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Some see the Refuge and wonder why?
We see the Refuge and wonder, why not!
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2005 State of the System Report Cites Urgent Need To Protect National Wildlife Refuge Buffer Zones:

Outside Activities
Threaten Refuges

A

new report by the National Wildlife Refuge Association cites an
urgent need to implement strategies that conserve lands outside national
wildlife refuges. Finding that lands and
waters surrounding refuges, called buffer
zones, actually have more agriculture,
subdivision and other human activity
than the national average, the report tells
the story of 12 refuges — six threatened
and six rescued — that graphically illustrate why we must take action now.
The six top threatened National
Wildlife Refuges in the United States are:
Pocosin Lakes National Wildlife Refuge
(NWR), North Carolina; Horicon NWR,
Wisconsin; Stone Lakes NWR, California; White River NWR, Arkansas; Alaska
Maritime NWR, Alaska; and Desert
NWR Complex, Nevada.
The six top rescued national wildlife refuges in the United States are:
Sacramento NWR Complex, California;
Minnesota Valley NWR, Minnesota;
Lake Umbagog NWR, New Hampshire/
Maine; Tensas River NWR, Louisiana;
Red Rock Lakes NWR, Montana; and
Lower Rio Grande Valley NWR, Texas.
The twelve sites were named for
either imminent threats or for successfully averting threats through creative
strategies. “The protection of buffer zones is absolutely critical to the
National Wildlife Refuge System,” said
Evan Hirsche, president of the National
Wildlife Refuge Association, which
issued the report. “Since many of the
lands within buffer zones are privately
held, we must work closely with landowners to ensure the long-term protection of these national treasures.”
The NWRA is urging Congress and
the Administration to implement five

solutions: strengthening incentives for
private landowners to practice conservation; conserving more land through
acquisition and easements; allocating
more funds at the state level; conducting
more research to determine priorities;
and establishing preventative systems for
shipping disasters near refuges.
The National Wildlife Refuge System
contains 545 refuges and 3,000 waterfowl
production areas located in all 50 states
and several U.S. territories. The refuges
help protect 700 bird species, 220 mammal species and 200 kinds of fish.
The National Wildlife Refuge Association is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization
established in 1975 to protect, enhance
and expand the National Wildlife Refuge
System. For more information, please visit
www.refugenet.org.
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From the Manager’s Desk

Changing Seasons,
Changing Faces
S

ummer is quickly drawing to a close,
school is back in session and the 18th
Annual Festival of the Cranes is right
around the corner: November 15-20. The
brochures arrived at the refuge last week
and look great!
We’re looking forward to new keynote
speakers this year and a great variety of
lectures, field trips, demonstrations and
workshops throughout the week — from
paper cutting to raptor identification to
crane behavior to “black belt birding.” If
you haven’t already received your copy of
the brochure, it will be arriving soon.
Another sign of fall at Bosque del
Apache is the return of our fall and
winter volunteers. This year’s crew will
look familiar; more than 70 percent are
returning from previous years. Soon
you’ll see them everywhere: the visitor
center, tour loop, fields and trails.

Don’t Forget

Sept. 17 Saturday
7:00 pm • Boardwalk
Harvest Moon Over Bosque (limit 30
participants). Experience the changes
autumn brings to earth and sky on
a casual stroll across the boardwalk.
Amateur astronomers and naturalists
will be on hand to share folklore of
the full moon. All ages welcome.
Bring water and insect repellent.

by Refuge Manager
Jim Savery

Their training begins in late October
and will include presentations by biology,
fire, maintenance and visitor services
staff, as well as safety, first aid and CPR.
For the first few weeks, they’ll be busy
tidying up the refuge in preparation for
the festival: cleaning, mowing, trimming
and organizing. We’re looking forward to
a safe, productive, happy and busy season
at Bosque del Apache NWR.
As summer ends, we’ll say good-bye to
long-time staff member Bill Dunn, who
retired at the end of August. Bill has been
an equipment operator here for nearly
20 years. While you may not know him,
you’ve seen his work along the tour loop
(grading and keeping dust down during
the festival), installing the irrigation pipe
at the south end or keeping the canals
cleaned out with the excavator. We wish
Bill the best in his future endeavors!

Oct. 15 Saturday
1:00–4:00 pm • Visitor Center
Artists Reception. Celebrate National
Wildlife Refuge Week at the annual
Friends Artist Reception.
Oct. 22 Saturday
7:00 pm • Visitor Center 
A Close Encounter with Mars. (limit
30 participants). Mars outshines the
brightest stars in autumn 2005 and
will be visible all night. Observers
may glimpse some of the planet’s
seasonal features, polar caps and
dust storms. Telescopes will be
provided.

Notes from the Nature Store

Volunteer Beat

by Cynthia Pearse

W

ell, it looks like summer is winding down and preparation for the
busy winter has begun. Festival items are
on order and will arrive in time for the
Artist’s Reception in October.
I want to welcome Leigh Ann Vradenburg as our new Friends Operations
Manager. I will miss Rita greatly but
Leigh Ann is equally wonderful to work
for and is an outstanding addition to the
Friends and to the refuge.
Yet another group of outstanding
volunteers is preparing to return to their
homes. I cannot tell you what a humorous, delightful and hard working group
this has been, making it so nice to be at
work. My stomach muscles have firmed
up from all the laughter. I wish you all a
safe return home and please come back. I
will miss you all so very much.

The big news is that one of our volunteers, Fran Bartle, has produced a new
screen saver for sale at the store. She is
working on some finishing touches and it
should be available for purchase in about
a month or so. She arrived here this summer and fell in love with the Laura Jean
Deal Desert Arboretum. She spent all
summer photographing the various cacti
and other plants in the arboretum in addition to birding.
Fran has wanted to be an artist since
early childhood. Photography became
her passion but her profession was as a
teacher of art and English. Although she
is one of the departing volunteers, Fran
will remain here year-round through her
screen saver. She wishes to thank Percy
Deal, Daniel Perry and Wallace Newman
for all their assistance with this project.

by Steve Green

Bill Dunn Isn’t Done

I

had the good fortune for two and
one-half years to make the refuge my
permanent home. As a volunteer, sometimes I worked hand-in-hand with the
refuge staff and after it was just a wave
and a smile as we went off to our respective jobs.
There are certain people who you
meet that make you feel better for having met them. Bill Dunn is one such
person. We never spent that much time
together and after I moved off the refuge
we saw each other infrequently. With his
friendly wave, there was always a smile,
always recognition.
Bill, I’ll repeat what my wife wife Paula
said to me: “This is not a dress rehearsal.
You get one chance at retirement, so
don’t mess it up.”

Celebrate National Wildlife Refuge Week
Annual Friends Artists Reception • October 15 • 1:00–4:00 p.m
Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center
Bosque Notebook

www.friendsofthe bosque.org	

Bosque Notebook
Volume 12, Number 5
Bosque Notebook is published bimonthly by the
Friends of the Bosque del Apache
National Wildlife Refuge, Inc.
P.O. Box 340
San Antonio, New Mexico 87832
Email: friends@sdc.org
Editors: Don Begley & Joyce Johnson
editor@jjwalker.org
Distribution:
Barbara DuBois and volunteers
The Friends of the Bosque NWR promotes
appreciation and conservation of wildlife and
habitat through environmental education and
natural history experiences at Bosque del Apache
National Wildlife Refuge.
Officers

President: Jon Morrison
505-838-0717 • jonmorr@sdc.org
Vice President: Jerry Goffe
jerry@naturephotworks.com
Corresponding Secretary: Vacant
Treasurer: Percy Deal
Recording Secretary: vacant
Committees

Education: Mary Templeton
maryt@passcal.nmt.edu
Merchandising: Stephanie Mitchell
Public Relations: Park Borgeson,
hborgeson8129@comcast.com
Special Events: Steve Green
505-894-2739
Members at Large

D ennis R. Burt, mardenburt@comcast.com
Betty Davis, 505-839-0465
Mark Domzalski, mdomzalski@aol.com
Victoria B. Garcia, Surlemonte53@earthlink.net
Robert Kruidenier, 505-835-1828
robertk@sdc.org
Staff

Supervisor of Operations: Leigh Ann Vrandenberg
505-838-2110
Store Manager: Cynthia Pearse
505-835-1828
Educational Initiative Coordinator: Alex Rykken
505-838-2110
Festival of the Cranes Coordinator: Tom Harper
crane@sdc.org
Web Master: Wallace Newman
wallynewman@mindspring.com
Visitor Center

Open: 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. weekdays
8:00 am to 4:30 pm weekends
505-835-1828

Sept.-Oct. 2005

Dreams Do Come True
by Jon Morrison
Friends President

D

reams do come true; though you
have to work and be prepared to
make them real. This year, the
Friends of the Bosque del Apache NWR,
with the help of volunteers at the refuge,
has received funding for the new educational/auditorium building at the refuge.
The building will be funded primarily
from a grant from the Lannan Foundation. The Friends also received grants
from Messengers of Healing Winds
Foundation and The Thaw Foundation to
supplement the Lannan grant plus equip
and furnish the building.
The new structure will bring other
changes to the visitor center. A new
entrance will be built off the parking lot.

will be one day a week for eight weeks.
We will include more information on the
watershed program in future newsletters.
The Friends have hired a new supervisor of operations, Leigh Ann Vrandenberg. She is a great find for the Friends
and has hit the ground running. Read
more about Leigh Ann on page eight.
On a sad note, Mary Ann Lucero
has resigned as recording secretary. If
you’d like to fill this position please get
in touch with me at (505) 838-0717 or
e-mail me at jonmorr@sdc.org.
September ends our fiscal year. Cynthia, our store manager, will be asking for
help with the inventory. In the November-December newsletter we will have

Each of you should have received a letter from Betty Davis
on the last chance to buy a memory brick for the project.
If you did not receive a letter, you’ll find a coupon on page
nine. Please give it your utmost consideration.
When the new wing is completed, the
old auditorium will be the new Bosque
Nature Store. The Friends have signed a
contract for the new store design.
The timeline is something like this:
there will be a ground-breaking sometime in September with construction
completed in late February or March.
The store contractor will be ready to
update the lighting, paint and carpet
for the new store as soon as the room is
available. New cabinets and displays will
be installed along with updating the cash
registers and computers. The store will
be like the new building, state of the art,
built for the future.
Each of you should have received a
letter from Betty Davis on the last chance
to buy a memory brick for the project.
These bricks will be in the wall of the new
entry into the visitor center. If you did
not receive a letter, you’ll find a coupon
on page nine. Please give it your utmost
consideration.
On another note, Alex Rykken has
finished the curriculum for the Friends
Watershed Education program and it
will be rolled out this fall. The program

www.friendsofthe bosque.org

a financial report for the members. We
will also include the Friends budget for
2005-2006.
We are still looking for someone to
head the administration committee,
which develops and holds all employee
contracts. The committee is also responsible for setting up interviews, employee
reviews and conflict resolution.
We also need a treasurer as Percy Deal
plans to leave as that position at the end
of this year. This person will be working
with Dennis Burt to help manage Friends
financial affairs.

Coming Board Meetings
Saturday, September 17
Board Meeting at refuge. 10:00 a.m. Lounge
Saturday, November 12
Board Meeting at refuge. 10:00 a.m. Lounge
Board meetings are open to all.
Call (505) 835-1828 for more information.



Photographer’s Corner

By Jerry Goffe
Mark Domzalski

Keep Your Aperture Open

I

recently had the pleasure of presenting a digital photography workshop
at the refuge. It was truly a pleasure,
in part because of my co-instructors.
They each added to the weekend by
presenting their own manner of photography and expertise. One of the three,
David Powell, a fellow member of the Enchanted Lens Camera Club, brought his
equipment to photograph hummingbirds
and hence the image included in this
article. Mark Domzalski is one of my best
friends, a fellow Friends of the Bosque
board member and a volunteer at the
refuge. Mark brought to the workshop
his technical expertise and knowledge of
digital photography needed to get a great

‘point and shoot’ cameras, the largest
opening is about f/2.8 and the smallest is
normally about f/8.
Why are these numbers important
to us? It turns out that the aperture not
only controls the amount of light allowed
through the lens; it also determines how
much of your picture will be in focus.
That’s called depth-of-field. Basically,
depth-of-field is the area in front of and
behind where the camera lens is focused
that appears to be sharp. Depth-of-field
is directly related to the aperture. A
larger aperture — and smaller f/number —will have less depth of field or
sharpness. Conversely, a smaller aperture — and larger f/number — gives more
depth-of-field.
Here is how this
It turns out that the aperture not only
concept can help
your photographs.
controls the amount of light allowed
Say you’re photographing a single
through the lens; it also determines how
bird sitting on a
plant. There is more
much of your picture will be in focus.
of that plant plus
additional plants
image. Art Bova, another fellow member
behind the bird. The bird is posing for
of the camera club, has a great sense of
you and giving you enough time to adjust
composition and helped so much by tak- your camera for the best results. You
ing one of the smaller groups out on an
probably would want to keep the vegetaassignment. Thanks to all of you!
tion behind the bird out of focus so as
Many fine images were taken over the
not to confuse the image. This is referred
weekend and happily only a few attendees had problems understanding the concept of aperture (or iris), shutter speed,
sensor sensitivity and depth of field.
This discussion will address part of
these issues in an abbreviated form.
The aperture is the opening in the lens
that controls the amount of light allowed
to pass through and strike the sensor.
Like the iris in your eye, it can open
or close to let more or less light pass
through. A larger opening lets more light
through; a smaller opening lets less.
The size of the opening is designated
by numbers called f/stops. A larger opening has a smaller f/stop number (f/2.8 as
opposed to f/8, as an example). In most

to “a soft background” and is accomplished by using the largest opening (aperture, indicated by a small f/stop) you
can. Remember the larger the aperture,
the less depth of sharpness. To achieve
this, you put your camera in aperture
priority (“A”), set the aperture to f/2.8 or
whatever the smallest number is and let
the camera give you a properly exposed
image by adjusting the shutter speed.
You now have an image with separation
between the subject and the background.
Now you stop by a pond filled with
Snow Geese. The entire pond is full of
geese! You want to produce an image
where everything from the closest goose
to the most distant bird is in focus. With
the camera in ‘aperture’ priority, set it
to f/8, as an example. This procedure
will create the greatest depth of field,
or focus, the camera is capable of. As
before, the electronics in the camera will
compensate for the exposure by correcting the shutter speed.
Try working with this concept. I’ll get
into this relationship again in another
newsletter.

Remember to e-mail me at jerry@naturephotoworks.com if
you have questions or specific subjects you’d like delved into.

This hummingbird was shot on aperture priority with an
f/16 setting. The camera exposed the shot for 1/250 second.
(Aperture priority sets the speed based on the aperture
setting.) Photo by Jerry Goffe.
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Minolta, B&H Audio
Provide Binoculars for
Bosque Tours

by Jerry Goffe

A

ll stories have a beginning and
this one is no different. Toward
the end of last year’s winter
season, I was asked for my expertise in
binoculars for the refuge. We have many
tours come through the refuge and our
tour guides (Steve Green, Daniel Perry,
Duane & Marge Longenbaugh, Bree and
many others as well as myself) often need
to loan our binoculars and other optics
to the tour participants.
We decided the Friends should have
some loaners on hand for everyone’s
convenience. I contacted two optical
companies that helped our refuge in
the past, without any positive results. I
couldn’t fault them as I was looking for
$150.00 quality binoculars at one-third
the price. I was given a budget that would
require me to limit my cost to $33.34
each for the needed quantity.
Never fear — I called B&H Photo in
New York City and spoke to their optics
expert. I told him my requirements and

waited for him to stop laughing and pick
himself up off the floor. He said he’d see
what he could do.
A few weeks later, I received a box
with half a dozen different binoculars
and no price tags. I immediately loaned
them out to every tour for evaluation.
After many tours, the pair that was consistently selected as the most favorable
was manufactured by KonicaMinolta.
I called my NYC connection and
asked for part two of my requirements,
the one-third price discount. He said
he’d work on it. We waited and waited. I
called and called.
Finally, I got a call one evening at
home and was informed that KonicaMinolta agreed to donate 20 pairs of our
visitors’ favorite binoculars. Thank you
B&H photo! I was so excited that we
could now have the 35 binoculars the
refuge so needed. I reported this to the
board in May. The donation amounted to
approximately $3,000.00.

With a model change and a quality
upgrade by Minolta, we now have 21
binoculars with 6 more on the way. By
September 1, I am told we will be up to
32 and the remaining 3 will come in later
that month.
Special thanks go to Steve Green and
all the others at the refuge who had the
patience to allow me to persist and get
the best deal. A special thanks and appreciation go to my friends at B&H Photo
and to those responsible for this win-win
donation at KonicaMinolta Corporation!

Calling All Bosque Shutterbugs

A Refuge for all Seasons: The New Bosque Book

T
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Jon Morrison

he Bosque Nature Store, the Friends
and the Bosque del Apache NWR
are replacing the Bosque del Apache
book written by SNCHA, which is out
of date and no longer available. The new
book will be approximately 30-40 pages
with lots of pictures and maps. It will
be based on the theme “A Refuge for All
Seasons” and will show the refuge as a
place to visit year round.
You can donate slides or digital photos for the book. (Digital images need to
be in TIF or Raw format with a minimum
‘dpi’ of 1200.)
Images must be submitted by October
1, 2005 to:
Jon Morrison
Friends of the Bosque
PO Box 340
San Antonio, NM 87832
The goal is to have the text and pictures selected and ready for the publisher
by the first of November, 2005.

www.friendsofthe bosque.org	

While Birds Sleep

By Amy Estelle

Mars Returns,
Venus Rises,
Jupiter Fades

T

hree bright planets
provide irresistible
viewing in September
and October. We start with
gigantic Jupiter and brilliant

years when a mere 34.7 million miles separated us from
the Red Planet. If you missed
the big show in August 2003,
this year in late October is

If you missed the big show in August 2003,
this year in late October is your next best
chance to view the Red Planet up close.
Venus positioned closely
together in the western sky at
dusk during the first week of
September. Each night Jupiter
will appear slightly lower to
the western horizon until it
fades into the Sun’s glow.
Venus, unmatched for
brightness, increases its
angular distance from the Sun
and appears to move through
Libra in September into Scorpius in October. On October
9th, Venus will pass close to
Dschubba, the middle star in
the Scorpion’s head (Figure
1). Watch as the familiar
scorpion hosts the brightest
planet and compare the white
light of Venus to the red-orange supergiant star Antares.
The third planet, Mars,
makes a spectacular appearance in the eastern sky in late
October. Readers may remember that in August 2003
Mars and Earth made their
closest approach in 60,000

your next best chance to view
the Red Planet up close.
This approach isn’t quite
as close but Mars will make
a higher arc across the sky
and be subject to less atmospheric distortion. Consequently, views may be very
good through telescopes. On
October 29th, Mars will be
43.2 million miles from Earth
and shine at magnitude –2.25
(brighter than any stars).
Though not visible through
a telescope, one big difference
on Mars this go round is the
presence of robotic rovers Spirit and Opportunity.
These intrepid solar-powered
robots were to have explored
for three months. They are
each into their 19th month of
activity!
Solar power rules on Mars.
Let’s hope we learn soon
how to power vehicles on
Earth with an environmental
friendly fuel.

Coming Astronomy Events at the Bosque del Apache
September 17 (Saturday) • 7:00 pm • Boardwalk
Harvest Moon Over Bosque (limit 30 participants). Experience autumn’s changes in earth and sky on a stroll across the
boardwalk. Amateur astronomers and naturalists will share
folklore of the full moon. Bring water and insect repellent.

Bosque Notebook

September begins with Venus
(above right) and Jupiter paired
in the western sky at dusk. Venus
moves upward through Libra
into Scorpio by early October.
Meanwhile, Mars (right) arrives in
the eastern sky in late October, not
as close as in 2003 but at a better
viewing angle. (Below) While not
visible from earth, the Mars Rover
robots continue their work on the
red planet. NASA photos.

Scorpio

Antares

Dschubba

Venus

Figure 1: Venus passes below Dschubba in the head of Scorpius early October after starting
September paired with Jupiter in the western skies at sunset.
October 22 (Saturday) • 7:00 pm • Visitor Center.
A Close Encounter with Mars (limit 30 participants). Mars
outshines the brightest stars in autumn 2005 and will be visible all night. Observers may glimpse seasonal features, polar
caps and dust storms. Telescopes will be provided.

www.friendsofthe bosque.org



Backstage at the Bosque

Moist Soil Management, Part III:

The Table Is Set

S

o far in this series of
articles, we followed
the progression of our
wetlands through managed
spring drawdowns, which
roughly mimic the natural hydrograph of the Rio Grande,
and through summer mowing
and irrigations, which further

(similar to how doctors take
vital signs of a patients during
follow-up visits) and it allows
us to predict the quality of
habitat we will be able to
provide to waterbirds in the
coming winter.
Habitat quality for waterbirds is measured by estimat-

By Colin Lee, Wildlife Biologist

over time, refuge staff can
adjust management practices.
Waterfowl, cranes and
geese are trickling into the
refuge this month, either as
migrants attempting to fuelup for the next leg of their
voyage or as winter residents
attempting to fatten-up for
the coming cold
winter months.
Historically, the river was uncontrolled allowing for
The seeds
grown in our
… flooding of bottomland cottonwood/black willow wetland impoundments are
forest habitat … As river control was achieved a
made available
to waterfowl by
large portion of the floodplain was isolated from the flooding with
water. Soaking
active river channel through [a] river levee.
helps the birds
break down the
 	
— Unit 8 Burned Area Fire Rehabilitation Plan
hard seed coats
and utilize the
nutrients in the
encourage desirable wetland
ing the number of pounds of
seeds. In addition to seeds
plants. As you read this issue,
natural seeds produced within within our wetland impoundthe grasses and forbs groweach wetland impoundment.
ments, aquatic invertebrates,
ing in our moist soil wetlands
According to historical data,
such as midges, dragonfly larhave matured with full, ripe
we are often able to produce
vae and water fleas, flourish in
seeds that “set the table” as
over 1,600 pounds of wamoist soil-managed wetland
food for this winters’ waterfowl-preferred seeds per
environments and provide a
terfowl, cranes and geese.
acre. As our estimates of seed
well-rounded diet for waterSimultaneously, the seeds that yields increase or decrease
birds, including shorebirds.
escape being eaten, or which
are ingested but are passed
through unharmed, set the
stage for next years’ generation of plants.
But, just how much food
did our wetlands produce?
Biology staff at Bosque del
Apache National Wildlife
Refuge estimate the production of wetland foods each
fall. This monitoring activity serves two purposes: it
provides us feedback regarding how effective our wetland
management prescriptions
were throughout the year

After all, who would want
to see just nuts at the dinner
table?
Refuge staff flood the
impoundments gradually,
letting waterfowl feed-out
all the seeds they can at their
preferred feeding depths (four
to eight inches for dabbling
ducks) before further increasing water depths.
Gradual flood-ups also
ensure enough food remains
for the birds throughout
winter. Finally, we also flood
impoundments around the
refuge to provide various
locations where waterbirds
can feed and loaf within view
of visitors or in secluded areas
away from the tour loop.
Dispersing birds across the
refuge and even off-refuge,
helps prevent over-crowding
and disease outbreaks.
Next issue: Disturbance is
an integral part of both natural and moist soil managed
wetlands. This final part of the
series will focus on the use
of disturbance to maintain
healthy wetlands at Bosque
del Apache NWR.

Photo: Mallards & pintails feeding and
flying out of a moist soil impoundment
at the Bosque del Apache NWR. The seed
and invertebrates they find in the water
are crucial to their ability to overwinter or
continue their migration.
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Leigh Ann
Vrandenberg,
New Supervisor of
Operations

Celebrate
National
Wildlife
Refuge
Week

H

ello to all the Friends! As the new Supervisor of Operations for the Friends
of the Bosque, I look forward to learning more about this amazing group. I will serve
as the new point of contact for the Friends,
so please feel free to call or email me with any
questions or comments on Friends activities.
(See page three for contact information.)
I recently moved to San Antonio from
Monte Vista, where I was the director of the
Willow Creek Reclamation Committee, a
Creede-based non-profit. I have a master’s
degree in fisheries and wildlife/limnology from
the University of Missouri and a bachelor’s in
biology from Baylor University. My husband,
John, and I are excited to be here. We are
looking forward to the Festival of the Cranes
and to spending winter in this more temperate climate. Our son Eli is 10 years old and he
has spent his short time here searching out
the diverse herptile fauna in the area. To our
surprise, we were welcomed in our first month
by a five-foot rattlesnake in our front yard!

You are cordially invited to attend the
annual Friends’ Artist Reception on October 15th from 1-4 pm in the Visitor
Center at Bosque del Apache National
Wildlife Refuge. There will be:
Leigh Ann Vrandenberg (right) comes to the Friends from the
Willow Creek Reclamation Committee in Creede, Colorado. She was
project director of the group, which works to clean toxic wastes in
the Colorado mining community. She’s shown with Zeke Ward, the
organization’s chairman. Photo, Willow Creek Reclamation Committee.

I anticipate meeting more of the Friends
this fall and winter. Hopefully, I will have my
feet under me in this position so I can fully
experience the wonders this refuge has to offer
during its peak season. The Friends group has
already shown itself to be comprised of many
passionate and knowledgeable people and I
look forward to helping it grow in the years to
come.

Refuge Welcomes Four
New Staff Members

F

working at Buenos Aires NWR, he was the
hotshot superintendent and an engine crew
firefighter for the Apache Sitgreaves National
Forest. Chris earned his biology degree from
Northern Arizona University.

John Vradenburg, Senior Wildlife Biologist
John joins us from the San Luis Valley in
Colorado, where he was a Wetland Biologist
for Ducks Unlimited. As many of you know,
the cranes that spend the winter here migrate
through the San Luis Valley in the spring and
fall, so John is already familiar with some of
the issues surrounding waterfowl management
here. John brings a wealth of experience with
moist soil management practices and wetland
management. He earned his bachelor’s degree
in fisheries and wildlife from University of
Missouri and will soon have his master’s degree from there, after working with Dr. Leigh
Fredrickson.

Patti Briggs, Law Enforcement Officer
Patti is our new law enforcement officer and
joins us from the National Park Service. She
has more than nine years of experience as a LE
Ranger at Santa Monica Mountains National
Recreation Area near Los Angeles. Patti is also
a licensed EMT and will serve as the refuge’s
first responder to injuries and illnesses. She
will conduct first aid and CPR training for staff
and volunteers on the refuge.
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Poster Signing
2005 National Wildlife Refuge Week
commissioned artist Skeeter Leard
Fabric Art
2005 Festival logo artist
Marjorie Mullany
Pottery
Samantha and Erich Decker-Hoppen
from Turtle Rock Studios
Digital Photography
Award-winning artist Jerry Goffe

our new staff members are on board
at Bosque del Apache NWR in recent
months. All four are filling valuable positions,
some of which have been vacant for almost a
year. Please welcome them to the refuge.

Chris Wilcox, Fire Management Officer
Chris comes to us from Buenos Aires NWR in
Arizona where he was the assistant fire management officer for the FWS Arizona District.
Chris has many years of fire experience; before

Book Signings
Valerie Graves and Sandra Seth: Finding Refuge, a Safe Place to Land
Art Arenholz: Field Guide to the
Sandia Mountains

Travis Dotson, Station Manager (Fire)
Travis also comes to us from the National Park
Service: Saguaro National Park in Tucson,
where he was the fire crew supervisor. As the
new station manager at Bosque del Apache, he
will be overseeing the day-to-day operations of
our fire crew. Travis brings 10 years of experience to this position and has also worked for
the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the US Forest
Service.

www.friendsofthe bosque.org

Junior Duck Art Contest Winner
Oscar Urbina, 2005 Best of Show, New
Mexico Overall Winner
2005 Festival of the Cranes
Merchandise
1st showing of the year!
Specialty Coffees
A tasting to premier the Friends’ own
line of organic, shade-grown, fair
trade, specially blended and roasted
coffees
Food and music will round out the
event. Bring family and friends to join
us in the celebration. Experience the
Refuge!

For Sale

Kowa TSN821 with a TSE27
20x X 60x zoom lens and
case -A good buy at $500.
Used very little over the time
I had it. Call Charles DeMenna at 505-835-3437 or email
brdubois@sdc.org.



The 18th Festival of the Cranes

T

he City of Socorro and the
Bosque del Apache invite
you to celebrate the return
of the cranes from Tuesday,
November 15 to Sunday,
November 20th at the 18th Festival of
the Cranes. There are four major components to the festival: tours, lectures,
exhibits and the refuge.

Tours:

Tours introduce you to areas and topics not commonly available during the
year. Local wildlife refuge managers will
explain the operation of their refuges.
The Historic Socorro Open House Tour
lets you see photo galleries and historic
buildings. New Mexico Tech will have
displays and tours.
Caution to birders: Read the descriptions carefully — not all tours are for
birding.

Lectures:

There are lectures on a variety of wildlife
related subjects. Most are at the Macey

Center in Socorro. Some are workshops
in photography, bird identification and
wildlife painting. Workshops are conducted in the field or special facilities.

Exhibits:

On Saturday and Sunday the main promenade at the refuge will be filled with
exhibits and demonstrations. Animal
rescue groups will display mammals and
birds.
You will find educational activities
and items for sale in the visitor center
and the art and exhibitors tents.
We are here to celebrate the return
of the cranes so don’t miss them. The
Fly-Out in the morning and the Fly-In in
the evening are memorable events. You
are free to experience this on your own
or you may join one of the tours listed in
the brochure.

The Refuge:

I

n the 1930s, the Rocky Mountain
population of greater sandhill cranes
was severely declining. In 1941, fewer

than 20 sandhills wintered in the area
now known as the Bosque del Apache.
Since 1939, federal agencies and volunteers have worked to restore wintering habitat along the Rio Grande for the
cranes. Intensive management on the
refuge, including moist soil management
(growing natural wetland foods), cooperative agriculture and crop manipulation have helped the population recover
dramatically. Today, Bosque del Apache
hosts about three-quarters of the Rocky
Mountain sandhill crane population each
winter, totaling up to 15,000 birds.
The refuge is also a wintering stopover
or home for snow geese, Ross’ geese,
pintails, shovelers, mallards and a host of
other waterfowl. The spectacular wildlife
viewing opportunities mean Bosque del
Apache is consistently recognized as one
of the top birding areas in the country.
For more information visit www.
friendsofthebosque.org/crane/ or call
Nancy Hurley, the festival registrar, at
505-835-2077 Monday through Thursday
from 8 am to 4 pm.

I want to support the new visitor center educational wing
The new educational wing is going to happen. You can help with a $75 donation that will purchase a personalized brick for
the wall of supporters for the Bosque del Apache. (If you already purchased a brick, it will go in the wall, too.) This is your last
chance to buy a brick — or two — and support this major expansion of the visitor center at the Bosque. To order your brick,
complete this form and return it to Betty Davis, Friends of the Bosque del Apache NWR, 3420 Vista del Sur NW, Albuquerque,
NM 871120.
Name: _ _____________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________
City: ________________________________________________
State__________ ZIP _ __________
Payment:
❏ Check enclosed (Payable to Friends of the Bosque)
❏ VISA ❏ MasterCard
Number: _ __________________ Exp. Date ________________

Sept.-Oct. 2005

Inscription (Up to three lines, 15 characters per line)
Line 1: _ _____________________________________________
Line 2: _ _____________________________________________
Line 3: _ _____________________________________________
Each brick costs $75. Please type or print legibly. Your order
must be received by September 15th. Thank you for supporting the Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge.

www.friendsofthe bosque.org



Cuentos del Bosque

Rivers for Life:
Managing
Water for
People and
Nature

R

ivers need help. They need
their own life: floods that
keep them clean and free of
sediment; floodplains that
nourish animals, insects and
people; and, above all else,
water flowing between their
banks.
Sandra Postel, director of the Global Water Policy Project, and Brian Richter, director of the Nature Conservancy’s
Freshwater Initiative, give example after example of how
humans have robbed rivers of their basic needs. The harmful
Kariba dam on the Zambezi River in Zimbabwe, for example,
was delayed by heavy floods caused by a wrathful sacred
river serpent, according to tribal elders.
Once built, 57,000
“On average we’ve
people were forced to
relocate along with inconstructed about
numerable plants and
animals. No wonder
two large dams a day,
their sacred serpent
objected.
every day, for half a
The authors mencentury. … We’ve lost
tion the ethics of
protecting all living
things but it is difficult
about half the wetlands
to put a monetary
value on a floodplain.
in the world.”
Water managers can
be realistic when they
see people starving because the river’s floodplain no longer
floods to furnish their food by fishing, flood-recession farming
and animal grazing. The practice of traditional production has
been shown to cost less than irrigation “with its huge starting
up and recurrent operating and maintenance costs.”
One grand example of river protection is the San Pedro
River in Arizona, one of the last remaining free-flowing rivers
in the American southwest. The happiest feature of its health
is the cooperation between agencies and organizations. The
river’s ecosystem befriends nearly 390 bird species, 80 species
of mammals and more than 40 species of reptiles and amphibians. These advantages are coming to be seen as worth money.
South Africa provides another fascinating study. With
the end of apartheid, the country began over with new laws
and practices. They established bottom-up governance, with
participation of the river’s users, instead of the previous topdown system, which gave ordinary people no say.
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by Barbara DuBois
Australia has more reservoir storage capacity per person than any other country.
Originally, individual states
managed the rivers until
growing concern about river
degradation led to formation of the Council of Australian Governments Water Reform
Framework. Australia’s unique contribution to water management philosophy is the “cap.” When the Murray-Darling basin
was suffering, the council, made up of resource ministers
from each basin state or territory, decided to cap diversions
because water managers had been promoting development
over the health of the rivers.
Although we fret about the 1,932 federal dams across the
U.S., there are hopeful signs here, too. Controlled-floods have
been used successfully at Glen Canyon Dam. (Reading this
delighted me, since I have a bumper sticker saying “Drain
Lake Powell.” After reading Mark Reisner’s Cadillac Desert, I
was convinced that a dam merely turns into a waterfall after
years of silt deposit.)
When scientists met with the Army Corps of Engineers
in Kentucky, the Corps agreed to begin restoring the Green
River by removing a lock and dam. Mammoth Cave is no longer threatened and its 200 animal species are protected.
In 1997, the World Commission on Dams was established,
with no enforcement capability but persuasive power because
of its makeup. The members hope to restore health to all
rivers, to restore habitat to the fish, the insects, the riparian
vegetation and to restore overall habitat integrity. They hope
everyone will realize that “stewardship of nature is not an
altruistic act but rather a rational one of self-preservation.”
Rivers for Life : Managing Water for People and Nature. By Sandra
Postel & Brian Richter. New York, Vintage, Washington: Island Press,
2003, 253 pp., $25.00.

Refuge

The Bosque del Apache is a refuge
not only for wildlife
but also for people
who want to escape the stresses
of everyday life.
They enjoy the quiet peacefulness
of long vistas across grasses and trees
to distant mountains.
A wheelchair driver may leave the van
and ramp up onto a deck
to see an occasional lone heron
or a coyote stalking geese.
The visitor may leave the phone home
and the email
and simply drive slowly to see
a turtle setting a good example
sunning on a bank.

www.friendsofthe bosque.org

Barbara DuBois
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Speak Up!
Government decisions determine the fate
of the Bosque del Apache. You can help
by letting key decision makers know you
how you feel about Bosque and other
natural resource issues.
President George W. Bush
The White House
Washington DC
(202) 456-1111
President@WhiteHouse.gov
U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service
Regional Director
500 Gold Avenue SW
Albuquerque NM 87102
(505-346-2545)
Hon. Gale Norton
Secretary of the Interior
18th & C Streets NW Rm. 6151
Washington DC 20240
(202) 208-7351

N.M. Senators

Hon. Jeff Bingaman
U.S. Senate
Washington DC 20510
(202) 224-5521
(505) 766-3636
sentor_bingaman@
bingaman. senate.gov
Hon. Pete Domenici
U.S. Senate
Washington DC 20510
(202) 224-6621
(505) 766-3481
senator_domenici@
domenici.senate.gov

N.M. Representatives

Hon. Steve Pearce
House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515
(202) 225-2365
pearce.house.gov/
Hon. Tom Udall
House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515
(202) 225-6190
www.tomudall.house.gov/
Hon. Heather Wilson
House of Representatives
Washington DC 20515
(202) 225-6316
wilson.house.gov
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Add my support to the Friends of the
Bosque del Apache
❏ I want to save postage and printing.
Please email me a full color PDF version of
the newsletter. (Approx. 1 MB.)
❏ Yes, I want to help preserve the Bosque
del Apache for the future. Please contact
me about planned giving.
❏ Please contact me about helping with
the Festival of the Cranes.
❏ I can help with other special events.

Name: _ ___________________________ _ _____________________
(Last)
(First)
Second Name: _ ____________________________________________
(If family membership)
Corporate Name: ____________________________________________
Mailing Address: ____________________________________________
City: ___________________________________________________
State or Province: _ ____ Postal Code: ___________ Country: _ ____________
Work or cell phone: _ _________________________________________
Home Telephone : _ __________________________________________
Email: _ _________________________________________________

Select Type of Membership
❏ Senior (62 +) or Student ($15)
❏ Individual ($20)
❏ Family ($25)
❏ Individual or Immediate Family/Covey of
Quail (Includes a BdA NWR centennial plate
and your choice of either an annual pass to
BDA or a Golden Age Passport): $60

❏ Best Friends/Snow Goose (All Covey of
Quail benefits plus a Best Friends logo pin
and hat): $100-$499
❏ Friends Indeed/Red-Tail Hawk or
Corporate (All Snow Goose benefits plus a
selected piece of Rainbow Gate pottery):
$500-$999

❏ Lifetime Member/Sandhill Crane (All
Red-Tail Hawk benefits and lifetime
membership. The Best Friends pin and hat
is replaced with a Lifetime Member logo pin
and hat): $1000 or honorarium

I want to serve on this Friends
committee:

I can help in these areas:

❏ Environmental Education
❏ Grant Writing

❏ Education ❏ Special Events ❏ Finance
❏ Merchandising ❏ Fund Raising
❏ Public Relations
❏ I’d like to serve on the board

Skills
❏ Photography ❏ Art ❏ Writing
❏ Computer Networks ❏ Software
❏ Web Design ❏ Publications
❏ Fund Raising ❏ Public Speaking

All members receive the Friends newsletter,
a membership card and Friends logo pin.

Special Interests
❏ Education ❏ Birding ❏ Photography
❏ Public Relations ❏ Publications

Mail completed form and check to: Friends of the Bosque del Apache NWR • PO Box 340 • San Antonio, NM 87832

Thanks to Our Sponsors
The Cranes and Crows
Shop
400B San Felipe Old TownAlbuquerque

Wild Birds Unlimited
of Santa Fe
5188 Cordova Road
Santa Fe

Rio Abajo Antiques
1783 Main
San Antonio
505-835-02872

BirdSong Gallery
PO Box 433
Ranchos de Taos
www.birdsonggallery.com

Lonnie Brock
Photography
10898 East Dale Lane
Scottsdale, Arizona

Kowa Optimed. Inc.
2001 South Vermont Avenue
Torrance, California

Valerie Graves Gallery
Carson House Shop Patio
117 East Kit Carson Road
Taos • 505-758-0113
www.powerhorse.com/
taosartist/

The Nature Workshops
10898 East Dale Lane
Scottsdale, Arizona

Wild Birds Unlimited
7200 Montgomery Blvd NE
Albuquerque
505-883-0324
Wild Birds Unlimited
Westside
9231 Coors Blvd NW, Suite R7
Albuquerque
505-890-3668

Emergency
Management & Safety
Solutions
260 Whitney Street
San Francisco, California
415-643-4300
Super 8 Motel
1121 Frontage Road NW
Socorro
505-835-4726
800-800-8000

www.friendsofthe bosque.org

Tripp’s Inc.
1406 Frontage Road
Socorro
G. A. G. Charitable
Corporation
Mrs. Dorothy Salant, President
500 Summit Avenue
Mill Valley, California
Merrill Lynch
2125 Louisana, Boulevard NE
Albuquerque
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Non-Profit Organization
US Postage
Paid
Socorro, NM
Perrmit No. 010

PO Box 340
San Antonio, NM 87832

We’re at the Bosque

White-faced ibis
Indigo bunting
American bittern

When are you coming down?

