urbanization and population growth? Not
according to the nonprofit group International Dark Sky Association, who advocate
for better light fixture designs and educate
the public to support ordinances that protect the night sky. Some of the largest offenders are streetlights that are not fully
shielded to prevent light from escaping upwards and horizontally.

Everything flying up there already knows
where it is going!
The Refuge staff and volunteers do an outstanding job creating waterfowl habitat.
Compared to reclaiming land from salt
cedar, protecting the night sky will be a
cinch.

Resources:
International Dark-Sky Association
www.ids.org

I can’t imagine how dark New Mexico
skies were 65 years ago. But in 2004, light
pollution has grown to monstrous proportions in large cities and escaped to small
towns and farming communities along the
Rio Grande. As the photograph of the
continental United States at night illustrates, even the lights of Socorro are visible from space.

New Mexico Night Sky Protection Act
http://www.delapp.com/codes/nm_night_
sky_protection_act_nmsa74-12-1.php

Let There Be Dark: The National Park Service and the New Mexico Night Sky Protection Act
http://www.georgewright.org/184rogers2.pdf

Figure 2. The Effect of Light Pollution, corrected for atmosphere, in New Mexico.
Adapted from First World Atlas of Artificial Sky
Brightness, 2001.

Figure 1. “Nighttime Lights of the USA,”
1992-1994. NOAA/NGDC/DMSP
http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/ap000
708.
Light pollution is the term used to describe the degradation of the naturally
dark sky by artificial light. The usual culprits are poor lighting fixtures in commercial and residential areas that spill light up

http://debora.pd.astro.it/cinzano/papers.html

Some municipalities and states, New Mexico included, have passed dark sky laws that
establish guidelines for full cut-off, fully
shielded exterior light fixtures. But there are
many exceptions in the law. We still need
to do our part by turning off lights when
they are not needed, or placing them on
timers, and using fixtures and bulbs that

Ecology of the Night
www.ecologyofthenight.org/
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Lighting
Research Center
http://www.lrc.rpi.edu/programs/nlpip/lig
htinganswers/lightpollution/abstract.asp
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reader understand how there could have
been a refuge there and how badly the
refuge was missed.

moved the fresh water and salt water so that
they blended more. It took seven years for
by Terry Tempest Williams
nature and man to lower the lake enough
When the author drove out to see for the refuge to be once more accessible.
In Refuge, Terry Tempest
the devastation, she often found birds in a The buildings had been wrecked, mud was
Williams narrates the rise of Great Salt
everywhere, and spiders had taken over.
new place although the nesting area was
Lake, which devastated the Bear River
under water. She was surprised to discover But the US Fish and Wildlife Service
Migratory Bird Refuge where she had
that herons, egrets, and cormorants, all tree promised 23 million dollars for restoration.
worked. At the same time, she chronicles
Since the author is a Mormon
nesters, were aided by the flooding because
her mother’s suffering from cancer. The
predators couldn’t reach them. Eventually who believes in explaining about her
author feels as though the natural
she gratefully found that most of her birds religion, she frequently tells how the
landscape matches the landscape of her
religion helps the family work together and
had temporarily moved to Oregon.
family.
The state government decided that survive crises, whether in the natural world
Each chapter begins with an
or at home. They pray together and even
epigraph that tells the lake level. Although it had to find a remedy since the lake didn’t
bless one another. With her extended
seem to be receding this time. The
she says that the lake is cyclic with the
legislature had passed a law in 1975 stating family, the author is close to both
seasons, its shifting shorelines,
a maximum height for the lake, but the lake grandmothers, but her bond with her
uninhabitable islands, and water unfit to
mother is extremely loving and therefore
drink make it the “liquid lie of Utah.” The didn’t obey the law! The State debated five
painful.
lake started flooding in 1982 and was worst options: breaking the railroad causeway ($3
This book is so moving that the
in 1986. When her Bear River Refuge had million), storing the water ($100 million),
diverting the water ($200 million),
reader might miss the brilliance of its
to be finally abandoned, our own Phil
structure, which parallels her work
Norton was the official area supervisor who protective diking ($250 million), and the
West Desert Pumping Project ($90 million), experience with her personal life. The most
announced the closing.
beautiful conclusion she reaches is that her
which won at last, though it had been
Each of 37chapters is titled with a
family’s grief has become their compassion.
considered and discarded years before.
bird name. The author can always find a
The men no longer hunt; they cannot
However, they first put a third
way to involve a bird in each chapter, even
hole through the railroad causeway, which countenance killing.
if it is only seen on the windowsill. The
great number and variety of birds make the helped lower the lake about an inch. It
Barbara DuBois

REFUGE

Thanks to Our Sponsors
The Cranes and Crows Shop
400B San Felipe, NM (Old Town)
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87104
BirdSong Gallery
PO Box 433
Ranchos de Taos,NM 87557
Www.BirdSongGallery.com
Emergency Management &
Safety Solutions
260 Whitney Street
San Francisco, California 94112
(415) 643-4300
www.ems-solutionsinc.com
Kowa Optimed, Inc.
2001 S. Vermont Avenue
Torrance, California 90502

Wild Birds Unlimited of Santa Fe
Merrill Lynch

5188 Cordova Road

2125 Louisiana Boulevard, NE

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110

Wild Birds Unlimited

Lonnie Brock Photography

7200 Montgomery Blvd NE

10898 E. Dale Lane

Albuquerque, NM(505) 883-0324

Scottsdale, Arizona 85262

Wild Birds Unlimited Westside

The Nature Workshops

9231 Coors Boulevard, NW, Suite R7

10898 E. Dale Lane

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87114

Scottsdale, Arizona 85262

(505) 890- 3668

Super 8 Motel

Rio Abajo Antiques

1121 Frontage Road, NW

1783 Main

Socorro, New Mexico 87801

San Antonio, NM 87832

(505) 835-4726 ; (800) 800-8000

(505) 835-2872

Tripp’s Inc.

G.A.G. Charitable Corp.

1406 Frontage Road; P.O. Box 1369

Mrs. Dorothy Salant, President

Socorro, New Mexico 87801

500 Summit Avenue
Mill Valley, CA 94941-1082

V OLU ME 1 1, I SSU E 4

PAGE 7

Bosque Notes
Have you ever seen 47 Swainson's hawks ? All at one time, in and around one field ? Or twenty-five American kestrels ? All at one time,
in and around one field ? I have talked with you before about the banquet table that is set up for all kinds of birds when the farmers
begin flood-irrigating their fields. Only rarely do we come upon a magical time and place where the water, and the fields, and the birds
in migration come together at one time and place. Such was the day last week, when the Swainson's hawks, many of them on their way
north to nesting grounds, having spent the winter in Argentina, stumbled upon this banquet table.
They were wading around in shoulder-high alfalfa, feeding on insects, field mice, voles, and who knows what else. There were light
morphs (color variations within a species), and rufous (reddish) morphs, and dark ones. There were adults, and immature birds. Far
more than I had ever seen in my whole life. It was late afternoon, moving into early evening, and as they lifted up out of the field, to
perches up in the trees where they would spend the night, I saw many full crops. A crop is a pouch in the upper neck, right behind
their mouth, that can serve as a pantry closet. They can continue to feed, even when their digestive system is more or less full, by stuffing more food into their crop. When the digestive system is ready for more, the crop moves it on down the throat. This is not gluttony, for the calories that are not needed right at that moment are stored as fat deposits along the breast bone, and in the wing-pits. It
is these stored reserves of energy that keep the birds going when lousy weather makes hunting difficult at best.
Good grief! How did we get from the serendipity of a field full of hawks to stored calories ? Well, it's all important. What I wanted to
impress upon you is that to experience these wonderful gifts, all you have to do is be there. I couldn't have predicted that occurrence a
week ago, any more than I could have foretold the appearance of a little blue heron- actually it was two of them- an adult, and an immature bird- that showed up here on this Refuge in May of 2001. In addition to those two birds, that same May I found a tri-colored
heron, mixed in with 175 snowy and great egrets at the old rookery.
A family of 4 or 5 - they never stayed put -out in the open- long enough for me to get a good count
of them- of Virginia rail chicks ! It took me a while to figure out just who they really were. As many
of you know, it's a real treat just to see one adult Virginia rail. But here was an adult, surrounded
by these little fuzzy black wind up toys that were practicing their stealth-in-high-gear moves that are
a critical part of life as a Virginia rail. And I'm sitting there on the same seasonal road that is open
for you right now, astonished at my good fortune.
But it doesn't take a once in a life-time event like that to
make the trip worth while. We have great blue herons
nesting in a couple of different locations that are easily
Virgina rail seen from the Marsh Loop Road. We have the male ruddy
ducks - the "all-American Duck"- with his mahogany red sides and back; the big white patch on
his cheek, and his bright blue bill. Again, easily seen from the tour loop road. And as though a
lost left-over from someone's Easter-egg hunt, is the male cross between a cinnamon teal, and a
blue-wing teal. The more subtle beauty of the yellow-billed cuckoo, could make the whole day
for most almost anybody- including me.
Ruddy ducks

The Refuge is wide open and waiting for you. Put on your serendipity hat, and come find the things no one else has seen. There are
plenty to go around.
-Robert Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge
P.O.Box 1246
Socorro, NM 87801
Office: (505) 835-1828, 838-2120
Fax: (505) 835-0314
Cell: (505) 838-6196 Kruidenier (say "cry-d-near")

2004-2005 Educational Events – A Refuge for All Seasons
Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge
July 31 Saturday

9am-12 / 3pm Lounge

Wildflowers in Watercolor (limit 15 participants, reservations required)
Nan and Sid Simpson’s workshop focuses on close observation of Bosque plants and on painting a variety of material
(grasses, seedpods, flowers, leaves). Instruction is from 9am-12pm with instructors available until 3pm for those who wish to
continue their projects. Please bring lunch if staying. This class is for adults and for older children as space permits.
July 31 Saturday

8pm Visitor Center

Full Moon Over Bosque (limit 30 participants, reservations required)
Experience the sights and sounds of a summer night on a casual stroll across the Boardwalk. Amateur astronomers and
naturalists will be on hand to share folklore of the Full Moon. All ages welcome. Bring water and insect repellent.
Aug 7 Saturday

8-10:30am Visitor Center

Common Herps of Bosque del Apache (limit 12 participants, reservations required)
Join photographer and naturalist Gary Froehlich for a morning with the common reptiles and amphibians – or “herps” – of
Bosque del Apache. Learn about “herp” natural history and field identification tips through a presentation and slides.
Then locate, observe and identify many of the species covered in the field. Easy walking (and perhaps driving) on the
Refuge.
Sept 25 Saturday

9am-4pm Lounge

Plant Drawing Workshop (Limited to 15 participants, reservations required)
Botanist and plant illustrator Dorothy Hoard will introduce you to the classical monochrome drawing techniques perfectly
suited to drawing plants. Bring your own Bristol board (90 pound hot pressed or equivalent), pencils (graphite HB or #2)
and erasers (kneaded or plastic) or pens (felt tip waterproof – Micron 0.5 is good).
Oct 16 2004 Saturday

1-4pm Visitor Center

Artists’ Reception
Meet those who record the Bosque’s beauty. There will be an exhibit of their work, live music and hors d’oeuvres.
9am-12pm The Refuge and
Other Venues

Nov 16-21 Tues. – Sun.
The 17th Annual Festival of the Cranes
May 15 2005 Saturday

8-12am Visitor Center

Migratory Bird Day: Sounds of the Bosque (reservations required)
May is the height of the spring migration for neotropical migrants. Join refuge staff Daniel Perry for a 4-hour intensive tour
looking and listening for these migrants. Bring binoculars, water and a snack. Older children accompanied by adults are
welcome.
Oct 15 2005 Saturday

1-4pm Visitor Center

Artists’ Reception
Meet those who record the Bosque’s beauty. There will be an exhibit of their work, live music and hors d’oeuvres.

Plus workshops on Sandhill Cranes, Bosque Geology, Plant identification and more!
See http://www.friendsofthebosque.org/ for developments.
For reservations, information, confirmation or updates please call:
505-838-2120

Friends of the Bosque del Apache Office

505-835-1828

Bosque del Apache NWR Visitor Center
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Special Thanks
When I wrote this article for the newsletter, the person that this
article was written about, had turned in her resignation and was
moving back to Wyoming. Lucky for us, things changed for the
better and Rita is staying here in paradise. I told Jon to go ahead
and publish my thank you as I wrote it. So here goes…….
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Hired as the store manager, she kept some of the bookkeeping
responsibilities that were store related. Unless you lived or spent a
lot of time on the Refuge you wouldn’t have a sense of the value of
her work ethic and how the Friends benefited by it.
She was the Voice of the Friends, running the day to day operations of this organization. The Friends over the past four years
have been going through some growing pains and to her credit,
she stayed with us even when time tables for change were not met
or were slow to be implemented.
I know we all can be replaced, but in this case I don’t see how.
The Friends owe Rita Barker gratitude and thanks that can’t even
be measured and is beyond estimation.

This is one article that I hoped wouldn’t have to be written this
year or the next or for many, many to come. All of us leave a footRita, I shudder to think where this organization would be today if
print in the sand, but when a small foot leaves a large foot print,
you hadn’t applied for that part-time job way back when. We wish
then we should all take notice.
you happiness, good health and goals achieved in this new chapter
of your life. For me personally, I wish you all the above, but want
you to know I am still ticked at you for leaving.
Hired as a part-time bookkeeper, she was soon working full time.
She was not hired as the Friends Office Manager, coordinator for
all educational and special events on the Refuge, Steve Green’s
Love you,
personal assistant and secretary, errand runner, fielder of many,
many phone calls that came into the Friends Office, merchandisSteve
ing committee member, willing Volunteer and much, much more.

Membership Application

What can you do?

Membership Categories:
Today’s Date: _______________
(Please select one)
Name:_________________________
__ Senior (62+) or Student

$10

__Individual

$15

__Family

$20

Address:_______________________

City:__________________________

State:______ ZIP Code:_______
__Best Friend/Business

With your annual membership
dues you will receive a bimonthly
newsletter to keep you up-to-date
on the research of the Refuge and
Friends’ activities. To be a more
active member you can assist in
various exciting projects, serve on
a committee and attend our Annual Meeting. You’ll meet and
work with many wonderful people.

$100-$499

Come join us in our cooperative

Daytime phone: __________________
__Friend Indeed

$500-$999

efforts with the US Fish and
Wildlife Service to make the Ref-

Email:_______________________
__Lifetime Friend

$1000+

uge an even better place for wildlife and visitors.
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Dear Friends,

hope you will attend this year’s Festival in November. It should be
a great experience.

Summer is here and the Bosque is just a humming! Literally! We
are having a hummingbird banding workshop as I type. A very
unique cage has been set up and the birds just fly into it. It is a
wonderful sight. The lady who is doing the banding is one of
about 100 registered banders in this country. She puts the hummingbird up against your ear and you can hear the heartbeat –
sounds like a train running in the distance.

We are looking into some possible birding trips. South Africa,
Tanzania, Uruguay, Paraguay, and Vietnam are in the research
stage. Please let me know if there is some special place you might
like to go birding. We can investigate the possibility of organizing
a trip. These trips would be in conjunction with fundraising for
the educational wing or our educational initiative. I look forward
to hearing about your wishes.

If you missed the Migratory Bird Day here at the Bosque with
Daniel Perry, you missed something special. What Daniel could
not identify by sight he identified by sound. It was a worthwhile
four hours. Most of those attending would have continued for
hours, it was so interesting.

Please keep August 21 open and make reservations for the Manager’s Tour of the Bosque. This will be a special treat for those
able to attend. Jim Savery is planning a tour of behind-the-scenes
activities of “what makes the Bosque run.” Please read Jim’s message in this newsletter for more details. Space is limited to 35 people. Hope to see you there.

Plans for the Festival of the Cranes are underway; in fact, I have
been told this newsletter will go out with the Festival Brochure. It In friendship and love,
takes a year’s planning to organize the Festival and our Tom
Harper has it pretty well under control by the end of June. We

Issue Contacts

Hon. Jeff Bingaman

The President
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The White House

Washington DC 20510

Washington DC

(202) 224-5521

(202) 456-1111

(505) 766-3636

E-mail: President@WhiteHouse.gov

sentor_bingaman@bingaman. senate.gov

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Hon. Steve Pearce

500 Gold Avenue SW

House of Representatives

Albuquerque NM 87102
Regional Director

Washington DC 20515

(505-346-2545)

(202) 225-2365
http://www.house.gov/
pearce/contact.shtml

Hon. Gale Norton
Secretary of the Interior
18th & C Streets NW Rm. 6151
Washington DC 20240
(202) 208-7351

Hon. Tom Udall
House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515
(202) 225-6190
http://www.tomudall.house.gov/

Hon. Pete Domenici
U.S. Senate
Washington DC 20510
(202) 224-6621
(505) 766-3481
senator_domenici@domenici.senate.gov

Betty Davis, President

Hon. Heather Wilson
House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515
(202) 225-6316
http://wilson.house.gov/Contact.asp

The Friends of the Bosque del Apache
NWR are people from all over the country
who enjoy the seasons and cycles of the
natural world. The sandhill cranes, snow
geese, and many other migratory birds who
winter at Bosque especially call to us. As
Friends of the Bosque we help to safeguard
and enhance the habitats necessary for wildlife to thrive.
We want to continue to have opportunities
to observe and learn about plants, animals
and birds. By supporting the Refuge, we
can do our part to assure that future generations will also have the opportunity to be
amazed with the wonder that is the Bosque
del Apache.
Come Join Us.

